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Message from the

District Representative
Greetings Brothers of the Mighty 2nd District,
I wish you health prosperity and blessings from the Supreme
Basileus of the universe.
As we start the New Year, I’m confident you will continue the
great works in your communities, and continue to portray Omega
as a beacon of hope that shines brightest during times of darkness. Omega men always get stronger during hard times while
others get weaker. This separates an Omega man from other men. We are the definition of Strength and
Honor.
In December 2019, the Grand Basileus lifted the moratorium on MSP, and the moratorium on social
events was lifted earlier in the year, so we are back to normal operations. I ask you to be mindful of
where we were months ago and how we initially got there. We have to operate and do better. The same
notion of doing better is emphasized with the selection of men into our organization. There is mediocrity
in our society; we have to ensure it is not in Omega.
The 72nd District conference will be a major election year for our district, as almost all the top positions
in the district will be contested. I ask that you participate in as many candidate forums as possible which
would give you more information on the men who’s asking to serve in leadership on your behalf.
Lastly my brothers, our District Marshal Brother Dr. Rahmon Hart is preparing Pittsburgh to host a
wonderful conference. Our goal is to have 1000 brothers registered. We’re excited at the possibilities
of the potential impact we can have in Pittsburgh. I’m excited about our Talent Hunt contestants competing at the legendary August Wilson Theatre. This will be a fabulous conference, as long as the brothers
show up and show owt!
In closing, I’m asking for your support as I run for the position of Immediate Past DR,……….thanks and
be well.

J. Kendall Biggy Smalls
36th 2nd District Life Member
36th 2nd District DR
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Director of Public Relations
Brothers of the Second District,
Greetings, in the name of the Rose of Sharon, the Bright and
Morning Star and the Author and Finisher of My Faith, My Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.
It is with great pleaseure to inform that this edition is the most
robust winter edition to date. Many chapters who have not previously submitted articles highlighting activities and accomplishments of
Brothers and their repective chapters have begun submiting articles for publication thus recording their history.
Omega is a clandestine organization, An Old African Proverb states ”If the lions don’t tell their story , then
the hunters get the glory.” We must remain vigilant in telling our story and protecting our brand. The Omegan
“Voice of the Second District”, is the official chronical of Second District activities. Let’s continue lifting Omega
to the world as a shining light.
On the cover and page 23, we give accolades and approbations to Brother Mohan Suntha’s recent promotion as
President and Chief Operating Officer of the University of Maryland Medical System. He will lead over 28,000
women and men who come to work each day to provide Marylanders with exceptional high quality health care.
A life member, Brother Suntha, has been a great resource to Omega, as a sponsor of both the 70th Second District
Conference and Re-Opening of Harlem Park Recreation Center, held and located in Baltimore, respectively.
Spritual Uplift has been provided by District Chaplain, Brother Dwain Harrell, in the Chaplain’s Corner on page
11. Please view highlights of the outstanding work Second District Chapters conducted with youth during the
Read Across the District Day. Numerous articles of chapter Achievement Week Activities and advertisements of
Candidates for District Offices are also contained herein.
The “What’s On The Minds of Omega Men” Op/Ed Section contains two thought provoking editorials titled
“The Need for a 20/20 Focus In 2020” and “Finding The Truth in Our History.” Please view information on the
Candidates Forum, the Omega Derby and the 72nd Second District Conference, in the rear of this publication.
Thank you for allowing me to serve in this capacity, chronicling the History of the Mighty Second District.
Friendship is Essential to the Soul,
Brother Zanes E. Cypress, Jr.
Director of Public Relations, Second District
‘76 Iota Epsilon
LM#7407
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2nd District Fall Council Meeting

2nd District Brothers in attendance at the Fall Council Meeting

West Long Branch, NJ. November 2, 2019. The Brothers of Phi Upsilon hosted this year’s Second District Fall Council meeting. It was held
on Saturday, November 2, 2019 from 9:30 am to 4:30 pm, at the Rebecca
Stafford Student Center, Monmouth University Anacon Hall. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss and evaluate the executive, corridor,
and committee reports throughout the Second District. Being located on
the central coast of New Jersey means we are easily accessible from all
the surrounding states. It’s been 60 years since the Brothers of Phi Upsilon hosted a District wide event. This year did not disappoint, the Brothers of Phi Upsilon were met with over 300 Brothers from all over the NY,
NJ, PA, DE, and MD areas.
The meeting started with a Ritualistic Opening (Bro. J. Kendall Smalls,
36th District Representative), Roll Call (Bro. Kelvin K. Ampofo, District
KRS), and Welcome Speech (Bro. Travis Glover, Host Chapter Basileus).
A special remark was also given by Supreme Council (Bro. Ricky Lewis,
1st Vice Grand).
Next business was Executive Council Reports given by Bro. J. Kendall
Smalls (District Representative), Bro. R. Bryant Kent (1st Vice District
Representatives), Bro. Dashaun Calhoun (2nd Vice District Representatives), Bro. Kelvin K. Ampofo (District Keeper of Records & Seal),
Bro. Adrian Wilcox (District Keeper of Finance), Bro. Bertrand Harry
(District Counselor), Bro. Dwain Harrell (District Chaplain), Bro. Zanes
E. Cypress Jr (District Director of Public Relations), Bro. Sherman L.
Charles (Immediate Past DR), Bro. Charles Moore (71st District Marshal), Bro. Dr. Rhamon Hart (72nd District Marshal), Bro. Jamal Parker
(District Photographer), and Bro. Desmond “Skip” Victor (Keeper of
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Peace) respectively.
What proceeded was Corridor Representatives Reports given by Bro.
Amir Shareef (Corridor I), Bro Reggie Laster (Corridor II), Bro. Damaas Stephens (Corridor III), Bro. Delrecole “Rico” Gales (Corridor IV),
Bro. Kevin Woodhouse (Corridor V), Bro. Avon White (Corridor VI),
and Bro. Ashley Day (Corridor VII) respectively. Lunch was then served,
this was a great opportunity for Brothers to fellowship and fraternize with
one another.
The final reports given were committee Reports given by Bro. Ed Hill
(Information Technology), Bro. Dwain White (Social Action), Bro. Leon
Smith (Achievement Week), Bro. Art Colbert (Site Selection), Bro. Potts/
Manning (Membership Selection), Bro. Blanchard/Farmer (Reclamation), Bro. Jeff Diggs (Fatherhood Initiatives), and Bro. Keir Pemberton
(Scholarship) respectively. The meeting adjourned with a group picture.
Brothers participated in an open floor interactive discussion.
Phi Upsilon is a small chapter, but we have a big footprint. Covering two
separate counties, the Brothers of phi Upsilon have a big presence in the
surrounding communities. Often you can see Brothers volunteering services at local churches, supporting local fundraising events, supporting
local youth events, and helping to keep the streets clean through highway
cleanups just to name a few. As the host chapter it was important to us
that we build bridges and relationships with local universities in order
to show the benefits of have well educated black men attending their
campuses. We believe we accomplished our goal with this event. We will
continue striving towards a brighter future.

Phi Upsilon Brothers prepare to serve lunck
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2nd District Read Across The District Day
November 12, 2019. The Second District of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. conducted its first “Read Across the District Day” on Tuesday November 12, 2019. The day was one of the district’s Achievement
Week activities. First Vice District Representative Bro. “Roni” Bryant
Kent proposed the initiative as a signature event for district chapters to
participate in on the same day during Achievement Week.
Several district committees committed to make the initiative a collaborative effort to not over burden one committee. Using the Assault on Illiteracy Committee as the umbrella committee, the reading to schoolchildren
fit in with the committee’s objective to increase students’ interest in reading. Children have shown to be more interested in reading if someone
has read to them previously. Since the Brothers would be the ones doing
the reading, this presented a great mentoring opportunity for the Brothers to engage with the students and have conversations with them. Thus,
the Fatherhood and Mentoring Committee was included in the planning.
The Social Action Committee allowed for collaborating opportunities
between the chapters and the schools. The relationship allows additional
activities with the schools and strengthens the chapters’ presence in their

neighborhoods. We looked to reclaim members by chapters asking unfinancial brothers to volunteer some time to read to the students. The hope
was that this engagement could be the push the brothers needed to get
back on the roll. Financial brothers, who might not be able to make chapter activities on the weekends, were asked to come out for a few hours
that morning if their schedule allowed. This helps with retention because
brothers can still feel like a part of the chapter.
Thirty-five chapters from all five states participated in the Reading Day.
This resulted in almost 1,000 students visited and influenced by Omega Men over a 4-5 hour period. The schools were excited to have the
brothers in the building. Chapters brought snacks for the students, and
brothers either shared time on the reading assignments or visited classes
individually. At one school, the response was so great the brothers started
in the auditorium to make sure all of the students had an opportunity to
participate. Thanks to Books 4 Free, the Assault on Illiteracy Committee
provided books to the chapters for the Principals to hand out to worthy
students. This project is one that chapters can start planning now for their
2020 Achievement Week activities.

Chi Rho Chapter

Eta Pi Chapter

Gamma Nu Nu Chapter

Iota Nu Chapter

www.opp2d.org
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Kappa Omega Chapter

Nu Lambda Lambda Chapter

Nu Nu Chapter

Omicron Chi Chapter

Omicron Iota Chapter

Gamma Pi Chapter
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2nd District Read Across The District Day
Phi Upsilon Chapter

Pi Kappa Kappa Chapter

Pi Omega Chapter

Tau Pi Chapter

Theta Mu Mu Chapter
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2nd District Custom Bike Donation

2nd District Social Action Committee giving custom bikes to autistic youth, Korey and Kyle

December 19, 2019. The Second District Social Action Committee delivered custom made bicycles to two students in the Philadelphia School
District. The bikes were made for brothers Korey and Kyle who both
have autism. The donation of the bikes was made possible through a partnership between the Social Action Committee and Volunteers for Medical Engineering (VME) (www.imagemd.org).
The committee and VME worked with Project Elijah Empowering Autism (PEEA) (www.peea.org) to identify two males with disabilities from
low income neighborhoods in Philadelphia. The boys had to possess certain physical attributes and be able to manipulate the bike independently
or with some assistance. PEEA helped in identifying the young men.
VME provided the engineers to evaluate the boys and measure them for
the bikes. The engineers then would order the bike parts and do a partial
assembly off-site before traveling to Philadelphia for the final assembly
and on-site adjustments. Pi Omega Chapter in Baltimore coordinated an
overnight stay at a local hotel in Baltimore where the family met the
engineers. The Social Action Committee provided the funding for the bicycles, maintained communication with VME, and managed the logistics
with the hotel stay and the delivery to the school.
The big reveal was held on Thursday December 19, 2019 at the William Sayre High School in West Philadelphia. Korey and Kyle each received a custom fitted bicycle, a helmet, and bike gloves. In front of their
classmates in the school’s gymnasium, each boy participated in the final
adjustments for their bikes before taking their first ride. The classmates
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cheered loudly as each boy peddled slowly at first getting use to their
first unassisted bike rides. After a few minutes both boys were peddling
around the gym while their classmates continued to cheer them on.
Korey and Kyle’s mother, Staysea, said she thought she would never see
the day for the boys to be riding a bike on their own. Korey had been asking about his bike since they traveled to Baltimore for the fitting. Kyle’s
bike needed a special back brace to allow him to sit securely on the bike.
VME’s Angela Tyler said she has enjoyed the partnership with the District and looks forward to future projects. Social Action Chairman Bro.
Dwayne White said providing the bicycles is a life changer as it helps
Korey and Kyle develop more freedom and independence. Jamie Eberle,
Principal for William Sayre appreciated VME and the District providing
the bicycles for her students. She feels that having the other students with
autism in the audience will encourage them to step out of their comfort
zones and try and new things.
These are the fifth bicycles the Second District has donated to students.
Two bicycles were donated at the 70th Second District Conference held
in Baltimore in April of 2018. Another bicycle was donated to a student
in Dover, Delaware in December of 2018. The Social Action Committee
is working to identify students in New Jersey and New York to complete the bicycle project for all states in the Second District. Logistics
and funding are being discussed to provide for a donation at the Tampa
Conclave in July 2020.
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2nd District Chaplain’s Corner
Brothers of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated, I greet you in the
name of the one that continues to look beyond our faults and constantly and
consistently supplies each and every one of our needs.
If you don’t mind and if you are physically able, would you repeat after me
the following principles?
Manhood; Scholarship; Perseverance: Uplift
Our text for this message is the following:
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in
unity!” (Psalm 133:1)
If I had to sum this sermon up in a single sentence, I would simply say that the
text teaches us that “friendship is essential to the soul”.
I would like to share with you, just for a little while, the benefits and blessings of unity,
When we look around today, our country is more divided than any of us
would have imagined in 2020. From our politics, to our workplaces, within
our families, and of course our religion, division seems to be
at the root of many of the things that are a priority in our lives.
Psalms 133:1 reminds us of how good it is for us to dwell in
unity! The reason that David places an emphasis on Unity is
that we need it in order to develop and expand our relationships
vertically and horizontally. Unity is essential because it serves
as a foundation for us to find common ground and causes we can
build upon.
Now I must be honest, division did not just start in the last few
years. Even the early church struggled with divisions among its
members. In Acts 15:1-11, Paul discourages division and encourages unity by asking the following: “Now I plead with you,
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same
thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. For it has been
declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household,
that there are contentions among you” (1 Corinthians 1:10-11).
Even some of our former leaders recognized the importance of us not being
divided. President Woodrow Wilson once stated the following: “We cannot
be separated in interest or divided in purpose. We stand together until the
end.”
Unity among God’s people does not come easy; our actions must be intentional because being unified requires a great deal of effort. If we are not
intentional or we give into division, then all we are able to produce is an environment where fighting and strife become the norm. In Ephesians Chapter
4:3, Apostle Paul challenged the early church to “endeavor to keep the unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace”. Jesus even placed emphasis on unity on
those who followed him, when in John Chapter 17:20-21 he states: “I do not
pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their
word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that
they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me”.
Jesus fully understood that the kingdom could not be advanced if His followers were not unified.
Finally, the enemy understands the importance of unity, which is why he
spends a great deal of time sowing seeds of division and strife. He knows
that little impact can be done on behalf of the Kingdom if he can keep God’s
people divided and at odds with one another. So let’s take a look at some of
the benefits and blessings of being unified.
1. The first benefit is that of stronger relationships. When we are one with
Christ and one with our sisters and brethren, there is a bond and strength that
can be translated to many other areas of our lives. As we work with a sense
of togetherness, we can see how stronger relationship are not only beneficial
to us, but to those that are around us as well.
2. Unity can bring about holiness. Psalms 133 verse two says: “It is like the
precious oil upon the head, running down on the beard, the beard of Aaron,
running down on the edge of his garments”. Once Aaron became a high
priest, Moses took some of the holy oil that was used to anoint the tabernacle
and anointed Aaron by pouring this holy oil upon his head which indicated
Aaron was holy and ready to serve God. Moses and Aaron now had real unity;
unity among God’s people is holy, it’s sacred and should be cherished! When
a spirit of unity exists among God’s people, it flows throughout the church

www.opp2d.org

and not only blesses everyone who is in the church, but also those in the community that the church is attached to.
3. Unity among God’s people is a source of nourishment and strength. When
God’s people are unified, they can offer spiritual and emotional encouragement to one another. This not only feeds those within the body of Christ,
but it enables the saints to stand together with each other during good and
challenging times.
When we are able to dwell in unity, and not put our focus on differences in
personalities and personal opinions, we can reduce or eliminate a lot of the
things that often separate us and bring about division. If we are able to dwell
in unity then we are also able to maintain and nurture a spirit of peace” (Ephesians 4:3). This will require us to submit to the standard of God’s Word and
encourage each other. Philippians 3:16 reinforces this by stating, “Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule,
let us be of the same mind”. If we are able to keep our focus on God’s Words
and not be tricked by the enemy, they can not only enjoy the
blessing and benefits of Unity, but honestly say, “Behold, how
good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in Unity!”
And how can we enhance our efforts to dwell together in unity
as a fraternity? Well, I am glad that you’re asked. We can dwell
together in unity if we call and believe on the name of Jesus the
Christ. His name is listed in the most holy writ from cover to
cover:
In Genesis He is the Seed of the woman. In Exodus He is the
Passover Lamb. In Leviticus He is our High Priest. In Numbers
He is The Pillar of the cloud by day; The Pillar of Fire by night.
In Deuteronomy He is The Prophet like unto Moses. In Joshua
He is the Captain of our salvation. In Judges He is The Judge and Lawgiver.
In Ruth He is the Kinsman Redeemer. In I & II Samuel He is our Trusted
Prophet. In Kings and Chronicles He is our Reigning King. In Ezra He is the
Rebuilder of Broken down walls of human life.
In Nehemiah He is the Restorer of The Nation. In Esther He is our Mordecai.
In Job He is our Ever-Living Redeemer. In Psalms He is hour Shepherd. In
Proverbs and Ecclesiastes He is our Wisdom. In The Song of Solomon He is
our Lover and Bridegroom. In Isaiah He is our Prince of Peace. In Jeremiah
He is our Righteous Branch. In Lamentations He is our Weeping Prophet. In
Ezekiel He is the Wonderful 4-Faced Man, God’s Chariot. In Daniel He is
the fourth Man in Life’s Fiery Furnace. In Hosea He is the faithful husband.
In Joel He is the Baptizer with the Holy Ghost and Fire. In Amos He is our
Burden Bearer. In Obadiah He is the Mighty to Save. In Jonah He is our Great
Foreign Missionary. In Micah He is the Messenger of Beautiful Feet. In Habakkuk He is God’s Evangelist, crying, “Revive thy work in the midst of the
years. In Zephaniah He is our Savior. In Haggai He is The Restorer of God’s
Lost Heritage. In Zechariah He is the Fountain opened up in the House of
David for the sin of uncleanness. In Malachi He is the Son of Righteousness
rising with healing in His Wings. In Matthew He is the Messiah. In Mark He
is The Wonder-Worker. In Luke He is the Son of Man. In John He is the Son
of God. In Acts He is the Holy Ghost Baptizer. In Romans He is our Justifier.
In I and II Corinthians He is our Sanctifier. In Galatians He is our Redeemer
from the curse of the Law. In Ephesians He is the Christ of Unsearchable
Riches. In Philippians He is the God Who supplies all our needs. In Colossians He is the fullness of the Godhead Bodily. In I and II Thessalonians He is
the soon-coming King. In I and II Timothy He is our Mediator between God
and man. In Titus He is our Faithful Pastor. In Philemon He is a friend that
sticketh closer than a brother. In Hebrews He is the Blood of the Everlasting
Covenant. In James He is our Great Physician. In I and II Peter He is our
Chief Shepherd. In I, II, and III John He is Love. In Jude He is the Lord coming with ten thousands of His saints . . .And in Revelation He is The King of
all kings and the Lord of all lords, He is Alpha and Omega, He is the beginning and the end.
As you leave you now with this little one horse sermon, remember that there
are benefits and blessings in unity…and most importantly as you continue to
serve God and hold up the principles of Omega, that Friendship is Essential
to the Soul.
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Phi Upsilon’s Founders Day

Phi Upsilon Brothers at the Founders Day Luncheon

West Long Branch, NJ. November 17, 2019. Corridor IV of the Mighty
Second District celebrates 108 years of fraternal existence of The Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. The brotherhood was hosted by the Phi Upsilon
Chapter at Monmouth University, West Long Branch, NJ with a luncheon
and rededication ceremony.
The afternoon began with prayer, by Brother Marcelious Roberts, and
opening remarks, by Chapter Basileus, Brother Travis Glover, followed
by fellowship of approximately 60 brothers, many meeting for the first
time and others reconnecting. Candid moments of laughter filled the
room prior to speeches. This captured the attention of all in attendance
and provided sentiments on how to go forward as they serve in the land
of Omega!
Brother DelRico Gales, Corridor IV Representative, was the featured
speaker, who asked us to recommit to her cause. Brother 1st Vice, “Roni”
Bryant Kent, commended us for brotherly love shown and our focus on
continuing the legacy of one of the chapter’s founder, Ermon Jones, to
serve our community. Brother John W. Piercy III (Manhood) asked us to
set trends befitting of our foundation to serve and our need for TAPLL

toward each other. Brother Dr. Rashawn Adams (Scholarship) asked us
to remain vigilant in knowing the difference as we seek knowledge versus wisdom. Brother Frank Dookie read the message from Hon. Brother
Peter Harvey (Perseverance) to work towards protecting abused children
and women and improving high school graduation rates in our community. And, Brother Roy Johnson (Uplift) asked us to rededicate ourselves
to Undergraduate support and success.
“This was an inspirational gathering and honor for me as the Chapter
Chair for this event”, stated Brother Frank Dookie. He continued, “I
walked away bathed in the beauty of Omega. I hope others too, were
uplifted and directed.”
Founders Day is a celebration of reflection and rededication to our beloved Fraternity. This event strives for thoughtful and engaging discussions that light the lamps of those in attendance. Charging towards another 100 years, we must continue to re-establish our purpose in all of
our local communities and unite, with friendship as the backbone, to the
duties of Omega Men.

Brothers on the Founders Day Luncheon Dais
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Upsilon Alpha 80th Anniversary

Upsilon Alpha Brothers in attendance at the 80th Anniversary Celebration

Atlantic City, NJ. October 3, 2019. October 3, 2019 marked the 80th
Anniversary of the Chartering of a graduate chapter situated in Atlantic
City New Jersey. The Upsilon Alpha Chapter has been stalwart chapter
of the Second District of the Fraternity from the day of its Chartering.
The Upsilon Alpha Chapter is proud to count among its founders the 7th
Grand Basileus of the Fraternity Raymond G Robinson. Upsilon Alpha
Chapter hosted the Second District’s first ever Second District Conference in 1948. Later in 2008 Atlantic City was again Host to the Second
District Conference for the 60th Second District Conference.
On Saturday November 16, 2019 During Observance of Achievement
Week Upsilon Alpha Chapter hosted a black tie Anniversary Gala at the
Golden Nugget Hotel & Casino in Atlantic City. During the even the
Chapter Honored several distinguished community members who’s exception contributions to the community correlate to the Cardinal Prin-

ciples of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. For the Principle of Manhood
Upsilon Alpha Chapter honored Atlantic County Freeholder Ernest D.
Coursey, Sr. The Scholarship honoree was Dr. Juanita High.
The
Perseverance Honoree was Diane L. Epps, Current President of Delta
Sigma Theta, Atlantic City Alumnae Chapter. The Uplift Honoree was
Ms. Phyllis Hawkins. Ms. Hawkins is the Director of Just Right Productions, a local Theater Ensemble, The Citizen of the Year Honoree was
Upsilon Alpha Chapter Brother Darrell, Edmonds, CEO of The Friday is
Tie Day Organization.
The guest were entertained with live music provided by the Renaissance
Jazz Band. The guest also enjoyed a preview of the show “Club Harlem
After Dark” scheduled to be performed by Just Right Productions in Atlantic City in the spring of 2020.

Upsilon Alpha Thanksgiving
Atlantic City, NJ. November 25, 2019. The Brothers of Upsilon Alpha
Chapter of Atlantic City gathered to assemble Thanksgiving Basket for
deserving families in Atlantic City. Ten families were blessed with full
baskets including a Turkey. The Chapter received Turkeys donated by
Chapter Brother Councilman William Speedy Marsh and several of his
fellow council members. The baskets were distributed at the Gateway
Head Start Early Education Center located in Atlantic City New Jersey.
The Gateway Center was gracious enough to open their facility to allow
the Fraternity brothers to meet and put the baskets together.

www.opp2d.org
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Brothers of the MIGHTY
SECOND DISTRICT, please
review my resume, and rest
assured that I am the best
qualified to serve as your 37th
District Representative
www.pofo4omega.com
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Rico
ELECT Gales 2020
For 1st Vice District Representative
At The 72nd Second District Conference in Pittsburgh, PA
Moving the 2nd District Forward On A Foundation of Friendship

 Proven Leadership
 Team Work

 Accountability
 Strategic Excellence

www.ElectRicoGales.com
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Bro. Andrew J. Huﬀ, Jr.
(Candidate 2nd District KRS)

�ni�ated �a�� ���3 through Phi Omega Chapter in Buﬀa�o, N�
District Oﬃces:
2nd District Talent Hunt
Chairman 2012 ‐ Present
Deputy Corridor 6 Rep.
2008 ‐ Present
Ar�facts & �emora�ilia Chair
2008 ‐ 2010
Phi Omega Chapter Oﬃces:
Keeper of Finance 2014 ‐ 2019
Basileus 2010 ‐ 2013

Life Member Number 7316

Vice Basileus 2009 ‐ 2010
Keeper of Records & Seal 2005 ‐ 2009
Undergraduate Advisor 2005 ‐ 2009
Talent Hunt Chairman 2004 ‐ 2012
Assistant KRS 2003 ‐ 2005
Contact informa�on:
Cell: 716‐228‐2911 Email: drewhuﬀ4dkrs@gmail.com
Demonstra�ng �de�it� whi�e raising the bar and e�ceeding
e�pecta�ons�
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University of Maryland Medical System Board of Directors
Announces New President and CEO
Brother Mohan Suntha, Theta Epsilon 1986 - Life Member
Baltimore, MD. November 6, 2019. Mohan Suntha, MD, MBA, a physician leader with deep roots across the University of Maryland Medical
System (UMMS), including providing exceptional care for cancer patients and leading two of the system’s hospitals, has been named President and Chief Executive Officer of UMMS, effective December 1, 2019.
Dr. Suntha has served as President and Chief Executive Officer of the
University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC), the system’s flagship
academic medical center in downtown
Baltimore, since May 2016, and previously as President and Chief Executive
Officer for UM St. Joseph Medical Center (UM SJMC).
“The Board of Directors was focused on
finding an exceptional leader to deliver
expert medical care across the state, and
it became a clear choice in Dr. Suntha,”
said James “Chip” DiPaula, Jr., Chair
of the UMMS Board of Directors. “Dr.
Suntha is an accomplished physician, a
skilled hospital executive and a proven
leader, with experience managing in a
complex, multi-site integrated health
care system anchored by a flagship academic medical center. He is the right
leader for UMMS and the people of
Maryland.”
“It has been my privilege to lead the
University of Maryland Medical Center
and work alongside the talented employees and the University of Maryland
School of Medicine (SOM) faculty, who care for some of the most complex patient cases in our nation,” Dr. Suntha said. “I am humbled and
honored by the opportunity to now lead the 28,000 women and men of
the University of Maryland Medical System who come to work each day
to provide Marylanders with exceptional, high quality care. Together, we
have a unique opportunity to drive the national health care conversation
in defining value-based care while serving our tripartite mission.”
Prior to serving as UMMC’s President and CEO, Dr. Suntha served for
four years as President and CEO of UM SJMC in Towson, one of the system’s 13 hospitals, and from 2009 to 2012, served as Vice President for
System Program Development at UMMS. Dr. Suntha began his medical
career with the University of Maryland SOM’s Department of Radiation
Oncology in 1991 as a resident, became a member of the SOM Radiation
Oncology faculty in 1995. In 2008, Dr. Suntha became a tenured professor and was awarded the inaugural Marlene and Stewart Greenebaum endowed Professor of Radiation Oncology. While serving as the system’s
President and CEO, Dr. Suntha will continue seeing patients.
“Dr. Suntha has been a proven leader within our system and a staunch advocate for our patients for more than 20 years,” said John Ashworth, interim President and CEO. “He has the credentials to lead our $4+ billion
health care system and has the unique ability to manage administrative
responsibilities while maintaining a commitment to academic medicine
and patient care – a combination that is critical to the successful advancement of our system.”
“I have had the privilege of knowing Dr. Suntha, both as a faculty member and a faculty physician leader at the University of Maryland School
of Medicine, for more than 13 years.” said E. Albert Reece, MD, PhD,
MBA, Executive Vice President for Medical Affairs, UM Baltimore and
the John Z. and Akiko K. Bowers Distinguished Professor and Dean,
University of Maryland SOM. “I am delighted that he has been selected
as the next President and CEO of UMMS. His academic medical career
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has given him a unique perspective and insight, which will significantly
benefit the system. While he has both experience and impeccable credentials, it is his interpersonal skills, passion and drive that are also major
assets for our joint organization. Working in partnership with the University of Maryland SOM, UMMS is well positioned to be the premiere
provider of discovery-based medical care for our state and the region.”
As President and CEO for both UMMC’s downtown and midtown campuses, Dr. Suntha was the guiding force in
accelerating the integration of the two campuses. Under Dr. Suntha’s leadership, the
Midtown Campus has undergone a dramatic
transformation with new leadership and a
renewed commitment to delivering high
quality care. Perhaps a hallmark of Dr. Suntha’s tenure at UMMC, and a passion he will
carry forward to UMMS, is his commitment
to community engagement and service. Understanding UMMC’s unique role as an anchor institution in Baltimore City, Dr. Suntha
championed causes that worked to strengthen
the community through not only health and
wellness initiatives but programs aimed at
workforce development and youth mentoring.
“Dr. Suntha is the perfect choice to lead
UMMS in this critical time and move our
mission forward,” said The Honorable Alexander Williams, Jr, Esq., Vice Chair of the
UMMS Board. “In his prior role, Dr. Suntha
was responsible for championing strategies
that drove clinical integration across UMMS, strengthening alignment
with the SOM and developing new clinical affiliations and research
agreements. He was also instrumental in the turnaround of UM SJMC,
which was recently recognized by U.S. News and World Report as the
highest-ranked community hospital in Maryland.”
The UMMS Board retained Russell Reynolds Associates, a global leadership advisory and search firm specializing in the health care industry, to
conduct a rigorous external market evaluation and succession planning
process, from which Dr. Suntha emerged as the lead candidate. Dr. Suntha was then presented to the full Board of Directors and unanimously
elected as President and CEO of UMMS.
Dr. Suntha earned his medical degree from Jefferson Medical College,
his MBA from the Wharton School of Business at the University of Pennsylvania and his undergraduate degree from Brown University. He resides in Baltimore County with his wife and two daughters.
About the University of Maryland Medical System
The University of Maryland Medical System (UMMS) is a universitybased regional health care system focused on serving the health care
needs of Maryland, bringing innovation, discovery and research to the
care we provide and educating the state’s future physician and health care
professionals through our partnership with the University of Maryland
School of Medicine and the UM Schools of Nursing, Pharmacy, Social
Work and Dentistry in Baltimore. As one of the largest private employers
in the State, the health system’s 28,000 employees and 4,000 affiliated
physicians provide primary and specialty care in more than 150 locations
and at 13 hospitals. UMMS’ flagship academic campus, the University of
Maryland Medical Center in Baltimore is partnered with the University
of Maryland School of Medicine and is recognized regionally and nationally for excellence and innovation in specialized care.
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Delta Upsilon 2019 Achievement Week

(seated) Delta Upsilon Omega Man of the Year, Bro. Harold Vereen and J. Minor Sullibvan Service Award recipient , Bro Walter Nall
surrounded by Delta Upsilon Brothers at the Delta Upsilon Achievement Week Awards Dinner

Trenton, NJ. November 2019. Delta Upsilon Chapter in Trenton, NJ
celebrated International Achievement Week in a robust, comprehensive
and community involvement way. Led by Chapter Achievement Week
Chairperson, Brother Ken Moore, the chapter’s achievement activities
spanned six weeks recognizing and supporting the achievements of
Chapter Brothers, military personnel, community advocacy groups, and
religious affiliates.
On Sunday November 10, 2019, the activities began with the chapter’s
Achievement Week Awards Dinner. Delta Upsilon honored Brother Harold Vereen as the Chapter’s Omega Man of the Year and Brother Walter
Nall with the J. Minor Sullivan Service award. The Smith Family Foundation, a Trenton based private Foundation with a mission to empower
the community, cultivate leaders and transform lives was honored as the
Chapter’s Community Organization of the Year recipient. The awards
dinner was held at the Continental Inn in Yardley, PA. which was originally a safe house along the underground railroad and houses a variety of
period artifacts in its lobby.
On November 11, 2019, Brothers of Delta Upsilon chapter gathered for
breakfast to recognize and celebrate chapter military and retirees. The
event was two-fold: an opportunity for those Brothers and Retirees in the
military to share their experiences and for those non-military Brothers
and Retirees to express their thanks to those in the military who continue
to serve our country and if necessary are willing to make the ultimate
sacrifice.
Next up on November 12, 2019, Delta Upsilon Brothers participated in
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School located in Trenton, NJ. The Brothers read to approximately 60
third and fourth grade students. Kilmer School Principal Alexis Smith
thanked the Brothers for reading to the students and stating, “It was wonderful to hear and see our children have such a great time with such outstanding and distinguished gentlemen and they bonded so well!”
On Sunday November 19, 2019, Delta Upsilon along with the Malcolm Barnard Organization co-sponsored the annual Achievement Week
HBCU college fair at Mercer County College, Trenton, NJ. Over 1100
students and parents visited with 42 HBCU college representatives at one
of the largest such events in the Northeast. Chairperson Brother Scott
Rice reported that during the event 976 students were accepted on the
spot, over 1200 application fees were waived, 57 students were awarded full scholarships, and total scholarship dollars awarded amounted to
$500,000.00. HBCU schools serve a very important function in the post
- secondary education of many students and have played a particularly
pivotal role in Omega, who counts many of its members as graduates
from a HBCU institution.
Finally, on December 22, 2019, our official Achievement Week festivities
concluded with our Achievement Week Church service held at the Greater Mt. Zion AME Church, Trenton, NJ under the direction of Brother
Frank I. Smart, Senior Pastor. This year’s Achievement Week church
service was particularly timely as the chapter used the opportunity to support Brother Pastor Smart who is dealing with some personal illnesses.
Brother Smart expressed having the Brothers in the Church was truly a
sign of our cardinal principle – Uplift.
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Delta Upsilon Brother Kevin Derricote Honored
Trenton, NJ. November 19, 2019. Brother Kevin Derricotte was recognized and honored on Tuesday November 19, 2019 during the first annual Kings, Honoring Greatness of Manhood awards program sponsored
by the Power Couple Movement organization, during the organization’s
International Men’s Day held at the Embassy Suites in Elizabeth, NJ.
The award is dedicated to recognizing outstanding husbands, fathers,
brothers, sons, pastors, and community leaders. Brother Derricotte was
awarded for his nearly four decades of professional and community service in the local Essex County, NJ area; as a member of the Rider College Alumni board and as an instructor at NYU and as a Public Relations
Consultant for the City of Linden.

Brother Kevin Derricote

Delta Upsilon Read Across America Day
Trenton, NJ. November 12. 2019. Six Brothers from the Delta Upsilon
Chapter participated in the first “Read Across the District Program” at
Joyce Kilmer Elementary School located in Trenton, NJ. The Brothers
read to three third grade classes and three fourth grade classes, which
included approximately 60 students. At the conclusion, the Principal sent
an email thanking the Brothers for reading to the students and specifically
stated, “It was wonderful to hear and see our children have such a great
time with such outstanding and distinguished gentlemen and they bonded
so well!” The Brothers and students thoroughly enjoyed the experience
and the program was a huge success!

Delta Upsilon Brother Dr. Garry Keel reading to students

Delta Upsilon HBCU College Fair

Over 1,000 students and parents attending Delta Upsilon’s Annual HBCU College Fair
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Delta Upsilon Brothers on the Move
Brother Dr. Darwin Davis Named Dental Director for
State of New Jersey
Brother Dr. Darwin K. Hayes, DDS, MHA, FAGD was named Dental
Director for the State of New Jersey. The appointment of Dr. Darwin K.
Hayes, DDS, MHA, FAGD, marks the first time in more than 30 years
that New Jersey has had a Dental Director.
“We are pleased to welcome Dr. Hayes as part of our leadership team,”
Deputy Commissioner Deborah Hartel said. “With his knowledge and
expertise, the Department will be able to expand oral health initiatives to
address our most vulnerable populations.”
In his new role, Dr. Hayes will oversee dental services and programs for
New Jersey residents. He will also be responsible for developing and
overseeing an Oral Health Plan for the state. Prior to joining the Department, Dr. Hayes served nearly seven years as the Lead Co-Director
of the General Practice Residency (GPR) Program at BronxCare Health
System, the second largest GPR program in the U.S

Brother Charlie Williams, PhD. Appointed Executive Director for
EEO & Diversity for NJ Civil Service Commission
Brother Charlie M. Williams, Ph.D. was appointed Executive Director
for EEO and Diversity programs by The New Jersey Civil Service Commission (CSC). In the newly created role of Executive Director of EEO
and Diversity Programs, Dr. Charlie M. Williams will oversee the development and implementation of coordinated initiatives to address EEO
and diversity in state government employment. Charlie brings over twenty years of experience in diversity, equity, and equal employment opportunity and affirmative action (EEO/AA), with an emphasis on developing
and implementing inclusion and diversity policies. Most recently, Charlie
served as Director of the Office of Affirmative Action Programs at Kean
University. In his role, he provided enforcement and mediation for Equal
Employment Opportunity and Affirmative Action (EEO/AA) complaint
processing and worked closely with the Attorney General’s Office. Prior
to joining Kean, Charlie was the Director of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action (EO/AA) at the College of New Jersey in Ewing, New
Jersey. In addition, Charlie holds both a Doctor of Philosophy and Master’s in Public Administration from Rutgers University, and a Bachelor of
Arts in Psychology and Administration from Rider University

Brother Donald Davis receives Lifetime Achievement Award from
The Smith Family Foundation
Brother Donald Davis was awarded with a Lifetime Achievement Award
by the Smith Family Foundation for his outstanding vision, dedication
and commitment to the Trenton, NJ community. Brother Davis has had
a long history of working with and uplifting Trenton students and their
families through education, mentoring, and family counseling as a member of the senior Administration at Mercer County College and the Director of its Upward Bound Pre-college program. Furthermore, Brother
Davis has been a member of the Fraternity since 1971; first as a member
of the Iota Gamma chapter (Trenton State College) and now as a member of Delta Upsilon serving on the social action, health initiatives, and
education committees.
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Delta Upsilon and Nu Nu Fight to End Homelessness

Delta Upsilon Brothers participating at the Bike Ride to support a homeless shelter

Trenton, NJ. September 2019. Brothers from Delta Upsilon and Nu Nu
(Willingboro, NJ) Chapters joined over 50 bike enthusiasts for a 12.4
miles bike ride throughout the streets of Ewing Township, NJ raising

over $1,000 for Homefront, a Mercer County organization that works to
end homelessness in our community.

Delta Upsilon Fights Prostate Cancer at Fathers Day Run Walk

Delta Upsilon Brothers participating at the Fathers Day Run/Walk

Trenton, NJ. June 2019. More than 70 members of the Delta Upsilon
Chapter and the Mercer PanHellenic Council participated in the annual
Father’s Day Walk/Run to bring awareness to Prostate Cancer. This
year’s team raised nearly $3,000 and was acknowledged as the team with
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the most participants. This was the 5th year that Delta Upsilon Chapter,
through its Health Initiatives committee has led the effort. Over the 5
years, the members have raised over $12,000.
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Delta Upsilon Supports National Effort to End Kidney Disease

Delta Upsilon Brothers at the New Jersey Kidney Walk

Trenton, NJ. September 2019. Under the leadership of Brother Corridor
IV Rep Delrecole Gales and Chapter Social Action Chairperson, Brother
Aula Sumbry; Brothers walked 3 miles during the National Foundation’s
NJ Kidney Walk to bring awareness and to support to the National Kid-

ney Foundation and its work to eradicate renal disease. IHQ has partnered with the National Kidney Foundation to support walks throughout
the country as renal disease is a disease that disproportionately effects
African Americans

Delta Upsilon’s Earl Phillips Reclamation and Retention Breakfast

Delta Upsilon Brothers at the Earl Phillips Reclamation and Retention Breakfast

Trenton, NJ. May 2019. Delta Upsilon celebrated its annual Earl Phillips Reclamation and Retention Breakfast. Our guest speaker Brother
Rev. Dr. Dwain Harrell, 2nd District Chaplain spoke to this year’s theme:
“Making our Way Back to Omega: A Call to Serve the Greater Good.”
Brother David Ushery, NBC newscaster again was our Master of Ceremony. Over 50 Brothers attended the event.
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The following Brothers have been fully reclaimed back into the sacred
fold of Omega after attending the Earl Phillips Reclamation and Retention Breakfast:
Roger E. Carey - Initiated 1979, Iota Gamma Chapter, Harry Parker Initiated 1975, Beta Chapter, Bernard Porter - Initiated 1979, Iota Gamma
Chapter, David Ushery - Initiated 1986, Tau Iota Chapter
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Delta Upsilon Golf Outing Raises Over $15,000
Trenton, NJ. August 2019. Along with the Omega Delta Upsilon Foundation, Delta Upsilon held its annual Stanley W. Davis Scholarship Golf
outing. Over 100 golfers took to the links to raise money for deserving
high school and community college students in the greater Mercer County area seeking to further their education as well as the annual HBCU college fair held each year during the Delta Upsilon’s annual Achievement
Week activities. The annual Stanley W. Davis is named after Brother
Stan Davis who was a devoted member of the Chapter and Foundation
and supporter of young adults wishing to extend their education beyond
high school. This year’s event raised over $15000.

Delta Upsilon Brothers register to play at the golf outing

Delta Upsilon Awards Scholarships to Four Worthy Candidates

Trenton, NJ. June 2019. Delta Upsilon and its foundation arm, the Omega Delta Upsilon Foundation awarded $4000 in scholarship monies
to 4 deserving high school students. Scholarship chairperson, Brother Jeff Sumners indicated that this group of students showed superior
academic, athletic, and community activism
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Tau Lambda Lambda Achievement Week Celebration
Waldorf, MD. November 2019. As Omega prepared to celebrate its
108th year of existence, the Brothers of Tau Lambda Lambda, at the
direction of Bro. Greg Carter, TLL Achievement Week chairman, came
together for worship, fellowship, acts of service and to celebrate the men
and women who help shape the tri-county area of Southern Md.
The theme for this year’s Achievement Week celebration was “Omega –
Now is The Time for Serious Thinking and Impact”. In true Omega fashion, the men of Tau Lambda Lambda, representing the tri-county area of
Calvert, Charles and St. Mary’s counties, answered the call.
Kicking off Achievement Week on Saturday, November 9th, TLL held its
Achievement Luncheon at Middleton Hall, where the guest speaker was
the Grand KRS, Brother Mark Jackson. The Citizen of the Year award
was given to three honorees from the Tri-county area for their notable
achievements and service to Southern Maryland. The honorees are as
follows: Calvert County, Ms. Lisa Gross; Charles County, Chef Kendall
Selby and representing St. Mary’s County was Bro. William Hall, III.
Brothers of Tau Lambda Lambda were also recognized for their dedication and service. Brother Jake Prater was honored as the Omega Man
of the Year; Colonel Charles Young Military Leadership Award, Brother
Kaleth O. Wright; Basileus Award, Brother Vandrin Jenkins; Legacy
Award, Brother David Collins and Superior Service, Brother Anthony
Bryant.
On Sunday, TLL came together for worship at Plum Point United Methodist Church in Huntingtown, MD.
An opportunity to give back and love of fellowship brought the men of
TLL together on Monday at the Buffalo Wild Wings in Waldorf, MD.
3-hole binders and over 200 non-perishable can goods were collected to
donate to General Smallwood Middle School.
Tuesday, saw the Brothers of Tau Lambda Lambda assembled to handle
the business of Omega during the monthly General Body Meeting. At
this meeting, TLL swore in the newly elected chapter executive council
with Bro. Dr. Kevin Turner serving as Basileus, Bro. Sifiso Mkhize as
Vice Basileus, Bro. Quentin Lowe as Keeper of Records and Seal and
Bro. Jai Brown as Keeper of Finance.
On Sunday, November 17, the brothers of Tau Lambda Lambda, along
with brothers from all over the world at gathered at the birthplace of
Omega, Howard University, to attend the annual Rededication Ceremo-

TLL Omega Man of the Year, Brother Jake Prater

-ny.. This experience never gets old as we are all reminded of the ideals
of the four founders, Dr. Ernest Just, Dr. Oscar Cooper, Professor Frank
Coleman and Bishop Edgar Love, which led to the founding of our illustrious fraternity.
“Omega – Now is The Time for Serious Thinking and Impact”, a fitting theme as now more than ever the world needs men of character to
answer the call to action and the Brothers of TLL enjoyed giving back
and look forward to making an even bigger impact on the Southern MD
community.
For more information on Tau Lambda Lambda programs and activities,
please visit www.southernmdques.org

TLL Assist Local NAACP Chapter Donating 500 School Back Packs
Lexington Park, MD. August 10, 2019. As the upcoming school year
approaches, students and their parents were in line as early as 9:15am on
Saturday morning to enter Lexington Park Elementary School to receive
free backpacks and school supplies.
In an effort to get the ball rolling on the school year, the men of the Tau
Lambda Lambda Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. showed up
early to assist the St. Mary’s County NAACP with their Back to School
Fair. St. Mary’s County NAACP President and member of Tau Lambda
Lambda, William ‘BJ’ Hall said, “We strive to be of service to our community. The Back to School Fair supported families by providing the
school supplies at no cost, got the students excited about getting ready for
the new school year and gave parents valuable information about community resources”.
Along with light refreshments, the event included informational mini
sessions covering topics like organizational and time management tips,
health and nutrition, anti-bullying, communication and managing emotions, avoiding homework stress, and the importance of developing a
partnership between the student, parent and teacher. Numerous local
agencies had displays with giveaways and brochures.
Hall stated the NAACP is extremely appreciative to the many individuals, businesses and organizations whose volunteer service made the Fair
a huge success. Hall added, “At the end of the day we put smiles on the
faces and school supplies in the hands of almost 500 students and we are
very proud of that!”
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TLL Brothers at Lexington Park School Back Pack giveaway

www.opp2d.org

Voice of the Second District

The Omegan

TLL - JLWCS Foundation 3rd Cancer Survivor Masquerade Ball
Waldorf, MD. October 26, 2019. On the evening of Saturday, October
26, the John Lancaster & W. Cecil Short Charity Foundation in partnership with the brothers of Tau Lambda Lambda Chapter of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity, Inc., held its 3rd Annual Cancer Survivor Masquerade Ball at
Middleton Hall Event Center.
Attended by more than 300 guests, the evening’s honorees included five
courageous women who have fought and overcome breast cancer; Deborah Patrick, Nyema Taylor, Alexis Henson, Michelle Decanay and Batesha Bouler,
Kaleth O. Wright, Chief Master Sergeant of the US Air Force, gave the
evening’s keynote address, giving words of encouragement, comfort and
inspiration to overcome adversity.
Thanks to attendees, sponsors, generous donors and a silent auction, over
$10,000 was raised with the proceeds being used to support organizations

that provide support and treatment for cancer patients.
While expressing her appreciation of the night, honoree Alexis Henson
stated that “I wanted to thank the entire organization for making Saturday
a day I will never forget. Everything was absolutely wonderful and being amongst some amazing “warrior women” was hands down the best
feeling.”
Founded in 2005, the John Lancaster & W. Cecil Short Charity Foundation has worked to improve the lives of individuals and families through
education, cultural activities and scholarships/grants.
None of this happens without the support of people like you. To become
a partner in this work and make a tax-exempt donation to the John Lancaster & W. Cecil Short Charity Foundation, please visit www.jlwcscharityfoundation.org

TLL Feeds Families During Thanksgiving
November 23, 2019. Waldorf, MD. The Brothers of Tau Lambda
Lambda hosted it’s third annual Project GiveBack to provide Thanksgiving meals to the Southern Maryland communities of Charles, Calvert and
St. Mary’s.
The giveaway was hosted at Dr. Gustavus Brown Elementary in Waldorf, MD and enabled TLL to successfully execute the delivery 141 full
Thanksgiving boxes to families in the Southern Maryland area. The content of the boxes Each box included: turkey, ham, cornbread dressing,
cranberry sauce, onions, cabbage, green beans, potatoes, sweet potatoes,
vegetables, biscuits, and desserts.
Bro. Prince Brown, organizer of the event stated that “Each year, this

blessed to be a blessing to others and am deeply moved by the outpouring
of gratitude from those who are able to feed their families this holiday
season”.
Special thanks to the John Lancaster and W. Cecil Short (JL&WCS)
Charity Foundation, the 501© (3) philanthropic arm of Tau Lambda
Lambda and a host of other volunteers who took time out to make this an
extremely successful and rewarding event.
To make a tax-exempt donation or to support this program through the
John Lancaster & W. Cecil Short Charity Foundation, please visit www.
jlwcscharityfoundation.org

Tau Lambda Lambda Adopt-a-Road Cleanup

TLL Brothers at the Smallwood Drive Adopt-A-Road Cleanup

Waldorf, MD. September 21, 2019. Over two dozen Brothers from the
Tau Lambda Lambda chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. gathered
on a beautiful Saturday morning to fellowship and to do the work of
Omega, while supporting the Charles County Adopt-a-Road program.
The chapter has been a participant in the program since 2007.
The Adopt-A-Road Program, helps to keep Charles County cleaner,
saves taxpayer dollars, and promotes local community involvement and
civic responsibility.
TLL’s participation in this program helps reduce trash and litter along
County roads to maintain a clean and attractive environment. The chapter services a 1.5 mile stretch which begins at the intersection of Small-
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wood Drive and Middletown Road. Cleaning both sides of the roadway,
TLL collected 10 (30 pound) garbage bags during this clean up.
Charles County encourages residents/businesses to help combat the
ever–increasing problem of littering by “adopting” a County road. Volunteers receive sign recognition for cleaning their road three (3) times in
a calendar year.
Residents and middle/high school students are invited to participate (to
acquire mandated volunteer hours) and fellowship with members of TLL
while serving their community. For more information on Adopt-A-Road
programs, please visit www.charlescountymd.gov/pw/environmental/
adopt-road-program.

31

The Omegan

Voice of the Second District

Akida H. Jordan Perseverance 5K Run/Walk for Cancer Awareness

TLL Participants at the Akita H. Jordan 5K Walk/Run for Cancer Awareness

White Plains MD. September 14, 2019. It was a beautiful late summer morning as the crowds began to assemble early for the 2nd Akida H.
Jordan Perseverance 5K Walk/Run held on the Indian Head Rail Trail.
75 men, women and children arrived full of enthusiasm and excitement
about the run. At the opening ceremony, Health Committee Chairman,
Bro. Theron “TJ” Hudson acknowledged the presence of the family of
Bro. Akida H. Jordan, to a rousing applause. It was acknowledged by all
in attendance that cancer had affected each of them, in some way, shape
or form.
The race, which was initially held in September of 2015 as the “Perseverance 5k”, was renamed last year to the Akida H. Jordan Perseverance
5K in memory of the founder of the race and former Health Initiative
Chairman, who passed away in May of 2018 after a lengthy battle with
leukemia.

Following an opening prayer and a quick stretch and warm-up session led
by Bro. Tyrone Stevenson, the participants were off to the races!
At the conclusion of the run, participants gathered for the presentation of
the race awards. The top finishing Male medal was awarded to Thurman
Lamont Sutton and the top finishing female medal was awarded to Dr.
Tamara Davis.
Those in attendance were treated to a host of post run refreshments to include Chick-fila breakfast sandwiches, where were a hit with the crowd.
Closing ceremonies included photos and music played by Bro. Arthur
Mason aka DJ MASE. The run has helped to raise money and awareness of cancer throughout the Tri-county areas of Calvert, Charles, and
St. Mary’s.

TLL Brother Heads HBCU Planning Committee

Washington, D.C. December 2019. Brother Bernard Jackson has served
as the President of the Alfred Street Baptist Church Historically Black
College and University (HBCU) Planning Committee since March 2016
and leads a team of 45 volunteers to conduct one of the largest scholarship fund-raising college festivals in the US with participants from 70+
colleges/universities and 100+ organizations to deliver a one-day event
with 10,000+ attendees. He leads negotiations and partnerships with corporate and government agencies to secure support for the festival.
Brother Jackson’s leadership skills have enabled him to lead a diverse
team to improve the design, scale and effectiveness of the festival to provide greater support to the community. Over the past few years the efforts of Brother Jackson have stimulated more than $20 million dollars
in scholarship offers awarded to students primarily in African American
Community.
The initial Alfred Street HBCU Festival was held February 2003 in the
church basement, with about 120 students in attendance. In 2011 the
festival grew to over 1000 students and was moved to TC Williams
High School. Brother Jackson served as the Chair of the Logistics SubCommittee starting in 2011. Brother Jackson was voted President of the
HBCU Planning Committee in March 2016.
Under Brother Jackson’s leadership, the 2017 HBCU Festival, with over
5,800 total attendees, highlighted that the festival had outgrown the T.C.
Williams venue, and was moved to the Gaylord at the National Harbor
in Maryland for 2018. The 2018 HBCU Festival with Facebook as the
featured sponsor, transitioned the Festival into one of the largest in the
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Brother Bernard Jackson

county with attendance exceeding 7,000 attendees.
In 2019, under the leadership of Brother Jackson the 2019 HBCU Festival was hosted at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center. The
2019 HBCU Festival was highly successful with over 10,000 registered
attendees and $11.6 million in scholarship offered to participating students. The total number of registered and unregistered attendees attending the 2019 HBCU Festival exceeded 15,000.
The 2020 HBCU Festival is scheduled to take place on Saturday, January
25 at the Gaylord National Resort and Convention Center in Oxon Hill,
MD.
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TLL Continues the Fight Against Illiteracy

TLL Brothers present 1000 books to 2nd District Assault on Illiteracy Chair, Brother John Berkley

Waldorf, MD. April 13, 2019. Tau Lambda Lambda has once again
stepped up to the plate and answered the call to provide much needed
support to young people’s ability to read. TLL’s Social Action and Assault on Illiteracy programs, donated over 1000 books to Bro. John
Berkley, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 2nd District Assault on Illiteracy
Chairman, in an effort to support six other Chapters within the Mighty
Second District Assault on Illiteracy program.
According to the US Department of Education and the National Institute of Literacy, the following statistics outline the state of literacy in the
United States:
1. 32 million adults cannot read in the United States equal to 14% of the
population.
2. 21% of US adults read below the 5th grade level.
3. 19% of high school graduates cannot read.
4. 85% of juveniles who interact with the juvenile court system are considered functionally illiterate.
5. 70% of inmates in America’s prisons cannot read above the fourth

grade level.
Tau Lambda Lambda has been a proponent of changing this narrative by
diligently working towards empowering our young people to take advantage of every opportunity to read. Given the times we currently live
in, technology has replaced the want and or need to read, which will
ultimately set future generations up for failure. Every time a book is donated, or a partnership is established with like-minded organizations such
as Forever Free Books, are just small steps that will make a great impact
on the future of our young people.
Tau Lambda Lambda’s Basileus Kevin Turner stated that “the brothers
of Tau Lambda Lambda have no greater joy then assisting the Second
District in such worthwhile activity. Our Assault on Illiteracy program
is second to none as we have given away over 10,000 books and have
hosted and participated in numerous reading lounges to interact and read
to young people.” In addition, Bro. Turner said that one of TLL’s favorite activities is shipping thousands of books to Pi Xi chapter in Nassau
Bahamas.

TLL Donates Funds to Cancer Research
Waldorf, MD. April 3, 2019. John Lancaster & W. Cecil Short Charity
Foundation President Jake Prater and Tau Lambda Lambda Vice Basileus
Jeff Cowins, members of the Tau Lambda Lambda Chapter of Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity, Inc., presented checks to the Natalie Williams’ Breast Care
Foundation ($2,000), Frenchettia Payne with the Victory and Empowerment Incorporation ($2,000), Ace’s Angels by Karen Thomas ($2,000)
and the American Cancer Society ($300), while guests on the WBGR
Health and Wellness Network Empowering “U” podcast.
The donated funds were raised in October 2018 at their Second Annual
Cancer Survivor’s Masquerade Ball. The event was sponsored by the
John Lancaster & W. Cecil Short Charity Foundation, in partnership with
Tau Lambda Lambda Chapter.
According to their website, The John Lancaster and W. Cecil Short Charity Foundation is a 501(c)(3) who believes in achieving the objectives
of support through participation in functions and events that make our
communities a better place to live, work and attend school; to support
education and cultural initiatives; to better the lives of Tri-County youth,
and aid their families during times of need; and to serve as leaders and
resources for the communities philanthropic needs.
Come join us again this year for a night of celebration and recognition
of the courageous individuals who have battled and beat cancer, as we
host our Third Annual Cancer Survivor’s Masquerade Ball on Saturday,
October 26, 2019 from 7p.m. to 1 a.m. at Middleton Hall, located at 4045
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TLL check presentation to Victory and Empowerment, Inc.

Renner Rd, Waldorf, MD 20602.
In addition to purchasing tickets, patrons are also welcomed and encouraged to show support for the sponsoring organizations and honorees by
purchasing an ad in our souvenir journal or becoming a corporate sponsor, please visit www.cancersurvivorsball.org. Proceeds from your generous support to this worthy cause will be used to continue supporting
local cancer survivors partnering organizations.
For more information about the John Lancaster & W. Cecil Short Charity
Foundation or to make a tax-exempt donation to support our scholarship
programs, please visit www.jlwcscharityfoundation.org.

33

The Omegan

Voice of the Second District

TLL Participates in Reading Across the District
Waldorf, MD. November 12, 2020. In support of Reading Across the
District Day, the Brothers of Tau Lambda Lambda gathered at Eva Turner
Elementary School in Waldorf, MD to read to students. Designated by the
2nd District’s Assault on Illiteracy Committee, TLL jumped at the opportunity to interact with the youth to help foster a love a reading.
A study of K-12 student reading habits demonstrated that “six extra minutes of reading per day can turn a struggling reader into one who meets
or surpasses their grade’s benchmark”.
As a part of Tau Lambda Lambda’s mission to support Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity’s Assault on Illiteracy Program, TLL has routinely partnered
with Forever Free Books, a locally acclaimed literacy program that circulates high-quality free books into student homes, along with reading out
loud to children to promote and encourage a love of reading and shared
reading as a family activity.
Eva Turner Principal, Gary Lesko stated that he was “extremely grateful
to the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. Tau Lambda Lambda Chapter for
reading to our students during Read Across the District Day. Our students
truly enjoyed it.”
TLL Brother reading to students

TLL Ice Cream Social Action with Veterans
Charlotte Hall, MD. August 31, 2019. Brothers of the Tau Lambda
Lambda Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. spent the afternoon
hosting its annual ice cream social for the residents of the Charlotte Hall
Veterans Home.
Charlotte Hall Veterans Home has been proudly “Serving Those Who
Served” since 1985. The Home is situated on 126 beautiful acres in St.
Mary’s County, Maryland, and offers and a continuum of care through
their assisted living and skilled nursing program.
Residents and staff had their choice of vanilla, chocolate, or strawberry
ice cream with all the toppings. The Brothers of TLL always enjoy the
time spent fellowshipping with the residents, some of whom reminisced
about their time in the armed forces.
Social Action Chairman, Bro. Quentin Lowe stated, “We must never forget the debt of gratitude we owe those who have served our country.”

TLL Brother with disabled veteran at the Ice Cream Social
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Xi Phi Chapter Member Profile - Brother Jesse L. Askew
Harlem, NY. January 9, 2020. The couple that prays together makes
moves together stays together. Such is the case for the quintessential
couple Jesse and Joanne Askew who both are considered successful individuals. The couple is one of many influential husband and wife tandems
in Harlem, New York’s Xi Phi Chapter.
Brother Jesse L. Askew – Xi Phi ‘85 is the Co-Founder & Chief Marketing Officer of Gemini NYC. A marketing agency with fashion clients
such as Pony, Rocawear, Umbro, and London Fog. Prior he held Senior
Vice President and Vice President positions respectively at firms Digital
Factory, Ketchum and Ruder Finn creating global campaigns for Ford
Motors, Eastman Kodak, Mondelez International, Novartis, and Kering
Group. In 2002, he launched 310 Racing the first African Americanowned and driven full-season team in the Indy Racing League, and in
2005 produced the Sundance nominated film “This Revolution” featuring
Rosario Dawson.
As president of Xi Phi chapter’s nonprofit Community Uplift Through
Perseverance (CUP), Jesse has been active in program development
and fundraising initiatives of the Omega Black College Tour for over
25 years. He earned his MBA from Metropolitan College of New York,
BA from Saint Augustine’s University, and served as a Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation Fellow at Boston University. His wife Joanne is a
Senior Manager at the international law firm Sullivan & Cromwell LLP,
renowned for its business and commercial practice. She’s the former Vice
Basileus of Zeta Nu Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.,
spearheads ZNO’s Model United Nations Initiative and serves as president of the chapter’s nonprofit foundation.
Despite their work schedules, the humble pair lead a considerably normal life and have become known for their community service throughout
Westchester, NY. Their commitment to giving back, supporting educational initiatives and personal donations have garnered noted community
respect for the Askew family name. As legacies community service has
become a recognizable trait among their daughters Jeanine, Janelle, and
Jeanette. Married for 30 years in October, like most parents what this
couple enjoys most is spending time with their children.
Jeanine a graduate of Penn State University is also a member of ZNO
chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Janelle a graduate of the
University of Albany is a former Basileus of Pi Kappa chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. And Jeanette is a senior at the School of the
Holy Child, member of the national honor society, on the school council,
and will begin her freshman year in college this coming fall. The grandiose tendency for Facebook and Instagram flash that normally comes
with corporate and community recognition is missing here. But, therein
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Xi Phi Power Couple - Brother Jesse and Joanne Askew

with corporate and community recognition is missing here. But, therein
with corporate and community recognition is missing here. But, therein
lies the virtue and grace of Jesse and Joanne - having it doesn’t necessarily mean you should flaunt it or need to. Focusing on God, family, and
friendship has proven to provide this couple even bigger life rewards.
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Omicron Chi Reclamation, Retention Cigar Fellowship
Plainfield, NJ. December 27, 2019. The “Mighty OX” Omicron Chi
Chapter, Plainfield, NJ held its annual holiday Cigar Quefficionado, Reclamation, Retention, and Friendship event at the Ashes N Embers Cigar
Lounge in Somerville, NJ.
This event, which started back a few years ago with only a handful of
brothers looking to get out after spending the holiday with family and
friends has now grown into an annual gathering.
There was a Who’s Who of brothers from New Jersey in the building
with neighboring chapters such as Rho Lambda Lambda, Nu Lambda

Lambda, Eta Pi, Upsilon Phi, Tau Mu and Rho Zeta just to name a few.
We also had a few special visitors from Pennsylvania come through, our
very own 2nd District Counselor Bro Bertrand Harry and 2nd District
Scholarship Committee Chair Bro Keir Pemberton also participated in
the festivities. In all there were close to Forty-Five brothers in attendance.
A special thanks goes out to the Mighty OX Reclamation Retention Committee for continuing to pave the way in terms of Reclamation and for
what it means to fellowship amongst the brothers of Omega

Omicron Chi Christmas Party
Piscataway, NJ. December 28, 2019. The men of Omega Psi Phi gathered at House of Spain restaurant in Plainfield, New Jersey as the Omicron Chi Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated celebrated
their annual Christmas Party. This event has been hosted by the Omicron
Chi chapter for the past 25 years.
Omicron Chi chapter Basileus Mike Smith brought opening remarks and
greetings as several brothers with a long tenure in the fraternity were
recognized and honored. Bro. David Jefferson Jr was the master of cer-

emonies along side Chair Bro. Terrence Onyiuke, to present an exciting
and fulfilling night of food, friendship and fellowship. Over 100 guests
attended and participated in this wonderful event.
The party included a live deejay, complimentary buffet, refreshments and
a giveaway raffle for all involved. Committee Chairman Bro. Terrance
Onyiuke and Bro. Edward Drew led the way in making sure as many
people as possible were enjoying the festivities.

Omicron Chi Bright Smiles, Bright Futures Program

Omiceon Chi Brothers in front of the Colgate Bright Smiles, Bright Futures Van

Plainfield, NJ. October 11, 2019. The “Mighty OX” Omicron Chi Chapter, Plainfield, NJ partnered with the Jefferson School, Plainfield, NJ
and the Colgate Bright Smiles, Bright Futures Program to bring Dental
Awareness and Dental Hygiene to the youth of Plainfield, NJ.
This is the first year that the Mighty OX has partnered with the Jefferson
School and the fourth time Colgate has partnered with the Mighty OX
to provide much needed dental screening to our youth. The program is
designed to provide a non-evasive dental screening to children ages 1-12.
This year we screened 126 kids which is 32% of the total school popula-
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night Football Fellowship is a welcomed sight.
This year we had about fourteen brothers come out to fellowship to watch
the game between the Pittsburgh Steelers vs. the Cleveland Browns. The
Cleveland Browns won the game by a final score of 21-7. However, the
outcome of the game is secondary to the good time had by all.
Lastly, in addition to the fellowship money was collected and a small
donation was made on behalf of Omicron Chi to help benefit the Alzheimer’s Foundation.
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Omicron Chi Reads to Jefferson Elementary School Students
Plainfield, NJ. November 12, 2019. Omega Men of the Second District
ventured out to take part in the first Read Across the District Day, the
Brothers of the Omicron Chi Chapter had the pleasure of partnering with
Jefferson Elementary School in Plainfield, NJ.
The morning was filled with excitement and anticipation as the staff and
students of Jefferson welcomed the Men of the Mighty OX into their
classrooms. More than 10 Brothers were able to visit classrooms for
approximately twenty-minute intervals throughout the morning, reading
age appropriate books to the students and conversing with them about
the material read. Through the enthusiastic efforts of Principal Parham,
Jefferson’s teachers, and the planning of our Brother Lamont Harris Jr.
all 22 classrooms (about 450 students in total) participated. The Men
of Omicron Chi look forward to a continued partnership with Jefferson
School and the students of Plainfield.

Omicron Chi Brother reads to Jefferson Elem. School students

Omicron Chi Achievement Week Activities

The Mighty OX Brothers at the Uplift Awards Ceremony

Plainfield, NJ. November 2019. The Omicron Chi Chapter kicked off
the 2019 Achievement Week on Saturday November 9 with our Uplift
Award Luncheon. There were approximately 90 people in attendance to
celebrate our honorees for Founders Award (Bro. Mel Lewis ’58), Omega
Man of the Year (Brother Jiles Ship ‘ 81), Citizen of the Year Award
(Brother Assemblyman Benji Wimberly ‘ 80), Uplift Award (Bro. Delrecole Gales ’86), Basileus Superior Service Award (Brother Tim Brown ‘
92), Educator of the Year Award (Bro. Nick Solomon ’00) and Extraordinary Effort Award (Bro. Ed Drew ’17).
On Sunday November 10th we participated in a Church Fellowship at
the home church of one of our Chapter Brothers. There where 12 Brothers in attendance. We made a chapter contribution of $500 to St. John’s
Baptist church. Additionally, on Sunday November 10th we held a Life
Members Brunch with another 12 Brothers in attendance where good
time and great Fellowship was had by all.
On Tuesday November 12th we continued our Achievement Week celebration by participating in Read Across the District. Nine (9) Brothers
participated and we were able to reach 22 classrooms and approximately
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450 students. Our host school was Jefferson Elementary School where
one of our Chapter Brother is an educator.
On Thursday November 14th we conducted our Talent Hunt Auditions
with 5 Brothers serving as judges and 4 participants auditioning in song
and dance. Also, on Thursday November 14th we held our Reclamation
and Football Fellowship night; where 12 Brothers joined to Fellowship
and bask in the glow of Omega. Additionally, we made a monetary contribution to the local Alzheimer’s Society.
On Saturday November 16th, in conjunction with St. John’s Baptist
Church we held our “Feed the Less Fortunate” event. Fifteen (15) Brothers boxed enough dinners to serve over 160 of the most underprivileged
and underserved members of our community.
And last but not certainly least, on Sunday November 17th we participated in our Founders Day Celebration with the Phi Upsilon Chapter. Six
(6) Omicron Chi Chapter Brothers participated in the celebratory event.
Throughout this amazing week of events, 74 Chapter Brothers participated logging over 220 hours supporting our community.
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Omicron Chi Football Fellowship
S. Plainfield, November 14, 2019. The “Mighty OX” Omicron Chi
Chapter, Plainfield, NJ held their Annual Achievement Week Football
Fellowship at El Toro Loco Restaurant in South Plainfield, NJ.
Every year, during our Achievement Week activities, the Mighty OX always tries to find time to fellowship. During our Achievement Week we
typically have a number of different activities consisting of, our Uplift
Awards where we honor our chapter brothers for their accomplishments
for the year, Church Fellowship, Life Members Brunch, Feed the Less
Fortunate Program, Talent Hunt Auditions, and this year we also had the

tion. Out of the 126 students screened 46 were identified as Class 1-No
visible Dental Problems, 55 were identified as Class 2-Mild Dental Problems, 22 were identified as Class 3-Severe Dental Problems and 4 were
identified as Class 4-Emergency Dental Treatment Required. Both Jefferson and Colgate are looking forward to forging a continued partnership
and plans are already in place for next year’s screening.
Of course community service events could not take place without volunteers. All toll there were 7 brothers from the Mighty OX that assisted in
the event. The event was free and ran from 9am to 12pm.

Omicron Chi - The Kids Deserve Toys, Christmas OX-perience

Omiceon Chi Brothers bless kids with toys at Christmas

Plainfield, NJ. December 2019. It is said that the holiday season is “the
most wonderful time of the year”; however, for many families in our own
community, this isn’t so. There are individuals who are not necessarily
feeling joyful; but they are labeled as grumpy, or in spite of Christmas, a
“Grinch”. It is easy for us to get away from the true meaning of the holiday and the spirit of giving. It is important to remember that while many
of us are scrambling to buy the latest toys and games for our children;
and jewelry, bags, and shoes for our loved ones, that there are a lot of
people who are not so fortunate. Families who are less fortunate go the
entire year without shelter, food, and gifts of any kind. For this reason, we
must act in the true spirit of the holiday season, the sole reason why it’s
considered “the most wonderful time of the year”; which is giving back
and helping those in need. We have to lift as we climb, and give back to
the ones who may have lost hope and any chance at finding it again.
Well, the brothers of Omicron Chi give back to their community during
the holiday season by providing an experience of happiness and hope for
families in need. The families are recommended by local social service
networks with access to such information. The families are given a wish
list to provide the chapter with their “list for Santa” and items they may
need. During the weeks leading to Christmas, the brothers and their families purchase the exact gifts the families ask for, in addition to necessi-
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ties. Gifts are purchased for 8-10 families who typically would not have
received any. The committee chair hosts a wrapping party to prepare and
wrap gifts for each family to open on Christmas Day. On the weekend before Christmas, they host a brunch to fellowship with the families, while
sharing a hot meal. The parents are overwhelmed with gratitude, and the
children are filled with joy as they play amongst each other and get to
make one last request to Santa himself! The day is refreshing and purpose
is fulfilled as this experience provides the families with hope that there is
a more promising future ahead of them. The families are reassured that
there are people in their community who care; and who are ready and
willing to help.
The fraternity was founded on four cardinal principals: Manhood,
Scholarship, Perseverance and Uplift. This organization hold’s itself to
a higher standard who has and always will continue to impact the world
in every way they can. Uplift to its members mean sharing ones gifts
with the community in the form of verifiable aid, activism and leadership.
There are plenty of ways one can help make a difference in the lives of
others; however, Omega Men at Omicron Chi have made it their mission
annually to live up to the true meaning of “the most wonderful time of the
year”; to give back, and boy do they always feel good doing it!

www.opp2d.org

Voice of the Second District

The Omegan

Omicron Chi Hosts the Minority Business Community
with Top State Business Leaders

Ken Armwood, Middlesex County Freeholder, speaking to local entrepreneurs

South Plainfield, NJ. October 30, 2019. Some 30 small business owners and prospective entrepreneurs convened at the El Toro Loco Restaurant in South Plainfield, NJ to network, promote their businesses,
and make new business connections. Omicron Chi Chapter hosted the
small business community as part of the chapter’s ongoing business and
economic development initiatives. The Omicron Chi Business Card Exchange and Networking Event drew businesses from throughout the state
to promote minority business development and help build a solid minority economic base.
Brother Mike Smith, Basileus of Omicron Chi Chapter, gave opening
remarks, along with Brother Horace Baldwin, Chair of the Four Pillars
Foundation. Guest speakers for the event included Middlesex County
Freeholder Ken Armwood, Chairman of the Middlesex County Economic Development and Education Committee, and Ms. Hester Agudosi,
Esq., Chief Diversity Officer for the State of New Jersey appointed by
the Governor in 2018 to lead diversity and inclusion of small and minority businesses in the state. Both speakers shared a wealth of information
and guidance to navigate the procurement process. “It was vitally important to hear directly from these two iconic leaders”, said Brother Jeff
Blanchard, Chair of the Omicron Chi Business and Economic Development Committee, who coordinated the event, “and the message they both

delivered was well received by our guests.”
”“Ms. Agudosi’s description of the existing corporate environment and
the current levels of “inclusion” thoroughly resonated with the group, as
well as, the importance of advocating for tax dollars to be recirculated
back into the community to serve the purpose of sustaining business and
economic growth”, stated Brother Blanchard. According to U.S. Small
Business Administration, minority-owned businesses made up just 27%
of all small businesses in the State of New Jersey in 2018. Jeffery Dunn,
a long-time business owner and head of the Plainfield Chamber of Commerce said, “ this type of outreach is important and today we heard from
the very best on the topic of business and economic development.” Other
guests included Ms. Elayne McClain, Director of the Small Business Development Center at Rutgers University.
The Business Card Exchange and Networking event is an extension of
the Omicron Chi Business Roundtable. The chapter’s business and economic development initiatives have reached more than 350 stakeholders since its inception. The Omicron Chi Chapter is committed to ideal
of economic “Uplift” and will continue to host these and other types of
business development forums to build the capacity of minority entrepreneurs and open more opportunities for small businesses to thrive in the
marketplace.

Hester Agudosi, Chief Diversity Officer, State of New Jersey

www.opp2d.org

39

The Omegan

Voice of the Second District

Omicron Chi Feeds The Less Fortunate/Voter Registration
Scotch Plains, NJ. November 16, 2019. Brothers from the Second District’s Omicron Chi (Mighty OX) Chapter, Plainfield, NJ participated
along with members of the St. John Baptist Church in Scotch Plains, NJ
in providing over 200 substantial and nutritious meals to the less fortunate. After preparing meals at the church, delivery was made to those
indigent residents living in the Park Hotel of Plainfield. This is a municipal facility dedicated to helping those who are in need. The OX chapter
recognizes the opportunity to work with the city in assisting with the
uplift of those who are less fortunate. In conjunction with literature prepared by the Central Jersey Chapter of the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
leaflets regarding the 2020 Census were handed out during the event and
brothers explained, while emphasizing the need for all of the residents at
the facility to be counted in the next census.
Along with providing meals for the less fortunate, the chapter is in the
process of developing a strategic plan for increasing voter registration. In
this critically important era of extreme division within the national political spectrum, the OX chapter is providing leadership in engaging the local community and encouraging all eligible citizens to become registered
and ultimately vote when the time comes. The plans to register potential
voters includes the production of palm cards with essential information
regarding political candidates, explanation of the issues that affect the
community, developing a handy voter registration kit that will make understanding the process simple and setting up registration sites at local
schools, places of business, libraries and shopping areas.
These are some of the projects the mighty OX is undertaking to provide
service to the community. It is with great dedication that we move forward with the preparation, using all due diligence, of the strategic plan to
effect positive change.
Mighty OX Brothers prepare meals at St. Johns Baptist Church

Chi Upsilon Chapter at the Leadership Conference

Kamala Harris and Brother Ben Crump at the Leadership Conference

Atlantic City, NJ. July 13, 2019. A large chapter delegation came out to support the activities of the Leadership Conference. The feature speakers
included presidential candidate Kamala Harris and our own Brother Benjamin Crump.
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Chi Upsilon Voter Registration at the Camden Street Festival

Chi Upsilon Brothers maning the Voter Registration booth at the Street Festival

Camden, NJ. September 14, 2019. The Brothers of Chi Upsilon Chapter for the 11th straight year set up a booth for voter registration. This
neighborhood street festival continues to grow larger and larger each
year. In addition to manning the registration booth brothers also moved

throughout the crowd seeking new voters to sign up. Helping to encourage folks to registrar to be able to vote was the feature artist of the afternoon, “Big Daddy Kane”.

Chi Upsilon Elks Parade

Chi Upsilon Brothers marching with banner at the Camden Elks Parade

Camden, NJ. October 6, 2019. Members of Chi Upsilon participated in the annual October “Elks Parade held in the City of Camden. The parade
showcased bands, drill teams, fraternal and lodge organization marching down Mt. Ephraim Avenue to the Elks lodge for a march down competition
and barbecue along with prizes and trophies for all participants.
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Chi Upsilon HBCU College Fair in Camden, NJ

Students and parents at the HBCU Fair in Camden, NJ.

Camden, NJ. November 19, 2019. For twelve straight years Chi Upsilon Chapter has participated along with two other local chapters, Pi Kappa
Kappa and Nu Nu in bringing the Black College experience to the BB&T Center in the City of Camden. This event brings a plethora of HBCU schools
all under one roof for over two thousand high schools from South Jersey and Philadelphia to sit down with and fill out applications get fees waived and
learn about the Black college life experience.

Chi Upsilon Founders Day Photos
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Chi Upsilon Founders Day Photos
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Gamma Pi Achievement Week

Gamma Pi Achievement Week Honorees

Prince George’s County, MD. November 17, 2019. Gamma Pi’s 2019
Achievement Week program had all the right touches and showed why
we are The Super Chapter when it comes to Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Inc. In a one week period from Saturday, November 9 through Sunday,
November 17, the Achievement Week Committee sponsored two major
community service projects, a well-attended community awards program, a packed dinner for Omega men only and a caravan of Brothers
who attended the annual Rededication Service at Howard University.
Bro. Grand Keeper of Record & Seal Mark Jackson and Prince George’s
County Councilman Bro. Derrick Leon Davis highlighted the week’s
events for The Super Chapter.
The week began with an outstanding community awards program on Saturday, November 9, at the Ernest Everette Just Middle School in Largo,
MD., an appropriate venue given the special week. The Hon. Bro. Davis,
of the local Prince George’s County Council, brought a challenging message as keynote speaker. His point: we are obligated to reach back, and
especially to help our youth.
In addition to Brother Davis’ remarks, the communitywide event was
highlighted by the always-anticipated individual awards for chapter and
community excellence. In the community, the award winners were The
Hon. State Del. Jazz Lewis, Citizen of the Year; teacher Stevie Prather, Educator of the Year; Metropolitan Baptist Church pastor the Rev.
Dr. Maurice Watson, Religious Leader of the Year; and Miss Brianna F.
Davis, Athlete of the Year. Within the chapter, Gamma Pi honored Bro.
Kevin Greenwood, outgoing Social Action Chair and incoming Assistant
Keeper of Records and Seal, as Omega Man of the Year; Bro. Sheku
Alieu, for Superior Service; and stalwart Brother Maurice Calhoun for
the Founders Award for lifetime achievement.
On Sunday, November 10, about 20 Brothers trekked to the PG House
Men’s Shelter for homeless men to deliver 200 suits and assorted accessories for the residents. Led by the Social Action committee, the inperson donation triggered emotions of joy and sincere appreciation from
the staff. In this one activity, Gamma Pi demonstrated in clear terms just
how Omega Psi Phi works. Brothers -- like-minded men of high ideals
-- used their foundation of Friendship to provide a much-needed service
to a forgotten part of the local community.
A few days later, the Gamma Pi Brothers participated in the Second
District “Read Across the District Day” on Tuesday, November 12. The
District called on all Omega Men throughout “2D” to gather at a local
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school and read to Fourth and Fifth graders. Gamma Pi read to students
at Gaywood Elementary School in Seabrook, where Bro. Damien Goins
is Principal, and the Mary Harris Jones Elementary School in Adelphi,
where Bro. Rev. Brian King teaches.
In their “usual and customary fashion,” Gamma Pi along with guest
Brothers from around the DMV broke bread during the Annual Brothers Only dinner at the upscale Martin’s at Camelot in Upper Marlboro.
Approximately 120 Brothers attended the dinner, headlined by Grand
Keeper of Records and Seal Bro. Jackson as the guest speaker.
The weeklong celebration concluded with another Brothers Only event,
which was the Annual Rededication program held at Howard University on Sunday, November 17, where the Grand Basileus, Bro. Dr. David
Marion, led the ceremony at a packed house in Howard’s Cramton Auditorium.
For The Super Chapter, it was a memorable week and a great reminder
about why Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. is so special. Thanks to Brothers Jeff Adkisson and Cruiz Alexander for heading this year’s Achievement Week activities.
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Gamma Pi’s Brother Tony Lee
“The Voice of MEAC Sports”

Washington, D.C. November 24, 2019. Omega has been and continues
to be present and vocal in all manner of human endeavors since 1911,
including in such fields as business and industry, education, law and
law enforcement, the military, politics, religion, the sciences, as well as
sports. Among the many voices, literally, is the Second District’s own
Bro. Tony Lee (Beta Gamma ’89, Cheyney State) who has served as a
sports announcer on the hallowed campus of Howard University for 3
years. Those familiar with Bro. Lee’s voice as an orator will tell you that
he has the “voice” and he is a master at the craft. He mixes his sense of
humor and friendly style to convey the mood of the event, no matter the
occasion. Bro. Lee not only serves as a paid announcer for his valued
abilities, but he gives of his time and talents as an emcee and host for area
Greek and community organizations for a range of social action programs
and fundraisers in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area. And where
and when appropriate for the varied venues, he makes it clear that he is an
Omega Man, which brings credit to himself as a professional and to the
Fraternity. Most recently, Bro. Lee closed out 2019 as the announcer for
Howard Women’s Volleyball, which include the regular home games and
the Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference (MEAC) finals as Howard defeated
Morgan State University to earn its fifth consecutive MEAC title. It’s
not known for certain, but perhaps it was his talented tonsils that helped
lift the Lady Bison to victory yet again. Congratulations to Bro. Lee. To
hear Bro. Lee in action, check out a Howard sporting event such as the
Howard Men and Women’s Basketball home games. Bro. Lee is a former
Basileus of Gamma Pi Chapter in Prince George’s County, MD where he
still resides and remains very active in the Fraternity.

Brother Tony Lee, mic in hand, with HU Women’s Volleyball Team

Gamma Pi Project ENRICH - Vision Boards

Gamma Pi Project ENRICH student explaining his vision board

Bowie, MD. January 4, 2020. Gamma Pi’s Project ENRICH program
has gotten off to a flying start in 2019-2020 with some great innovations
and an excellent turnout. Approximately 70 students are participating in
the program this year. One of the highlights early into the year is the
Vision Board presentation by students, which was held at the January 4
session.
What is a vision board? It is an actual graphical representation poster
board on which students have mapped out a vision of their futures as it
relates to education requirements, major, careers and even the type of
homes and autos they hope to own one day as a result of their hard work
and achievement. Project ENRICH director Bro. Willie Hines uses Vision Boards to help students actively plan their futures and track their
success. It’s also a great tool for helping the Project ENRICH staff know
the areas in which they may they need to counsel individual students on
reaching their life and career goals.
At the January session, the students used the vision boards to talk about
where they envisioned themselves attending college, what specific courses they planned to take and internship and what fellowship opportunities
they were planning that would help them get their foot in the door of their
chosen vocation. One by one, they took center stage before their peers
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and parents and talked about the information plotted out on their boards.
Director Hines followed up each presentation with questions.
The key reason for requiring students to physically create the Vision
Boards – as opposed to just talking about their vision -- is that it helps students think through their choices and see the connection between those
choices and possible outcomes. “You cannot properly visualize without
putting your vision on paper. Talking about your vision is one thing. But
committing it to paper graphically forces you to think hard about what
it is you really want to do and whether the oath you want to take is the
right one,” said director Bro. Hines. The Vision Boards are also good for
parents to review to get a glimpse of what their roles might be in helping
the students attain their goals.
Project ENRICH helps prepare students for college over a four -year period, beginning with ninth-graders. Monthly sessions on such topics as
where to find scholarships, financing, college selection, choice of major,
the application process and public speaking are held at Bowie State University. Parents are also included and have formed a Parents’ Club. Visit
Project ENRICH on the web at www.projectenrich.org to learn more
about the program.

45

The Omegan

Voice of the Second District

Gamma Pi Winter Golf Classic Fundraiser

Participants at Gamma Pi Winter Golf Classic Fundraiser

National Harbor, MD. December 15, 2019. The Charles Drew Memorial Scholarship Fund hosted a Scholarship Fund, a 501 (c) 3 of Gamma
Pi Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., sponsored a successful firstever Winter Golf Classic scholarship fundraiser at the new Topgolf facility located at Prince George’s County’s National Harbor. More than 100
golfers and friends attended the afternoon event which benefited from
unseasonably warm weather.
Proceeds from the event will go toward funding Charles Drew scholarships for the upcoming academic year. The foundation funds both new
and continuing scholarships for students in Prince George’s County who
are graduating from high school or are already enrolled in college and
are looking to continue their Charles Drew fund support for subsequent
years after which they receive a scholarship. Several thousand dollars
was raised for scholarships from the event.
“We are always looking to give more in scholarships; we can never give
too much to help our young students get a college education,” said Brother Brett Blake, who heads the foundation. “By adding this event to our
list of fundraising efforts, we are creating an opportunity to expand the

pool of funds to help more students.Taking advantage of a hot new trend
in golf, the Brothers entertained guests at the multi-level facility with the
popular new party-style golf format that features individual heated bays
for teeing off, music from a deejay as well as food and drinks. Unlike
traditional golf where competitors play over a nine- or 18-hole course,
Topgolf uses technology to pit participants in friendly computer-tracked
and computer-scored driving competitions. In short, it is a social form of
playing at the driving range, a fun and innovative golf format that can be
enjoyed by non-golfers either as participants or spectators.
For a number of years, the Charles Drew Memorial fund has sponsored
a major summertime golf tournament on a local course. The foundation
will continue that event, called the Phil Ferguson Memorial Golf Classic.
Given the success of the Topgolf event in December, foundation leaders
are planning to establish it as an annual classic as a complement to the
summertime tournament.
For more information about the Charles Drew Memorial Scholar Fund or
to make a donation, visit their website: www.charesdrewmsf.org

Eta Pi Christmas Party

Eta Pi Christmas Party kids with Santa Clause

East Orange, NJ. December 15, 2019. The Brothers of the Eta Pi Chapter of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. of Montclair, New Jersey shared
in the holiday spirit by spending an afternoon with more than thirty (30)
families from the surrounding areas during the Chapter’s Annual Christmas Party. It has been a longstanding tradition of Eta Pi to usher in
the holiday season by welcoming residents throughout the Greater Essex
Community to the Omega Family Resource and Learning Center located
in East Orange, New Jersey for an afternoon of food, fun and music.
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The highlight of the Christmas Party was the arrival of Santa Claus who
illuminated the room with his hardy laughter and witty charm while delivering toys to each of our young guests. The mere presence of Santa
brought a smile not only to the young people in attendance but to the
many parents and grandparents eager to celebrate the Christmas season.
“We are excited to be able to bring joy and glad tidings to countless
families during this time of the year,” exclaimed Barry Devone, Basileus
of Eta Pi.
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Eta Pi Reading AcrossThe District

Eta Pi Brothers reading with kids from Rosa Parks Community School

East Orange, NJ. November 14-15, 2019 - Over a two day span the
Mighty Mighty Eta Pi Chapter participated the Omega Men Read Across
the District Program. The men of Eta Pi visited a total five (5) schools in
two school districts – Orange Township Public Schools and East Orange
Public Schools. The brothers had the pleasure of reading to a total 20
classrooms and 410 elementary school students.
As the brothers took to their assigned classrooms and introduced themselves brother Garfield Jackson captivated an audience by reciting Langston Hughes poem – Dreams. Bro. Mike Riley (the great story teller) did
such a tremendous job that the students did not want him leave. The
response was similar as brothers visited classrooms throughout the morning.

Eta Pi Bike Drive

Newark, NJ. December 14, 2019. The Brothers of the Mighty Mighty
Eta Pi Chapter held its annual Bike Drive. This year’s event was held in
collaboration with Joi’s Angels a local Community Based Organization
dedicated to helping those in need and Essex County College. Through
its many partnerships, family and friends the Men of Omega were able to
raise more than $12,500 dollars to purchase bicycles for young children.
A total of two hundred and fifty bicycles were purchased and donated to
children throughout Essex County. Committee chairman Bro. Mike Santos and his team have done another phenomenal job with this program
and charitable cause..
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Word spread through the school like wildfire - the brothers were on site
and reading to the children. Additional classrooms requested the Men of
Omega and in good ole Eta Pi fashion the brothers stepped up and captured additional classes. In fact, the Honorable Judge, Brother Michael
Hackett stayed behind to read to additional classes.
This phenomenal program - which was well received by both students
and administrators alike - is a small part of the Eta Pi Chapter’s engagement strategy regarding school based initiatives. Participating schools
included Rosa Parks Community School, Park Avenue School, Heywood
Avenue School, Orange Early Childhood Center and Mildred Barry
Garvin School.

Eta Pi Achievement Week

East Orange, NJ. November 14, 2019. The Mighty Mighty Eta Pi
Chapter of Montclair, NJ held its annual Achievement Week program at
the Black United Fund. This program recognizes individuals, brothers
and community members that have made contributions within the community over the past year. This year recipients include (left to right) Citizen of the Year, Bro. Steve Pamon, Superior Service Award, Bro. Keith
Pressey and Omega Man of the Year, Bro. Joseph Greer.
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Alpha Mu Nu Brother Larry Andeson Speaks at Harrisburg, PA
to End Death By Incarceration

Brother Anderson (r) with advocates to End Death by Incarceration in Harrisburg, PA.

Harrisburg, PA. October 23. 2019. Brother Larry L. Anderson Jr, Spring
2016, Alpha Mu Nu spoke at the Harrisburg State Capitol with hundreds
of people across Pennsylvania rallied at the state Capitol Wednesday to
demand an end of ‘death by incarceration.’ In Pennsylvania, there’s no
possibility for parole if a person is sentenced to life in prison, an aspect
the ralliers want to see changed. They are advocating for the passage
of Senate Bill 942 and House Bill 135, which allow those sentenced to
life in prison the possibility of parole. In August, police said that within
10 days this year, parolees killed five people in the state, prompting an
investigation by the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections. The Office of the Victim Advocate sent surveys this year to more than 800 registered victims of people eligible for parole on second-degree murder

convictions, according to the Pennsylvania Capital Star. Less than half
responded, and the majority said they didn’t support the reform. Brorther Anderson message is clear, people deserve a second chance to make
things right. A decision that a person made, especially at an early age,
should define there future. His compassion to see this change is what we
are called to do as fraternity brothers. “Imagine making a bad decision,
a wrong choice, a moment of just losing it, and then paying for it for
the rest of your life,” said Pastor Larry Anderson, of Great Commission
Church. Many were families with loved ones sentenced to life in prison
and those who lost family to violence. “We’re not here to try to just free
everybody, but there are individual cases,” said Regina Mason, whose
son was sentenced to life in prison.

Alpha Mu Nu Christmas Tree Event
Allentown, PA. December 11. 2019. With Alpha Mu Nu chapter continued relationship with City Limits Church for Christmas, the church’s
annual Christmas tree giveaway was a success. It was part of a local
church’s annual holiday event as volunteers with City Limits Assembly
of God church unloaded over a hundred Christmas trees for families to
take home for the holidays. This year’s event was more personal as it
wasn’t as many trees to give out this year, but it created and atmosphere
of fellowship with the volunteers, the community and the church. As
omega continues to stride in the Lehigh Valley Pocono region, we will
continue to build relationships with other organizations to form a stronger and lasting bond with events like these.

Alpha Mu Nu Brothers at the Christmas Tree event
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Alpha Mu Nu Thanksgiving Outreach

Alpha Mu Nu Brothers with Deltas at the City Limits Church Thanksgiving Outreach

Allentown, PA. November 25. 2019. For the third consecutive year, the
Alpha Mu Nu chapter and the City Limits Assembly of God Church is
keeping up a Thanksgiving tradition. The church is providing a turkey
dinner with all the fixings, and a message of hope. The sanctuary at City
Limits Assembly in Allentown was full, each person invited by members
of the church. The church used a personal approach to find people in
need, thankful to be alive, but not sure if they had the resources for a
Thanksgiving dinner. Members of the church canvassed the area and met
with each family. “If you can get into the living room, you’re ok, but if
you can get in the kitchen you’re trusted. And people let us into their
kitchen,” said Jimmy Rivera, the church’s pastor. After a brief message,
it was time to get a turkey, potatoes, and all the fixings to go along with

the meal. “This is my third year in a row and I kind of depend on it now.
It’s me and my husband, he is retired, I don’t work, so this helps us out
a lot,” said Harriett Eaddy of Allentown. Others say the meal will not
only feed the stomach, but also be a blessing to the soul. Close to 150
Thanksgiving dinners were handed out. That’s half of what’s been done
in the previous years. The church provides all the funding for the food
and they’re hoping next year they will have another organization partner
with them so they can serve more of the community. In addition, the sisters of Allentown Alumnae of Delta Sigma Theta were also in attendance
of serving and giving. Alpha Mu Nu has continued this tradition to represented omega service to sustain a presence as we continue to serve and
give back to our community.

Alpha Mu Nu Christmas Toy Drive

Alpha Mu Nu Brothers donating toys at Greater Shiloh Church

Easton, PA. December 11. 2019. Thomas Moore, Spring 2008, Eta, facilitated Alpha Mu Nu chapter’s annual Christmas toy drive. In the past,
the chapter has donated to Greater Shiloh’s North Campus church in
Stroudsburg, PA and Turning Point of Lehigh Valley. This years’ beneficiary was the black-owned social establishment, name the Paradise
Club. Founded in the 1937, the Paradise Club is one of the oldest social
establishments in the city of Easton. The management has established a
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relationship with Alpha Mu Nu to provide their venue for social action
projects and fellowship gatherings. With it’s an annual kid’s Christmas
party, the additional toys that the chapter provided were presented to the
children in the Easton community. Alpha Mu Nu was very excited to help
the Paradise Club this year and hopes to continue this partnership into the
new decade.
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Alpha Mu Nu Brother Teel
East Stroudsburg, PA. January 13. 2020. Brother Brandon Teel, Spring
2018, Alpha Mu Nu, was honored with the 2020 Martin Luther King Jr,
Award at East Stroudsburg University. The Martin Luther King Jr. award
exemplify characteristics of Dr. King’s philosophy of non-violence equality, justice, cultural diversity and respect for humanity. Brother Teel, a
junior majoring in sports management from Philadelphia, PA., is the finance chair of the Student Government Association, and past president of
the Black Student Union. As president, he has established new programs
that bring speakers of color to campus and co-sponsored community initatives that provide free meals to low-income families. As the finance
chair, Teel mentors student leaders through financial process and is working with the Student Activity Assoication to find ways to support students
organizations, including starting a grant program for newly recognized
groups on campus. Teel always finds potential in new student leaders
and makes sure to support their needs so their full capacity. Brother Teel
has also served other roles but not limited to: student manager for the
ESU basketball team, resident advisor, and the 1st vice president of the
Monroe County NAACP Youth Council where he works with local high
schools to help train student to become community leaders. Brother Teel
is on pace to graduate in 2020. He plans to attend graduate school in 2021

Brother Brandon Teel

Lambda Upsilon Leads Womens Defense and Workout Sessions

Lambda Upsilon Brothers Markeece Preston, Javon Morgan, and Robert Littlejohn with participants

Paterson, NJ. November 12, 2019. The Brothers of Lambda Upsilon
chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. hosted their annual Women’s
Self Defense & Workout Session at The Fit Factory in Paterson, NJ. Bro.
Robert Littlejohn, Basileus of Lambda Upsilon, along with other Omega
Men, began by educating participants on steps to improve their situational awareness for potential assaults. Following this introduction, Omega
Men demonstrated defense movements, and assisted participants in prac-

ticing proper techniques when threatened by an attacker.
Throughout this self-defense course, participants were encouraged to
join exercises and push themselves through cardiovascular and strength
training. This event concluded with a discussion on how women’s selfdefense is essential to the community, and the importance of maintaining
a workout regimen.

Lambda Upsilon Achievement Week Breakfast
Paterson, NJ. November 17, 2019. On Sunday, November 17th, the
Brothers of Lambda Upsilon chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.
held their annual Achievement Week Breakfast at The Brownstone in
Paterson, NJ. Omega Men and guests celebrated Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.’s 108th anniversary, while also honoring the accomplishments
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Mr. Jordan Wimberly, Outstanding High School Youth Award, Mr. James
Magazine, Community Service Award, Ms. Tiffany Allen, Education
Award, and Bro. Edmond Loney, Lambda Upsilon’s Omega Man of the
Year Award. The event wrapped up with closing remarks from Bro. Jason
Hall as well as the Presentation of New Officers
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Iota Alpha Alpha Achievement Week

Iota Alpha Alpha Achievement Week Awardees

Chestertown, MD. November 9, 2019. The Brothers of Iota Alpha Alpha (IAA) chapter hosted their annual Achievement Week Brunch this
year on Washington College’s campus. Washington College, named after
President George Washington, located in Chestertown, MD is one of the
oldest colleges in the United States of America. Washington College was
founded in 1782 being the first college chartered in the sovereign United
States of America.
The Brothers of IAA partnered with the Black Student Union on campus
to put on the program. Between the two groups, the program was well attended by the brotherhood, public, student body, and faculty. The Brothers of IAA asked Bro. Lee Rideout, Past Immediate District Keeper of
Finance, to be the guest speaker. Bro. Rideout delivered a great speech to
the audience that disclosed the importance of Family, Finance, and Fraternity. Bro. DeBraux, Achievement Week Chair, wanted to do something
special this year regarding the awards. Bro. DeBraux wanted to rename
the Awards after our beloved Founders. The awards go as follows; Professor Frank Coleman Award (Educator of the Year), Dr. Oscar J. Cooper
Award (Businessperson of the Year), Bishop Edgar Amos Love Award
(Religious Leader of the Year), and Dr. Andrew A. Ray Award (Omega
Man of the Year).
The Professor Frank Coleman Award, Educator of the Year, went to Mrs.
Gail Evans. Mrs. Evans is a principal at an alternative program in Dover, DE. Mrs. Evans help students daily to work through all types of

trauma but keeping their eyes on the goal of being a good person as well
as a better student. Dr. Oscar J. Cooper Award, Businessperson of the
Year, went to Ms. Dasianee Foster. Ms. Foster started her own crafting
business from just starting off as a weekend hobby. Within two years
Ms. Foster business has reached across the entire nation. Bishop Edgar
Amos Love Award, Religious Leader of the Year, went to Bro. Rev Oscar
Broadie. The award was given out by Bro. Love’s son, Bro. Jon Love.
Bro. Broadie is the pastor of Carmody Hills Baptist Church. Bro. Broadie
has a great nonprofit program that reaches out to the community and they
specialize in mental health. Col. Charles S. Young Leadership Award
went to Ms. Lisa Nicole Smith. Ms. Smith works at Washington College
in the multicultural department. Ms. Smith loves the students and makes
sure she interacts with the all daily. Dr. Andrew A. Ray Award, Omega
Man of the Year, went to Bro. Terence R. Gavin Jr. Bro. Gavin, has been
working diligently moving the chapter forward locally, and nationally
since the chapter was reactivated. Two individual chapter awards went
to two deserving brothers of IAA. Basileus Award went to Bro. Clayton
Rorie, and Most Valuable Brother Award went to Bro. Eugene Emory
Jones. The brothers of IAA saw fit to give out an award to a student at
Washington College. With the help of the Black Student Union the brothers gave out the “Michelle and Barack Obama Award” to Mr. Jaineil L.
Johnson. The Brothers of Iota Alpha Alpha chapter would like to thank
everyone that supported the event.

Iota Alpha Alpha Feeding the Family Program
Easton, MD. November 26, 2019. The Brothers of Iota Alpha Alpha
(IAA) took the season of giving and being thankful serious this year. The
brothers participated in the “Feeding the Families” program that Mountaire Farms Incorporated put on each year. The brothers collected 80
pre-packaged thanksgiving boxes from Crossroad Community Church.
Bro. Gavin and Bro. Jones gave boxes out to Easton High School, Talbot
Interfaith Shelter, Neighborhood Service Center, Union Baptist Church,
and individuals of Talbot Community. By the end of the day all boxes
were given out and multiple families were able to enjoy Thanksgiving.

l-r Bro. Gavin, Mr. Howie (Principal of Easton High school) and Bro. Jones
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Iota Nu Achievement Week

Brother Charles Alston receiving the Iota Nu Founders Lifetime Award

Aberdeen, MD. November 10 -16, 2019 . The Iota Nu Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. hosted its annual Achievement Week Scholarship and Awards Banquet on November 16, 2019 at the Bulle Rock Golf
Club in Havre de Grace, MD. The banquet is the highlight of Iota Nu’s
annual Achievement Week activities and honors Omega men and individuals in the community for their contributions in uplifting the Harford
County community.
Mrs. Patricia Cole was presented the chapter’s 2019 Citizen of the Year
award her efforts in chairing the Havre de Grace Colored School Foundation Committee and being an active member of the historic Hosanna
School Museum. Iota Nu members recognized included Brother Edward
Kolen receiving the Col. Charles Young Military Leadership Award for
his outstanding contribution to the fraternity and the military; Brother
Michael Grim received the Superior Service Award for his outstanding
contributions and concerns for the activities of Iota Nu; Brother Charles
Alston received the Founders Lifetime Award for exhibiting the highest ideals of Omega’s Four Cardinal Principles of Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, and Uplift; and Brother Russell Reese receiving the
Omega Man of the Year Award for making significant contributions to the
fraternity and the community.

Mrs. Patricia Cole receiving Iota Nu Citizen of the Year Award

Omega Psi Phi conducts an annual high school essay contest in conjunction with Achievement Week. The theme for this year was “The U.S.
Census projects that the United States will become a majority-minority
country by the year 2045. How can we combat, prevent and/or reduce
prejudice, discrimination and violence in a new, more diverse America?”.
Olivia White, a senior at Edgewood High School was recognized as the
winner of Iota Nu’s High School Essay Contest for 2019.
The guest speaker for the banquet was Brigadier General Al F. Abramson
III, the current Joint Program Executive Office (JPEO) Armaments &
Ammunition and Commanding General of Picatinny Arsenal, New
Jersey and a proud member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. Brother
Abramson provided and outstanding presentation that addressed the
2019 Achievement Week theme, “Omega – Now is the Time for Serious
Thinking and Impact”.
Other activities during the observance of Achievement Week included
worshipping at the Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Havre de Grace, MD,
an Assault on Literacy book reading at the Roye- Williams Elementary
School, a Reclamation Fellowship, and observance of the fraternity’s
Founders Day and Rededication services.

Iota Nu Reading Across the District

Brother Emil Cromwell interacting with kindergarten students at Roye-Williams Elementary School in Aberdeen, Md.

Aberdeen, MD. November 12, 2019. The Men of Iota Nu Chapter of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. spent the morning of November 12 interacting with kindergarten students at the Roye-Williams Elementary
School in Aberdeen, MD. The event was part of the Second District’s
“Read Across the District Day” initiative intended to provide an activ-

52

ity during Achievement Week, where all chapters in the district are involved on the same day. The initiative satisfies the fraternity’s nationally
mandated Assault on Illiteracy Program (AOIP) established to attack and
ultimately reduce and eradicate illiteracy among blacks through reading
tutorial programs.
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Iota Nu Toys for Tots and Bow Tie Social

Iota Nu at the Toys for Totsand Bow Tie Social

Aberdeen, MD. December 13, 2019. Iota Nu Chapter of Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity, Inc. conducted its annual Toy Drive and Bowtie Social
on December 13, 2019 at the Courtyard Marriot, in Aberdeen, Md. The
event provided an opportunity for friends, family, and other members of
the community members to enjoy a festive holiday celebration and help

ensure a Merry Christmas for disadvantage children in the community.
Toys that were donated at the event and those collected by Iota Nu chapter members will be provided to Toys for Tots for distribution during the
Christmas season. The event collected four full boxes of toys and an
additional twenty-four bicycles were donated.

Iota Nu WeCancerve Milkin’ It Loose Change Fundraiser
Rosedale, MD. December 20, 2019. The Men of Iota Nu Chapter of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. collected thirteen full jars of loose change
totaling $468.00 to donate to We Cancerve Movement Inc. “Milkin It”
fundraiser. The funds raised supported purchasing milk for children
residing at the Eastside Family Emergency Shelter in Rosedale, Md.
Members of Iota Nu accompanied the We Cancerve Board Members on a
guided tour of Eastside Family Emergency Shelter to deliver a $500.00
check..

Iota Nu Brothers collecting jars of loose change.

Iota Nu Attends Fall Council Meeting
Monmouth, NJ. Novenber 2, 2019. Brother Aurelio Burton, Iota Nu’s
vice-Basileus traveled to Monmouth University located Monmouth, NJ
to participate in Second District Fall Council Meeting and to receive informational briefings from District officials outlining the District’s mission and program goals for the fraternal year and an overview of District
financial information. Brother Burton updated the Iota Nu chapter members with highlights of the meeting on his return.

Brother Aurelio Burton,
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Iota Phi HBCU Tour
Pittsburgh, PA. April 5-13, 2019. Iota Phi took 84 students to 13 HBCU
colleges/universities on its 22nd consecutive Historical Black College
Tour April 5 – 13, 2019. During the tour, students also visit historical
sites and museums. This is one of the longest consecutive HBCU tours
in the country.
Brother Michael Harrell organized preparations, selection, supervision,
and the tour. Each tour takes a year to plan. Over the years, it is estimated
that approximately 70% of the juniors participating in our tour attend college and 44% attend an HBCU.

Preparations in addition to transportation, accommodations, and itinerary
include working with students, their parent(s) or guardian, and schools.
Selection includes a face-face interview, minimum GPA required of 2.5,
a 300 word essay on student’s aspirations after high school, and a letter of
reference from a community leader, teacher, or counselor. They are also
required to attend three mandatory meetings.
Brother Harrell conducted an ambitious fund-raising effort which resulted in $5,000 over the previous year. Chaperones were led by Brothers
Michael Harrell and Ronald Coursey,

Iota Phi Toy Giveaway
Pittsburgh, PA. December 21, 2019. Iota Phi Chapter held its annual
Toy Giveaway Christmas Celebration at the Fraternity Center on Meadow Street. Children ages 0 – 11 had to be accompanied by an adult.
The brothers as Santa’s helpers provided books, treats, toys, and photos
with Santa to hundreds of children. A festive atmosphere was maintained
with a band playing music of the season and model train display provided
by Brother Ron Curry. With over 300 children attending and uplifted, the
true spirit of the holiday season was demonstrated.
The event was led by Committee Chair Brother Hassan Sharif. We especially thank the sponsors, donations, and the many who offered assistance. Sponsors were Brother Al G. Reese Jr. Attorney At Law, Brother
Frank Walker Attorney At Law, Global Gifts Travel, and the Rivers Casino for hams. Bicycles were donated by fraternity brothers where Brother
Bob Edison continued his traditional donation. We are also indebted to
assistance from the Corvette Club.
For more than 25 years, over 6,250 kids have participated in this charitable program. The
brothers of Iota Phi proudly remain committed to bring such joy to children every year.

Kids with Santa at the Iota Phi Toy Giveaway

Iota Phi Sponsors Jamayah Sharif Memorial Blood Drive
Pittsburgh, PA. September 30, 2019. The Sharif Family in partnership
with the Iota Phi Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. sponsored a
blood drive in loving memory of Jamayah Sharif and others lost due to
sickle cell disease. The blood drive was held at the Mt Ararat Community Activity Center in the East Liberty area of the City.
Vitalant, formerly the Central Blood Bank, administered the drive. With
September being Sickle Cell Awareness Month, the knowledge that one

donation can save up to three lives and blood transfusions can lessen the
pain for children and adults who live with the disease brought a significant response between 4 and 9 PM.
The Sharif Family and brothers of Omega Psi Phi appreciate Mt Ararat
Baptist Church for providing the facility, Vitalant staff volunteers, donations of juice and snacks, and donors
for making this a successful blood drive.

Iota Phi Thanksgiving Food Giveaway
Pittsburgh, PA. November 23, 2019. The Iota Phi Chapter’s Social
Action Program provided 260 complete Thanksgiving baskets/meals to
needy families in the Pittsburgh metropolitan communities. In addition,
there was 100 individual turkeys distributed to families in need that were
walkups - an appointment was not required so just showing up at the
Fraternity Center was sufficient.
This total of 360 turkeys given to needy families is comparable to or
exceeds that of many food drives by areawide organizations or media
including the City’s professional sports teams. Iota Phi Chapter has never given this many before. Each Thanksgiving meal included a turkey,
macaroni and cheese, cranberry sauce, stuffing, 2 sides, cake mix, and a
can of frosting.
The Thanksgiving Committee is indebted to the following sponsors:
Sam’s Club, Trib Total Media, Iota Phi Foundation, The Law Office of
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Albert G. Reese Jr., Golden Triangle Distributors, River’s Casino, UHaul Moving and Storage, Alpha Kappa Alpha, Omega Men donations,
Zellars construction and design LLC, Global Gifts Travel.
The Chapter respectfully recognizes the organization and hard work of
Brothers Tony Ringgold, Committee chairman, and Frank Torbert III,
Committee co-chair, for their leadership. Brother Ringgold expressed
that he wants “to thank all the committee members for your time and
commitment to making this a successful turkey Giveaway in Iota Phi’s
Chapter history”.
Committee members were: Brothers Mac Gray, Samson Horne, Gary
Thomas, and Alec Piper, Kyle McEnheimer, and Brandon Jennings.
We of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. are proud to Uplift those less fortunate this Thanksgiving 2019. Thank you for allowing us to serve the
community.
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Iota Phi “So Fresh So Clean”
Pittsburgh, PA. August 19-20, 2019. Iota Phi Chapter held a So Fresh
So Clean back to school event August 19-20, 2019 where over 100 students participated. They were given fresh haircuts, new back packs, and
cultural insights on how to conduct themselves in today’s society.
We were able to share some special moments with students and families from several schools and districts thanks to our hosts: Homewood
Community College of Allegheny County (CCAC) Barber School in
the East End created by Brother Elmer Haymon, Northside’s STEEL
CITY CUTZ, and our fraternity center at 123 Meadow Street in Larimer.
Brothers sparked the grill and presented backpacks provided by attorney
Brother Frank Walker.
Cultural insights of legal advice given to young teens from attorney
Brother Al Reese, Omega men talking to kids about their professions
encouraging students to pursue their future endeavors, and advice to family members in attendance on how best to support their youth in their
pursuits were the intended Uplift.
All the barbers volunteered their time to achieve this. Ms. Jan Jones at
CCAC provided the Barber School history to all; Ms. Sheila Brown,
owner of the Barber’s Inn, talked about her journey as barber, teacher
and entrepreneur; and Mr. Ed Bell, proprietor of STEEL CITY CUTZ
assisted by coworkers Ty Newt, Edmond (Pee Wee) Hardy, and Maurice
(Reese) Fullenwider came out to Homewood to help this effort.
The first day was at the Fraternity Center were started with barbers Jimmy and Vic. Vic taught while he cut and laid the blueprint on how to
bounce from adversity to success. During the second day, Mr. Vladimir
St. Surin and Chance Wideman of the staff from Homewood CCAC lead
rich conversations about educational opportunities in the local area. Bar-

Iota Phi Brother gets a kid a “So Fresh So Clean” haircut

bers Ruben and Kyre from downtown Pittsburgh assisted. Afterwards,
Brother Ken Minefield’s nephew lent his skills to finish the day. The
youngsters left ready to work and to learn. Brother Jamie Younger of
Young Brother’s Bar collaborated with Tom Fridays Market, The Breadworks, and Wiseguys Pizza to donate food.
The Brothers of Iota Phi Chapter, and Iota Phi Foundation are grateful
for the spirit of collaboration and love. We thank all who volunteered,

Iota Phi PSA Against Domestic Violence

Iota Phi Brothers on the PSA

Pittsburgh, PA. October 2019. In 2016, the Iota Phi Chapter of Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity Inc partnered with The Center for Victims of Greater
Pittsburgh as part of its social action. The purpose of this initiative was
for men to also publicly speak out against domestic violence in Allegheny County and the City of Pittsburgh. The Center for Victims provides
comprehensive services to victims of violent crimes.
This collaboration of Iota Phi and Center for Victims began with the men
of the fraternity’s Iota Phi Chapter taking the Center’s “men’s challenge”.
Their men’s challenge is an ongoing campaign pledge and action plan to
engage men in helping to speak up and prevent violence against women
and children.
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This pledge taken by Iota Phi Chapter members was so well received that
a decision was made in 2018 by The Center for Victims to capitalize on
momentum and create a PSA (Public Service Announcement) featuring
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity’s Iota Phi Chapter.
As lead by Brother Devin L. Patterson, the PSA was created and featured
30 Omega Men speaking out against domestic violence. The PSA aired
approximately 500 times among all major networks in Pittsburgh during
April and October 2018. The PSA was also featured during the 2018 NFL
Draft and the 2018 Country Music Awards.
The response has been so overwhelming that the PSA ran again in April
and October of 2019.
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Iota Phi Achievement Awards Dinner

Iota Phi Scholarship recipients with Brother Ken Minifield (seated)

Pittsburgh, PA .November 22, 2019. The Iota Phi Foundation - philanthropic arm of the Iota Phi Chapter - hosted its annual Achievement
Awards Dinner at the newly renovated Rivers Casino Events Center. And
who would imagine an honoree honoring others while he was being honored. That’s exactly what happened.
The dinner recognizes outstanding leaders in the community and provided 6-$2,000 scholarships to high schools graduating seniors. Shortly
after presenting the Exemplary Service Award recipients and the Scholarship winners, the Exemplary Service Recipient for Medicine, Dr. Charles
D. DeShazer, stood up and committed to match all of our Scholarships!
Wow! Who could have imagine such a generous gesture from one of
our honorees. Dr. Charles D. Shazier stated he was so excited about the
potential and future of our bright scholarship recipients that he had to
do something. Needless to say, both the students and the parents were
ecstatic to receive an extra $2,000 which doubled the amount of their
scholarships to $4,000!
We also recognized leaders, organizations and institutions whose contributions to the region made a difference to the lives of others with Exemplary Service Awards. The Exemplary Service Award Recipients for
2019 were: Curtistine Walker (Director Food Services & Operations,
PPS) for Business; Dr. Daria Crawley (Professor at Robert Morris University) for Education; Dr. Charles DeShazer (Medical Director at High-
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mark) for Medicine; Donna Jackson (President of Larimer Consensus
Group) for Community Advocacy; Darelle Porter (Executive Director of
Ozanam Cultural Center) for Citizen of the Year; Devin Patterson (MSCP
Counselor at CCAC) for Sylvester Pace Humanitarian Award; Brian
Burley (Director of Economic Inclusion/Community Development) for
Emerging Leader; and T. Rashad Byrdsong (President/CEO of Community Empowerment) for Lifetime Achievement.
Additionally, the “Omega Men of the Year” awards were presented to
undergraduate (Tyrique Cox) and graduate chapter (Ronald Coursey
Jr) fraternity brothers who most notably demonstrated the principles of
Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance and Uplift!
Before closing, it is noted that the Foundations scholarship winners were;
Amaris Smith, Karson Alexander Kennedy, Cecil Price 111, Carlyton
James Matthews, Caleb Nesbit, and Aliyah Holland.
In summary, the 35th Iota Phi Foundation’s Achievement Awards Dinner
was another success. More than 200+ persons attended the affair. The
Awards Dinner was co-chaired by Brothers Frederick Crawford and Ron
Lawrence. Much to his surprise however, Brother Frederick Crawford
was awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award for his 18 years of service
(12 as event’s Chairman and 3 as Co-Chair). Wow. We the members of
Iota Phi Foundation congratulate Brother Crawford for his unrelenting
dedication and service. What a night!
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Iota Phi “Sons of War”
Pittsburgh, PA. November 5, 2017. Iota Phi Chapter inducted the Sons
of War.
These six brothers were Kyle E. McEnheimer (“MenACE” or Kyle),
Jack Taylor III (“Shanghai” or Jack), Robert Scott Jr.(“QUEjo” or Rob),
Maurice F. Smith (“Quepone” or Moe), Charles J. Franklin IV (“KO” or
Chucky), and Rev. Alec K. Piper (“EZEK-QUE-LL” or Alec, often also
referred to as ‘Pipe’).
They strive for a level of service in Omega elevated above standards set
by their predecessors. This is most evident in their combined effort to
assure the forthcoming 72nd Second District Conference in Pittsburgh
exceeds those heights which Omega worldwide has come to expect. Moe
is a Deputy Marshall spearheading sponsorships; Rob is promoting registrations and participation as head of social media; Kyle and Chucky
are working logistics to assure smooth planning and operation; and Jack
and Alec collaborate leading the coordination of PR operations (Quettes/
Omega Wives and transportation/tours) respectively.
Still they continue to lift as we climb. For example, Jack and Alec are
responsible for protecting local Omega property. Kyle and Alec assisted
Iota Phi’s 2019 Thanksgiving Food Giveaway. In addition, Jack has
served unselfishly as the Santa Claus at its annual Toy Giveaway and cochairs the Carter G. Woodson Academy. All 6 have gained experience in
conducting Iota Phi’s social action initiatives for domestic violence, back
to school uplifts, and charitable holiday support. Therefore, the following indicates the individual characters which comprise this dedication to
quality of service.
Kyle works as an investigator of adult protective services for the PA
Dept of Human
Services. He graduated in 2013 with a BA degree from Alabama State

University in criminal justice. He participated in the Student Government
Administration (SGA). His primary interests are in baseball and basketball and he enjoys music.
Jack is pursuing a career in education and athletic administration. He
received his BS degree in 2001 from West Virginia State University in
physical education and a M.S. in athletic administration from Marshall
University in 2003. Traveling, cooking, and youth and interscholastic
athletics are his interests. As a Mason, he is a member of Lodge #20
where he served in 2014-2016 as Worshipful Master.
Rob is a business analyst for the Mon Yough Community Services. In
2008, he earned a B.S. in business administration from Slippery Rock
University and an MBA from Point Park University in 2017. Rob enjoys music, watching movies and sports, making desserts, and coaching
midget league football. Still he cherishes his greatest accomplishment as
a father of three and a husband.
Moe is manager of member services at UPMC (Pitt’s medical corporation). He graduated from the University of Pittsburgh in 2014 with a B.
S. in legal studies and an MBA from Liberty University in 2017. His
varied interests are financial literacy, football, and real estate. He is a
military veteran and active as a Mason in the same Lodge as Jack, in
the Shriners, AAU basketball coach, and a host of various community
organizations. His leadership qualities are shown as President of the Investment Club.
Chucky is owner of C. Franklin Insurance, LLS. In 1987, he received
his B. S. degree in
business administration from Bethune Cookman University. He maintains an interest in fashion and has a clothing line named “Uptown Uptown Fashions”. Chucky is also a Mason.

Kappa Chapter Toy Drive

Kappa Chapter Brothers with youth at their first Annual Toy Drive

Syracuse, NY. December 20, 2019. The Brothers of Kappa Chapter had
their first annual toy drive this year. They partnered with their adopted
elementary school, Van Duyn to provide over 500 toys for the students.
Each child in the entire school was able to receive a toy of their own
choice for the holidays to bring home. The brothers were able to go
around campus and collect toys to donate to these students, who would
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have otherwise not been able to afford these gifts.
Following the collecting of the bags, the brothers also greeted the elementary school students as they were called down. As the day went on,
they were also able to go to classes personally and hand out more toys
to the students.

57

The Omegan

Voice of the Second District

Kappa Chapter
Canned Food Drive

Iota Phi Brothers delivering canned goods to Hendricks Chaple

Syracuse, NY. The Brothers of Kappa Chapter just wrapped up their
annual canned food drive with great success. Every year, the brothers
go around campus collecting donations that consist of canned goods and
non-perishables that they donate to Hendricks Chapel on campus so they
can later be distributed to the local community during the Thanksgiving
season.
The drive spanned over two and a half weeks and the brothers were also
assisted by volunteers and the African American Student Union during
the collection process

Kappa Chapter
Dollar Day at the Dome

Iota Phi Brothers on the PSA

Syracuse, NY. October 18, 2019. The Brothers of Kappa Chapter partnered with Syracuse University to host their annual “Dollar Day at the
Dome”. They were able to raise over $100,000 by selling towels to local
fans as they entered the stadium for the football game. With every donation given, a towel was given as a thank you for their kind donation.
The money received was given back to United way that donated to local
charities not only in Syracuse, but across the country. The brothers had
another successful community service outreach.

Kappa Chapter Voter Registration

Kappa Chapter Brothers with NAACP Staff at Voter Registration Drive

Syracuse, NY. October 27, 2019. The Brothers of Kappa Chapter took
to the community once again to help with voter registration, partnering
with the local chapter of the NAACP at the Southwest Community Center. The brothers came early in the morning to help soon to be voters
register, as well as made sure the booths had what they needed to keep
the event running for the rest of the day. They also went around town and
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dropped off flyers on car windows at local churches to make sure that the
community at large knew that there was an opportunity for them to be
registered and vote early.
With election season fast approaching, Kappa Chapter felt that it was
extremely important that everyone could have the opportunity to exercise
their civic duty
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Iota Mu Mu Dollars for Scholars Gala

Iota Mu Mu Basileus Jontavius “JS” Singleton presents IMM scholarships to worthy high school seniors

Crystal City, VA. November 9, 2019. Brothers of the Iota Mu Mu
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. hosted their first annual ‘Dollars for Scholars’ Gala. The ‘Dollars for Scholars’ Gala promoted excellence in academics and community service and its proceeds provides
scholarships and assistance to scores of deserving young men and women
in and around the Washington, DC metro area.
This noteworthy event included Brothers of Omega Psi Phi fraternity Inc.
from several chapters such as Mu Rho, Mu Nu, and Lambda Gamma
Gamma. Some of the distinguished visitors included Janie Mines, first
African American female graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, Pastor

John K. Jenkins, Pastor of First Baptist Church of Glenarden, Brother
John Epps (Mu Nu), Former Executive Director of Omega Psi Phi, and
three former 2nd District Representative. Mr. David Albritton, President
of General Motors Defense served as the guest speaker, delivering a powerful message on the importance of always uplifting our local community
and to continue building bridges. The ‘Dollars for Scholars’ Gala consisted of over 200 guests being in attendance and five scholarships were
given, totaling over $5,000 high school scholars and leaders of the community. We look forward to seeing more Brothers of Omega Psi Phi at the
next Gala hosted by the Brothers of the Iota Mu Mu Chapter.

Iota Mu Mu (Naval Academy Ques)
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Iota Mu Mu Reading Across the District

Iota Mu Mu Brothers and students of Ardmore Elementary School after an exciting day of interactive reading.

Prince George’s County, MD. November 12, 2019. Brothers of the
Iota Mu Mu Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. had the humbling
opportunity to participate in Read Across the District. Read Across the
District is a great opportunity to help motivate children of all ages to read
and bring the joy of reading to all students.
Read Across the District was held at Ardmore Elementary School in
Prince George’s County, MD in partnership with the District wide initiative against illiteracy. Brothers of the Iota Mu Mu Chapter carried out an
interactive forum, characterized by the reading of science and technology
articles to elementary school children. In addition to reading, Brother

Marcus Kinney (Iota Mu Mu ’12) incorporated competitive quizzes and
competitions based on the materials read in order to help educate the
students on the importance of reading comprehension. Over 150 elementary school children ranging from ages 8-11 were present for the
event. Brother Amir Shareef (Mu Rho ’04) gave an inspiring speech on
the importance of the science, technology, engineering, and mathematics
(STEM) program at the United States Naval Academy, gaining the interest of many students at Ardmore Elementary School. Keeping the enthusiasm and dialogue ongoing were Brother Skip Victor (Mu Rho ’99) and
Jon “JS” Singleton (Mu Rho ’05).

Iota Mu Mu Visit Mt Washington Pediatric Hospital
Baltimore, MD. December 2019. Brothers of the Iota Mu Mu Chapter
of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. collaborated with several Midshipmen
volunteers from the United States Naval Academy, while visiting children at Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital.
Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital is a premier non-profit children’s hospital that provides care to children suffering from long term illnesses and
complex health issues. Mt. Washington is known for the elite services

their nurses provide the children.
While at the hospital, Brothers of Iota Mu Mu met with 18 young patients, between the ages of 7-18 years old. The mighty men of Omega
graciously read stories and played games with the children, uplifting each
one of their spirits. The Brothers of Iota Mu Mu are extremely humbled
and blessed to have had the opportunity to impact the lives of such young
and amazing children of Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital.

Gamma Mu Nu Cuts for Kids
Middletown, DE. August 24, 2019. The Gamma Mu Nu (GMN) Chapter of Middletown, DE in conjunction with Elite Feet, performed its
annual Cuts for Kids Program to create a seamless transition back to
school. This year, the Brothers of GMN provided haircuts for boys and
hairstyling for girls. Additionally, the children were given book bags
with school supplies. There were approximately 30 children that actively
participated in this program. The barber handled the demands exceptionally well by providing detailed haircuts in an efficient manner. The hair
stylist provided painless hair styling for the girls. Face painting services
generated plenty laughs for both the children and their parents.

Gamma Mu Nu Brothers with Parents and Children

60

www.opp2d.org

Voice of the Second District

The Omegan

Gamma Mu Nu Achievement Week Celebration

Gamma Mu Nu Brothers with High School Essay Contest Winner Makayla Young, Citizen of the Year award winner,
Mr. Calvin B. Suggs and Omega Man of the Year, Brother Salahudin Bin-Yusif

Middletown, DE. November 24, 2019. In adherence with our mandated
programs, Gamma Mu Nu held its Achievement Week Celebration in
Middletown, Delaware at Trinity AME Church. The purpose of the celebration is to show a presence of our beloved Fraternity while recognizing and celebrating individuals who have enriched the social and cultural
aspects of our community.
At the start of the celebration, Bro. Drew Brown provided an in-depth
background of the importance and history of Achievement Week to those
in attendance. Next on the program, Bro. Alvin Keller III spoke about
Gamma Mu Nu’s participation with the International High School Essay
Contest. Time was taken out to recognize high school essay participants
that were in the crowd. Gamma Mu Nu will be awarding two high school
students with scholarship awards in the amount of $500 and $300 (respectively) to help offset some of the cost of those student’s tuition and
book expenses for their freshman year.
In addition to sponsoring an International High School Essay Contest,
the Achievement Week program gives Brothers an opportunity to also
recognize outstanding leaders in our communities. In accordance with
that charge, Bro. Keller then presented Mr. Calvin Suggs, a member of

Trinity AME Church, with Gamma Mu Nu’s Outstanding Citizen Award.
Mr. Suggs served as Choral Director for several choirs at Trinity AME
Church and has played a major role in enhancing the ministry of the
Church. Mr. Suggs also serves as a Trustee for Trinity AME Church and
volunteers as a driver for the Middletown/Odessa/Townsend (MOT) Senior Center.
Lastly it was important for Gamma Mu Nu to recognize one of its
own during Achievement Week. Bro. Salahudin Bin-Yusif was named
as Gamma Mu Nu’s Omega Man of the Year. Bro. Bin-Yusif serves as
Gamma Mu Nu’s Social Action Chairman. He also headed the Chapter’s
Blood Drive/Healthcare program, GMN’s Reading with the Ques program, as well as serving as a co-chair of the Gamma Mu Nu’s Mentoring
program. Additionally, Bro. Bin-Yusif served as President of the Pi Chapter Alumni Association and is an active participant in various activities
within the Middletown, DE community.
Overall, it was a wonderful celebration. It allowed for Gamma Mu Nu to
once again serve its community and to leave an impactful impression of
the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. for all of those that were in attendance.

Gamma Mu Nu Adopt a Family for Holidays
Middletown, DE. December 2, 2019. The Brothers of Gamma Mu Nu
Chapter delivered approximately $6,500 worth of gifts to 31 deserving
foster children as part the Presley Ridge/New Castle County Youth in
Care Angel Tree Project. When asked how many of the 31 children Gamma Mu Nu would like to sponsor the chapter replied with a zealous all 31
children! The brothers of Gamma Mu Nu worked diligently to purchase
all requested items on the children’s wish list. On Thursday, December 12, 2019 the brothers of Gamm Mu Nu Chapter joined host Pressley Ridge at the annual Delaware Youth and Family holiday party. The
event was held at the Bayberry North Community Club House located
in Middletown, DE where entertainment, special guests and gifts for the
youth in care were provided. These children were extremely grateful for
the gifts and donations. It was great to see the parents as well as children
faces full of joy and happiness during this holiday season.
Gamma Mu Nu Brothers with gifts
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Gamma Mu Nu Fatherhood Initiative and Youth Mentoring

Gamma Mu Nu Brothers reading to youth at the Reading with the Ques Program

Middletown, DE. January 13, 2020. Gamma Mu Nu Chapter of Middletown, DE continues its work, in the Southern New Castle County
Community, supporting the youth this school year 2019/2020. The Youth
Mentoring programs continue to be the core Social Action activities for
GMN. Some of the programs performed are described below:
(GMN One on One Career Mentoring with the Ques) – As our Bridge
Builder Manhood Mentoring Program concludes at the end of the summer, the Brothers of Gamma Mu Nu Chapter meet with the young men to
discuss their career aspirations. As Social Action Chair, I pair the career
interest of the young men with brothers who work within that specified
field of interest. Last summer, GMN met with two young men who have
interest in engineering. One young man was interested in bringing a
prototype to market. The other young man was interested in determining
the next steps required to further his academic career. The brothers will
continue to be in touch with these young men to assist with their matriculation into school and adulthood.
(GMN Standardized Test Prep with the Ques) – Last year, the Brothers
of Gamma Mu Nu Chapter assisted a young man with his preparation for
the ACT exam. This preparation included test taking strategies and subject review. The young man was able to increase his scores on the exam.
GMN will continue these efforts to assist other students with Standard-

ized Test Preparation in the future.
(Reading with the Ques at Silver Lake Elementary) – Every school year,
the Brothers of Gamma Mu Nu Chapter read to approximately ten 1st,
2nd and 3rd grade classes at Silver Lake Elementary School in Middletown, Delaware. This reading program is part of GMN’s work to support
the Assault on Illiteracy Mandated Program as well as the Fatherhood
Initiative. GMN reads to over 150 students per reading event and donates
books to approximately 10 classes per event.
This year, the Reading with the Ques Program went District Wide during
Achievement Week. The Brothers of GMN hope to spark The Mighty
2nd District Wide effort of Assault on Illiteracy.
(Omega Manhood Bridge Builder Mentoring Program) – Every school
year, the brothers of Gamma Mu Nu Chapter conduct a mentoring program for Middle and High School Students. The brothers meet with the
mentees twice a month for organized instruction, mental stimulation, and
physical challenges. The programs include goal setting, internet safety,
protection and respect of women, safe interactions with police, financial
education, and many others. Last year, the program coordinated a trip
to the National Museum of African American History and Culture. This
upcoming year, the mentees will be visiting HBCU’s.

Gamma Mu Nu Brothers with Mentees at the NMAAHC
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Gamma Mu Nu Talent Hunt Program

Jayden Benson playing the sax

Middletown, DE. March 23, 2019. The Brothers of Gamma Mu Nu
Chapter, of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. hosted Talent Hunt competition on March 23, 2019 at Middletown High School in Middletown, Delaware. Our Talent Hunt committee successfully executed the chapter’s
third Talent Hunt program, in the Middletown, Odessa, and Townsend
area. The Talent Hunt Program of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity has touched
thousands of students, many of whom have gone on to make outstanding contributions to their communities and our world. Many have earned
scholarships, awards, and recognition through exposure from this program. It is our quest as Omega men of substance to continue to grow in
our unyielding commitment to support our youth.
Our 2019 Talent Hunt committee Chair, Brother Tennessee “George”
Gibbs II, Brother Dominic Banks, and the committee were proud to
crown the chapter’s third Talent Hunt winner. This year’s champion was
Jayden Benston, a sophomore at Appoquinimink High School in Middletown, DE. He is an honor student, who enjoys playing music, hang-

Jasiah Sealy with his award winning Visual Artwork

ing out with friends, and sleeping. Jayden has taken classes in Mandarin
Chinese and Spanish as foreign languages. He’s been playing the alto
saxophone for most of his life and performed using the baritone saxophone to win this year’s competition. He won Gamma Mu Nu’s 2018
Talent Hunt competition playing the alto saxophone. Jayden aspires to
earn a bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering from North Carolina
Agricultural and Technical University in Greensboro, NC.
Jayden’s brilliant performance, was a Jazz piece, “Autumn Leaves”, by
Joseph Kosma, with lyrics by Nat King Cole earned him the opportunity
to represent Gamma Mu Nu at the Second District’s 71st Conference in
Dover, Delaware Saturday April 27h, 2019. Jayden slightly edged out
Odell White performing on the drums, and Jaden William Scott Cahoon,
who performed a classical solo piece “Romeo and Juliet”. We awarded
our first Visual Art winner Jasiah Sealy, who shared some of his amazing artwork. The chapter is honored to have these fine young men in this
year’s program.

Gamma Mu Nu HBCU Fair
Middletown, DE. September 27, 2019. The Brothers of Gamma Mu Nu
(GMN) Chapter of supported the Appoquinimink School District HBCU
Fair at Middletown, High School. GMN had a table where brothers who
are alumni of various schools talked to students about their experiences
at these universities. The Brothers also explained the application process
which also included major recommendations. The high school students
had many inquisitive concerns, which were answered by the Brothers.
Information about the schools were provided to the children in case they
needed to contact the school directly.

Gamma Mu Nu Brothers at the Omega table at the HBCU Fair
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Kappa Omega Womens and Childrens Breakfast

Kappa Omega Brothers with Women at the Bethesda Mission Womens and Childrens Program.

Harrisburg, PA. November 9-17, 2019. Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance and Uplift is what we are all about but Respect for Womanhood
is always in the minds of the good Brothers of Omega”. For years Kappa
Omega Chapter has lived up to its Respect for Womanhood with its’
Achievement Week activity where the Chapter provided breakfast and
gifts to the Bethesda Missions Women and Children Program. This was
a very uplifting morning!
The breakfast took place November 9. 2019 at the Chapter’s Fraternity
House and was well attended by Chapter Brothers, community leaders
and Bethesda Mission staff and participants of the program. This annul
program began when Brother Warren Enoch (1976 Kappa Omega) suggested the Chapter feed the local women’s shelter with extra food from
its Manna Café restaurant. The program primarily consisted of battered
women and their children. In addition to a wholesome breakfast, various household and personal products as well as gift cards from stores
like Giant markets, Target, etc. were given to the program. Dignitaries
in attendance included Harrisburg Police Commissioner Thomas Carter,

Harrisburg City Councilwoman Danielle Bowers and Pennsylvania State
Representative Patty Kim’s Legislative Assistant. Angel Fox.
Police Commissioner Carter pledged his sincere commitment to protect
and serve the women and children of Harrisburg and the program. Legislative Aide Fox read a proclamation on behalf of Representative Kim and
gave her contact information to the Mission staff. Councilwoman Bowers spoke to the group about the need for more attention to the needs of
women in these difficult times for women and gave a proclamation from
the city, expressing its appreciation of the continued work Kappa Omega
has done in the City of Harrisburg and surrounding area.
Bethesda Mission counselor Saran Tucker spoke to the Brothers and
attendees of the event. As she broke down in tears telling everyone in
attendance “The staff, women and children appreciate what you do for
the women and children in the program”. Basileus Alfred Sloan and
Achievement Week Chairman Jeffrey M Hill let everyone “How happy
we are to hold this event and we thank everyone for their efforts on behalf
of the Chapter”.

Home of the
Capital City Ques
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Kappa Omega Achievement Week Program

Kappa Omega Brothers with 50+ Years of Service to Omega

Harrisburg, PA. November 9-17, 2019. Kappa Omega Chapter of Omega Psi Fraternity, Inc. held its Achievement Week Observances to recognize the outstanding achievements of Brothers, citizens and students that
impacted their communities and/or Chapter. Achievement Week Chairman, Brother Jeffrey M. Hill (1975 Gamma) said “this week of Chapter
activities and events have impacted many and inspired serious thinking”.
November 9th the Chapter hosted its 9th annual breakfast for women,
children, staff and guests from the Bethesda Mission Women’s Shelter
in Harrisburg Pa. The Shelter has offered a place of healing, change, and
hope for women in need of addiction recovery, safety and stability, a new
start in life, and place where they can call home.
November 12th, Brothers visited Scott Elementary School in Harrisburg to read to a group of 3rd and 4th grade male students. The Basileus, Brother Alfred D. Sloan (Eta Kappa 78), read a book on an African
American Scientists including our Founder Dr. Ernest E. Just. Brother
Eugene Spells (2013 Kappa Omega), Principal of Scott Elementary
School noted, “The Brothers interactions and relationships formed with
these young black boys have left an imprint on them. Having Omega
Men before them has been like planting seeds that will bear great fruit”.
At the November 16th Achievement Week Luncheon at the Fraternity
House, Brother J. Kendall Smalls, 36th Second District Representative and Keynote Speaker inspired “Uplift” into all in attendance. The
Chapter then honored Basileus, Brother Alfred D. Sloan (Eta Kappa 78),

as the Kappa Omega Chapter 2019 Omega Man of the Year. Under his
leadership, the Chapter increased regional and national partnerships and
sponsors to support Chapter community events and mandated programs.
Citizen of the Year honorees were, Ms. Danielle Bowers Harrisburg City
Councilwoman and Executive Director of the Pennsylvania House of
Representatives Tourism and Recreational Development Committee; Mr.
Barry Freeland, Crispus Attucks Senior Community Service Employment Program Manager for York and Adams Counties and; Reverend Dr.
Franklin E. Hairston –Allen, Pastor of First Zion Baptist Church (Edgemont, Pa) and President of the Greater Harrisburg Area NAACP. Student
of the Year honorees were Brian J. McCloud Jr., senior, Lancaster City
J.P. McCaskey High School; Dwayne Beady senior, York City William
Penn High School and; Shakym Banks, senior, Harrisburg High School,
Sci-Tech Campus. Brother William “Bill” King, 1949 Theta Psi, West
Virginia State College was honored for his 70 years of service to the
Omega Psi Fraternity, Inc., and the recognition of Kappa Omega Brothers with 50 or more years of service in the Fraternity.
On Founders Day, Brothers, honorees and family closed the Achievement
Week Observance worshiping at Goodwin Memorial Baptist Church in
Harrisburg, Brother Rev. James D. Jackson, Senior Pastor, where honorees were presented to the community. Dinner at Kappa Omega’s 20/20
Manna Café followed.

Kappa Omega Students of the Year, Brian J. McCloud and Dwayne Beady. Shakym Banks (not shown)
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Kappa Omicron Kidney Walk

Kappa Omicron Brothers with New York Senator Chuck Schumer at the Kidney Walk

New York, NY. November 10, 2019. The Brothers of the Kappa Omicron Chapter began the Kidney Walk with New York City’s Senator
Charles “Chuck” Schumer. The Kidney Walk, sponsored by the National
Kidney Foundation, is the nation’s largest walk to combat kidney disease.
This walk is dedicated to the awareness, prevention and treatment of kidney disease. Over a hundred thousand health care professionals donated
time, service and funds to ensure this walk was successful.

For 18 years, the New York City Kidney Walk has been at the forefront
for uniting the community. This year, there were over 5,000 walkers and
participants. The walk has become a major factor for strength for patients, families, and those affected by the disease.
Kappa Omicron Chapter raised nearly $2,000 dollars and we will continue to support this worthwhile endeavor.

Mu Nu Chapter Partners with Housing Opportunity Commission
(HOC) 24/7 Dads Initiatives

Mu Nu 24/7 Dads Training Session

Mongomery County, MD. 2nd District, Mu Nu Chapter of Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity, Inc., kick-off a new season teaming with Housing Opportunity Commission (HOC) in Montgomery County, Maryland. As a new
member attending the 24/7 Fatherhood initiative for the first time. I was
totally surprised at the week-long seminar for men who want to become
better parents in turn become effective Dads. Fathers from all ethnicity
shared their experience with being a Dad. As a season Dad, I found the
24/7 Dad training to be very insightful. It was interesting listening to
the Dads from Africa shared with the African American dads the culture
differences as they adjust to American way of life and as it related to
transitioning from boyhood to manhood.
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For example, at the age of 18 the young men are expected to prove themselves through series of planned tasks and pass those tasks before being
identified as a man and a potential husband and farther.
Key Message: All Fathers need support and opportunities to share their
experiences to work on becoming the best Dad they can become. Fatherhood is very important and the Father’s role is critical in the healthy
development of the lives of our children, family and community.
The 24/7 seminar training is definitely a meaningful way to advance opportunities for men to become effective Dads. The seminar quote used
throughout the week was “any boy can be a Father, however it takes a
man to be a DAD”.
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Mu Omega Installation of Officers and Consecration of Basileus

Rear row l-r Darrell Giles (AsstKF), Richard F. Norris, II (Chaplain), Mark A. Edwards, Sr. (Basileus), James Sanders (1st Vice Basileus),
Darryl Blackwell (PR Dir.) Front Row l-r Darwin Beauvais (AsstKRS), Ras Mayo, Jr. (Trustee), Julian L. Graham (Keeper of Peace),Joseph Wells, III (KF),
Byron D. Golson (KRS), and Luke T. Smith (AsstKRS

Philadelphia, PA. January 9, 2020. The Brothers of Mu Omega Chapter
of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. in Philadelphia gathered at the Germantown Community Presbyterian Church on Thursday, January 9, 2020
at 8pm for the installation of new Officers and the consecration of the
chapter’s new Basileus. This momentous event was attended by Omega
Men from near and far, wives and sweethearts of the brothers, and many
members of the community. The men of Mu Omega Chapter hold the
transition of administrations as a vital part of the sustainability of the
chapter. Filled with inspirational songs, poems, and a scripture reading,
the program resonated with the audience and set the atmosphere for the
solemn oaths that would be taken by each incoming Officer.
Leading the chapter as the next Basileus is Brother Mark A. Edwards, Sr.
Brother Edwards succeeded Brother Bobby L. James, and will become
the 48th Basileus in Mu Omega’s rich history. A little-known fact about
the chapter is that its first Basileus was one of the Fraternity’s founders,
the Honorable Dr. Oscar James Cooper. Dr. Cooper was instrumental in
establishing the chapter here in Philadelphia back in 1920, and as the
oldest chapter in Philadelphia, its members continue to live out the Fraternity’s four cardinal principles of manhood, scholarship, perseverance,
and uplift.
Brother Edwards plans to hit the ground running as the new Basileus,
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with special emphasis on the fact that Mu Omega Chapter will celebrate
its 100th year of existence this October. During his remarks to the audience, Brother Edwards challenged the chapter members in attendance to
be open to doing things differently, and to focus on growth. To further
drive home this point, Brother Edwards stated, “what is not growing,
is dead.” The new administration has shared goals that are designed to
reposition the chapter back to its once held prominence within the Second District of the Fraternity (i.e., Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York,
Maryland, and Delaware). This newfound enthusiasm will guide the
Chapter in its efforts to execute the numerous community service initiatives, social functions, and collaborative efforts planned throughout the
city with the other Panhellenic Council member organizations.
The other Chapter Officers installed were James W. Sanders (First Vice
Basileus), Mark L. Cherry (Second Vice Basileus), Byron D. Golson
(Keeper of Records and Seal), Darwin Beauvais (Assistant Keeper of Records and Seal), Luke T. Smith (Assistant Keeper of Records and Seal),
Joseph Wells (Keeper of Finance), Darrell Giles (Assistant Keeper of
Finance), Julian Graham (Keeper of Peace), Richard F. Norris (Chaplin),
Darryl Blackwell (Public Relations Director), and Ras Mayo (Trustee).
To discover more information about Mu Omega Chapter’s programming
and events, visit the website at www.muomegaques.com
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Mu Omega QueVets Veterans Parade

Mu Omega QueVets at the Parade

Philadelphia, PA. November 3, 2019. For the third time in its existence,
the Philadelphia Veterans Parade included the participation of the QueVets. The QueVets are military veterans of Mu Omega Chapter here in
Philadelphia. The mission of the Philadelphia Veterans Parade is to honor all who have served and the importance of “Veterans Taking Care of
Veterans.” Over 170 groups participated, but the QueVets were the only
Divine Nine organization represented. Mu Beta Phi Fraternity (a Black
Military Brotherhood) was also in attendance, and helped the QueVets
represent the major contributions of black men and women in the US
Armed Services.
Led by the QueVets Chairman, Brother David Benson, eight QueVets
and one guest from a Fort Dix military unit, dressed in their parade black
and gray uniforms, white shirts and purple ties. The group walked behind
their custom purple and gold banner carried by QueVets Bobby James
and Eric Teel (Gamma Mu Nu Chapter). They were followed by Bill
Smith, David Benson, William Harris, Elmore Phillips and Larry Smallwood. By the way, Brother William Harris is 97 years old and is a veteran

wood. By the way, Brother William Harris is 97 years old and is a veteran
of World War II. Brother Harris was wounded twice and has earned the
distinguished Purple Heart.
Bringing up the rear was a decorated black Ford F150 pickup, a black
Escalade carrying the 5 military branch flags, with the American flag and
a presidential-looking SUV decorated in red, white and blue, topped with
Omega Psi Phi banners. Special thanks to the drivers, Brothers Mark Edwards, James Mock, Ras Mayo and Matt Thomas riding shotgun. There
was a loud roar as the QueVets approached the viewing stand and were
introduced to the enthusiastic crowd. The parade was carried live on
6abc, but had gone off the air when we arrived at the viewing stand.
Mu Omega Chapter prides itself on the accomplishments of the distinguished Brothers (here with us and those who have transitioned to Omega Chapter) that make up the QueVets, and will celebrate the upcoming
national observance of Veterans Day with a program at the Fraternity
House on Saturday, November 9, 2019.

Mu Omega QueVet in front Escalade with banner
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Mu Omega Minton Basket and Food Drive

Mu Omega Brothers at Browns Family ShopRite receiving food for the baskets

Philadelphia, PA. December 14, 2019. The Mu Omega Chapter of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc., held its annual James A. Minton Food
Basket and Toy Drive to benefit deserving families in the Philadelphia
region on Friday, December 13th and Saturday, December 14th 2019.
In collaboration with Brown’s Family ShopRite (24th & Oregon Ave),
which has been a local supporter of the food drive for the past few years
and offers discounts on items. This generosity from the ShopRite company allows the Mu Omega Chapter to supply food baskets to 100 families.
The food baskets were filled with items such as a turkey, stuffing, canned
goods, desserts and much more. Twenty baskets went to Melany Nelson,
Executive Director of the Northwest Victims Services, a grass roots nonprofit agency created and dedicated to serving victims and witnesses to
crime in the 5th, 14th, 35th, and 39th Police Districts. Food baskets also
went to the “You’re Ok Foundation” which does excellent community
work under the leadership of its Executive Director, Queen Sister Yoni
Love Williams.
The offices of State Representatives Rosita Youngblood and Chris Rabb,
were truly appreciative as they identified deserving families that could
benefit from this initiative. Robin Torrence, who serves as the Community School Coordinator for the Franklin S. Edmonds Elementary School,
also gave holiday food baskets and toys to families belonging to that
school community.
The James A. Minton Food Basket and Toy Drive was led by Brother
Kevin “Coach Tre” Bell, who serves as the Social Action Chairman of

the Mu Omega Chapter. In addition, Brothers Warren Montague, Oscar
Turner, Larry Williams, Bobby James, Michael W. Andrews, Darrell
Giles, Rodney Olgesby, Melvin Charlton, Jesse Reason as well as host
of other brothers of Mu Omega Chapter. Every year just before Christmas, the Mu Omega Chapter hosts the James A. Minton Food Basket and
Toy Drive and partners with local officials such as State Representative
Rosita Youngblood to reach out to area residents in an effort to make their
holiday a little brighter.
“Our cardinal principles are manhood, scholarship, perseverance, and
uplift. Uplift is something that we all need to do for the community and
in the state of the Black community, we need as many organizations to
uplift everybody and get back to the right path. It’s all about community,
love, brotherhood, and sisterhood,” said “Coach Tre” Bell, about the annual event. Ms. Darisha Parker, legislative assistant for State Representative Youngblood, was in attendance to assist in the food basket and toy
coordination, all held at the Mu Omega Fraternity House at 431 E. Locust
Avenue in Philadelphia. When all was said and done, 100 families have
been blessed by the efforts of the members of the Mu Omega Chapter of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. and its members are looking to reach even
more families next year. Chairman Bell is excited about the upcoming
new year and urges the community to look for the chapter to spearhead
many more community service programs. For additional information
about the chapter’s social action programming, please visit the following
website: www.muomegaques.com

Mu Omega Brothers at the Minton Basket and Food Drive with toys and clothing
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Nu Lambda Lambda Read Across the District

Nu Lambda Lambda Brothers reading to students

Jersey City, NJ. November 12, 2019. The Brothers of The Illustrious
Nu Lambda Lambda Chapter of The Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. participated in the Read Across the District initiative for the Mighty 2nd
District. Brothers joined together at Joseph H. Brensinger P.S. #17 in

Jersey City, NJ to read Spookley the Square Pumpkin to the 3rd & 4th
graders while the 6th graders enjoyed the Storysong of Abiyoyo. A total
of 176 students participated.

Omicron Mu Nu Help Bag Hunger

Omicron Mu Nu Brothers bagging groceries at West Chester Food Cupboard

West Chester, PA. September 17, 2019. Members of Omicron Mu Nu
joined forces with the local ShopRite to help provide hope and stability
to the West Chester Food Cupboard. 2019 marks the second year Omicron Mu Nu has participated in this important community event to help
combat hunger.
Across the U.S. ShopRite’s host annual Partner in Caring, and annual
Help Bag Hunger Day events. According to the Food Marketing Insti-
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tute, Partners in Caring events donate $3 million each year to local Feeding America Food Banks. To do their part in helping Brothers bagged
groceries, helped shoppers to their vehicles, and sold raffle tickets to raise
money that goes directly to the West Chester Food Cupboard.
Basileus, Darius Taylor said, “We are happy to partner with ShopRite as
both our organizations have a similar commitment and mission to engage
the community and fight against hunger.”

www.opp2d.org

Voice of the Second District

The Omegan

Omicron Mu Nu Awards Its Second Walter N. Ridley Scholarship

Omicron Mu Nu Brothers with scholarship awardee Uloma Onyemachi

Chester, PA. October 5, 2019. The Omicron Mu Nu chapter awarded
its second Dr. Walter N. Ridley West Memorial Scholarship to Uloma
Onyemachi a junior at West Chester University. To be eligible for the
$500 scholarship students must have at least a 3.50 grade point average
on a 4.0 scale.
In 1953, Walter Nathaniel Ridley, an Omega Man, upon receiving his
Ph.D. from the University of VA.. became the first African American to
receive a doctoral degree from a traditional Southern white college or
university.
During his tenure at West Chester University he worked to establish

black fraternities on the campus. He played instrumental roles in both the
establishments of Omega Psi Phi, and Alpha Phi Alpha at West Chester
University.
In 1972 Dr. Ridley served as the Advisor to Bro’s. Charles Brown, and
Lamont Mathis to help establish the Omega Delta Chapter of Omega Psi
Phi on West Chester’s campus.
Brother Ridley was one of eleven brothers initiated into the Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity, Inc. at Howard University Fall 1930.
Omicron Mu Nu is exceedingly proud, and honored to offer this scholarship in his name

Omicron Mu Nu Blood Drive

Omicron Mu Nu Brothers at the Blood Drive

West Chester PA. November 2019. Brothers of the Omicron Mu Nu
Chapter hosted their second annual blood drive at the West Chester
YMCA. Chapter Brothers, rolled up their sleeves to donate blood, support the Red Cross, and strengthen community ties.
Basileus, Darius Taylor, and Brother Clarence Williams would like to
thank the West Chester YMCA and everyone who donated blood for their
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support.
The chapter would like to remind and encourage African Americans to
donate regularly especially since Sickle Cell patients who are primarily
African American can require multiple whole blood transfusions that are
closely matched to the donor’s blood type, and usually need to come
from the same racial and ethnic group.
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Phi Omega’s Brother You’re On My Mind Public Forum

Buffalo, NY. November 12, 2019. In a time when suicide is the third
leading cause of death among African American men 15 to 24 years old,
the men of Phi Omega chapter in conjunction with Elim Christian Fellowship Church, located at 70 Chalmers Avenue, under the leadership of
Senior Pastor/Founder Brother Bishop T. Anthony Bronner, Ph.D. (Phi
Omega Spring 2019) hosted their annual “Brother You’re on My Mind”
public forum to address mental health issues among African American
men. The goal of the forum was to communicate the importance of seeking help for mental health issues and to encourage affected individuals
to get information from their health care providers and others in order to
obtain appropriate treatment.
This year’s panelists consisted of Dr. Alvin L. Turner, PhD, a clinical psychologist from Wilmington, Delaware and a graduate of Temple Univer-

-sity provided authentic approaches of psychotherapy, Dr. Leeland Jones,
MD a graduate of the University at Buffalo Medical School specialized in
psychiatry, and Dr. James Evans (Phi Chapter 1969) served as President
if Colgate Rochester Divinity School from 1990 to 2000 and is currently
the Robert K. Davies professor of Systematic Theology at Colgate as
well as Pastor of St. Luke Tabernacle Community Church in Rochester,
NY. The panelists used their wealth of knowledge to discuss the effects
of depression and stress on African American men. Brother L. Darnell
Donalson, Senior Pastor/Founder of Greater Works Christian Fellowship
(Phi Omega Spring 2019) served as moderator. Over 150 participants
actively engaged in honest conversations on mental health and received
valuable information on how and where to receive assistance.

Phi Omega Honors Brother Lt. COL Cravane Givens
Buffalo, NY. November 11, 2019. “Once let the black man get upon
his person the brass letters U.S., let him get an eagle on his button, and a
musket on his shoulder, and bullets in his pocket, and there is no power
on earth or under the earth which can deny that he has earned the right
of citizenship in the United States.”-Frederick Douglass. As part of their
Veterans Day observance, Brothers of Phi Omega Chapter and family
members of late Brother Lt. Col. Cravane Middlebrooks Givens, US Air
Force (Mu Psi) assembled at his grave site promptly at 12:00 noon to lay
a wreath and listen to taps in honor of his service and legacy.
Brother Cravane Middlebrooks Givens was born on June 16, 1932 and
died on July 22, 2016 in Buffalo, New York. A product of the Buffalo
City School System, Bro. Givens attended PS 375 and Hutchinson Central Technical High School. He played varsity football, basketball, and
baseball. Bro. Givens was offered a football scholarship at Agriculture
and Technical College in Greensboro, NC currently North Carolina Agriculture and Technical College. He helped A &T win two champions in
1950 and 1951.
Brother Givens was ordered to active duty on June 24, 1954 as Second
Lieutenant and entered Primary Flight School 55R in Malden, MS and
graduated in August 31, 1955 at Vance Air Force Base (AFB) in Enid,
Ok. Bro. Givens attended B-29 crew training courses at Randolph (TX)
AFB and a C-97 transition course at West Palm Beach (FL) AFB prior
to first permanent duty station with the 55th Strategic Reconnaissance
Wing at Forbes AFB in Topeka (KS). During his tour with the 55th Air
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Refueling Squadron, where he was a co-pilot on KC-97G aircraft, he undertook missions to Thule (Greenland), Alaska, Japan, England, Turkey,
Canada, Hawaii, Formosa (Taiwan), and the Pacific Islands. In 1963, he
was transferred to the 380th Bomb Wing, Plattsburgh (NY) AFB where
in 1964 he transitioned into the KC-135A jet tanker. In the summer of
1965 Bro. Givens was reassigned to the 6th Air Refueling Squadron,
Walker AFB in Roswell (NM). He was later assigned to Beale AFB in
Marysville, CA assigned to refueling A-12 and SR-71 aircraft supporting
Southeast Asia in the KC-135Q aircraft. Bro. Givens participated in tactical deployments with bombing missions in the KC-134A over Vietnam,
for which he received an Air Medal for supporting the Battle of Khe
Sanh from the 3rd Air Division. He completed his combat duty in April
1972 as Chief of Special Services with the 456th Combat Support Group
staff. Brother Givens retired at the rank of Lieutenant Colonel on June
30, 1974 after 20 years and 7 days of service, 6500 flight hours and 500
combat hours.
Brother Givens returned to Buffalo where he served several terms as
Basileus including as District Marshall of the 1984 Second District Conference held in Buffalo, NY. He was a life member of fraternity and
respected life member of Western New York Chapter of Military Officers
Association of America, Buffalo Chapters of NAACP and Urban League.
Bro. Givens was a beloved family man. He is survived by his wife Rhudine, two children Robert and Dawn and grandchildren Aisha, Amber
and Aaron. Bro. Givens is missed but will never be forgotten.
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Phi Omega Host Domestic Violence Forum

Phi Omega Brothers at the Domestic Violence Forum

Buffalo, NY. November 13, 2019. The theme for Phi Omega’s annual
domestic violence forum was the voiceless victims. The dialogue focused on the effect of domestic violence on children and families. Two
female survivors, Shaneal Hicks and Susan Still, of domestic violence
shared their stories at Buffalo State College, Ciminelli Recital Hall, with
the goal of educating the community about the perils of domestic violence.
At the age of 10, Shaneal Hicks suffered the trauma of losing her mother
to domestic violence, in 1992. From the support of significant individuals like her school counselors after the traumatic experience, she wanted
nothing more than to grow up and comfort others in their time of need.
Mrs. Hicks received a Bachelor’s of Arts degree in Social Science Interdisciplinary with a concentration in Mental Health, along with a minor
in Sociology from the University of Buffalo. In 2006, she completed
her Master’s in Social Work. She spent almost a decade in the Catholic
Health System. She holds a certificate in the training of Identification
and Reporting of Child Abuse. Mrs. Hicks is a wife and mother to two
beautiful daughters ages 14 & 9 and a step-mom to her son.
Susan Still is a survivor of 24 years of abuse from her former husband.
Ms. Still advocates on
behalf of others who have suffered or whose lives have been impacted by
domestic violence. Ms. Still’s personal story includes the sentencing of

her former husband, Ulner Still, to 36-years in New York State penitentiary. It was a landmark case for New York State, as the longest sentence
given for the conviction of a crime of domestic violence, where the victim survived the violence. Instrumental in Still’s conviction was a videotape he had made one of their children film, as he physically and verbally
abused Susan. As a champion over her circumstance of domestic abuse,
Susan has appeared on The Oprah Winfrey Show, Oprah’s Life Class,
Oprah’s: Where Are They Now and 20/20 with Diane Sawyer, awakening societal consciousness to the grave impact of domestic violence and
its effects on families. In overcoming her own victimization, Susan has
participated in various trainings with law enforcement, crime victim advocacies and other community responders. To date, Susan has been an
ardent advocate and spokesperson in addressing domestic violence before a wide range of audiences both national and locally. She has stood
before law enforcement agencies, attorneys and judges in confronting the
criminal justice response to domestic violence.
The forum was informative and life changing as Brother Phillip Dabney,
Esq. (facilitator) reviewed the Power and Control Wheel and asked participants to determine where they found themselves on the wheel. The
forum helped to bring greater awareness to the impact domestic violence
has on children and families.

Phi Omega Turkey Giveaway
Buffalo, NY. November 20, 2019. The annual Phi Omega Chapter Turkey Giveaway was held on November 20, 2019 at the William Emsile
YMCA in Downtown Buffalo. The Brothers of Phi Omega provided 40
turkeys and collaborated with the African Heritage Food Co-op under the
leadership of Brother Alexander Wright, JD (Phi Omega Spring 2009) to
distribute healthy food including collard greens, yams and vegetables to
needy families. Additional donation sites included Buffalo City School
District specifically Schools 82, 94 and 97 where 45 turkeys were distributed. The Masten and Bailey Boys & Girls Clubs also received 40
turkeys in cooperation with Brother Ozzie Lumpkin (Phi Omega Summer 1996) who is an alumnus of the Masten Club House. Five families
from Greater Works Christian Fellowship received turkeys. A grand total
of 130 turkeys were distributed. This initiative reflected Phi Omega’s
commitment to assist the less fortunate in Buffalo and Erie County during
Achievement Week.
Phi Omega Brothers at Turkey Giveaway
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Phi Omega Brothers at their Annual Ecumenical Service

Buffalo, NY. November 17, 2019. The culminating event of Achievement Week included the celebration of our ecumenical legacy. Brothers
and their families assembled at the Greater Works Christian Fellowship,
located at 210 Southampton Street in Buffalo, NY, where Brother. L.
Darnell Donaldson, Senior Pastor/Founder, hosted Phi Omega’s annual
ecumenical service. The late Brother Dr. John Ross Dixon, Sr. received
the posthumous uplift award and Brother Dr. Ricky L. Fleming received
the current uplift award. The sermon was delivered by Brother Bishop
James H. Evans Jr., Ph.D., Litt.D.
Brother Dr. John Ross Dixon, Sr. was born in born Buffalo, NY on April
9, 1937 and entered Omega Chapter on December 2, 2003. He was educated in the Buffalo City School District, received his BA from Lane College in Jackson, TN, and earned an Ed. M. and Ed.D. from the University
at Buffalo. Bro. Dr. Dixon lead teacher for Wider Horizons, an assistant
principal and later principal of Martin Luther King Jr. Multicultural Institute School #39. He retired in 1995 as Director of Reading-Language
Arts. He was a minister of education, for Dr. Dixon counseled students,
parents, teachers and staff during challenging personal periods. Engaging in daily prayer and meditation in his school office, he sought to solve
many problems that confronted his community.

Brother Ricky L. Fleming is an associate professor of music and director
of bands at Buffalo State College, where he conducts the Wind and Jazz
Ensembles. He also teaches undergraduate conducting and instrumental
methods. Bro. Fleming received his B.M.E. at Mississippi Valley State
University, M.M. from the University of Mississippi and Ph.D. from
Florida State University. He serves as a member of Deacon Board at the
First Shiloh Baptist Church and is a member of the Worship Committee.
Bishop Evans is a native of Detroit, Michigan, and a graduate of Cranbrook School and the University of Michigan. He received his Master
of Divinity degree from Yale University Divinity School, and completed
his Doctorate degree at Union Theological Seminary in New York City.
Bishop Evans is the Founding Pastor of the St. Luke Tabernacle Community Church in Rochester, New York. Bishop Evans is the author of
numerous articles and five books: Playing, Fortress Press; We Shall All
Be Changed: Social Problems and Theological Renewal; We Have Been
Believers: An African American Systematic Theology; Black Theology:
A Critical Assessment and Annotated bibliography; and Spiritual Empowerment in Afro-American Literature. He reminded Brothers of the
uplift and service we owe to others within and outside the church.

Pi Omega Afro Ms Santa Toy Drive
Baltimore, MD. December 17, 2019. The Afro Mrs. Santa Toy Drive
was held on December 17, 2019. For the 17th year in a row Pi Omega
Chapter donated over 20 bicycles to the drive. Pi Omega is the only fraternal organization in the Baltimore area that has consistently provided
bicycles to Afro Mrs. Santa. Basileus Bro. Allen Taylor also had the opportunity to share some airtime with WOLB radio host Maryland State
Senator Larry Young to promote upcoming Pi Omega activities.
Brothers from Pi Omega attended the Christmas for Community Partnerships Project Toy Drive on December 17, 2019 at the Delta Center
in northwest Baltimore. Members of the Divine 9 and other community
partners gathered to wrap gifts for students from four area schools and
two family shelters. Gifts were also wrapped for parents who were reentering society so that they could have a proper Christmas for their children. The brothers donated and wrapped gifts for the children.
Pi Omega at Afro Mrs. Santa: Afro Mrs. Santa (L) and Basileus Bro. Allen
Taylor (c) with members from ASCME Local #3 at Afro Mrs. Santa Toy Drive
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Pi Omega Achievement Week

Pi Omega Leadership presents Omega Man of theYear Award to Btrother Ron Williams

Baltimore, MD. November 16, 2019. The Brothers of Pi Omega Chapter celebrated their Brother Walter G. Amprey Memorial Achievement
Week and Founder’s Day Observance at the Forest Park Senior Center in
Baltimore, MD on Saturday November 16, 2019. Brother George Hendricks was Master of Ceremonies for the event and Basileus, Allen Taylor
welcomed Brothers, guest and honorees in attendance. Invocation was
rendered by Chaplain, Brother Aaron Von Moore.
After Buffet service, in a Tribute to the Founders led by Brother Joseph McNeill; Brothers John Love, Nelson Wilkerson, Gerald Briscoe
and Ralph Cooke stood in for Omega Founders, the Honorable Brothers Edgar A. Love, Oscar J. Cooper, Frank Coleman and Ernest E. Just,
respectively. Brother John Love is the son of Founder Edgar A. Love
and a proud member of Pi Omega Chapter. A heartfelt rendering of the
Meaning of Brotherhood was given by 25th Second District Representative, Brother Dr. Michael Freeman and during Spiritual Uplift, Pi Omega
Chaplain, Brother Aaron Von Moore, reminded the audience to remember and revere Brothers who have transitioned to Omega Chapter. We are
to remember what they have left behind in their service to Omega and to
our community. We share the memories of what they taught us and work
to live out their legacies. Brother Moore asked “What Will Your Legacy
Be?” Bro. Moore mentioned the time references in the 90th Psalm. We
have a limited number of days on earth, so we must make the best of
them. In doing so, you determine what your legacy will be, and you determine how others will remember you.
Pi Omega Chapter named its Achievement Week and Founder’s Day Observance and Omega Man of the Year Award in memoriam of Brothers

Walter G. Amprey and George K. McKinney, respectively. Their families
were in attendance and Brother J. Michael Breeden gave reflections on
their outstanding lives of professional and Omega achievement and accomplishment.
Each year Pi Omega Awards an $8000.00 scholarship to a worthy high
school senior matriculating to attend an HBCU. The recipients of the past
four years are as follows: Kirk Henderson (Lincoln University), Brionna
Thompson (Lincoln University), Michael Jackson (Morgan State University), and Ayotimofe Odowu (Howard University). Pi Omegas’ National
Essay Contest Award winner, Howard White, read his essay on the topic:
“How to Combat Discrimination and Prejudice in a New America” to the
audience.
Mrs. Rosalind Johnson of Hilton Hotel Baltimore Inner Harbor and Mr.
Kenneth Brown were the recipients of Pi Omegas’ Howard Lee Cornish
Award. This award, established in 1979, is given to individuals, organizations and institutions whose efforts and accomplishments provide
humanitarian service to the people of Baltimore. Brothers Arthur W.
Lambert and Lasava Tidwell received the National Superior Service and
Founders Lifetime Achievement Awards, respectively. The Robert L. Gill
Undergraduate and George K. McKinney Graduate Omega Man of the
Year Award recipients were Brother Kameron Washington of Delta Beta
Chapter, Coppin State University and Brother Dr. Ronald Williams, Jr.,
respectively.
The event concluded with the responsive reading Litany of Rededication,
led by Brother T. Russell Hopewell; acknowledgements and remarks
from Basileus Allen Taylor and the singing of Omega Dear.

Charm City Ques
www.opp2d.org
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Pi Omega Christmas Homeless Feeding

Pi Omega Brothers and Capital MMA & Fitness Feeding the Homeless in Baltimore

Baltimore, MD. December 26, 2019. Brothers from Pi Omega in conjunction with Capital MMA & Elite Fitness – Team Takoma participated
in the Christmas Homeless Feeding 2019. The brothers provided soup,
snacks, water, fruit drinks, chicken, blankets, jackets, and pastries for
100 individuals. The brothers provided blankets, tennis shoes, four 42
gallon trash bags filled with clean clothes, blankets, jackets, and a box
full of toiletries. This event took place on the stairs St. Vincent de Paul
Church which is located 120 North Front Street, Baltimore Maryland
21202. Directly across the street is The Phoenix Shot Tower. The cost
to the chapter was zero.
Capital MMA & Elite Fitness has been a formative force in the mar-

tial arts and fitness communities of Northern Virginia, Washington, DC,
and Maryland. Founded in 2001 as an affiliate club of the Royce Gracie
Jiu-Jitsu Network, the organization was first known as Capital Jiu-Jitsu,
catering to a small but devoted group of enthusiasts. The earliest days
would be unrecognizable to most of today’s members – nightly training on fold-out mats in school art rooms, cafeterias, or wrestling rooms.
In only two years, however, Capital’s reputation and ranks had grown
to such an extent that its own location was imperative. Founder Jeremy
Lafreniere put his career as an elementary school teacher on pause and
moved the club to the second floor of an Alexandria, VA health club.

Pi Omega Defending Against Human Trafficking

Pi Omega Brother Lamonte Tyler teaching self-defense techniques against human trafficking

Randallstown, MD. December 9, 2019. Human trafficking is not new
but as of lately, has been gaining a lot of media attention. On Sunday, December 8, 2019, the Brothers of Pi Omega conducted a free community
self-defense class that focuses on the prevention of human trafficking.
The goal is to help make Baltimore a safer place to live. This event took
place at Gracie Randallstown, LLC, located at 3534 Brenbrook Drive,
Randallstown, MD 21133. The cost to the chapter was zero.
Human trafficking involves the use of force, fraud, or coercion to obtain
some labor or commercial sex act. Every year, millions of men, women,
and children are trafficked worldwide – including right here in the United
States. It can happen in any community, and victims can be any age, race,
gender, or nationality. Traffickers might use violence, manipulation, or
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false promises of well-paying jobs or romantic relationships to lure victims into trafficking situations.
Gracie Randallstown, LLC, is a Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu academy with the primary self-defense. Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu or BJJ is a martial art based on
grappling and ground fighting, focusing on the skill of controlling one’s
opponent through techniques that force him or her to submit. It prides
itself on being known as the “gentle art,” allowing a smaller, weaker
person to use leverage and submissions (chokes, locks) to defend himself
against a much larger opponent. With origins in Judo (Newaza) and Japanese Jujutsu, it has since been adapted and modified by Carlos Gracie and
his family to become the martial art it is today.
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Pi Omega Homeless Feeding in Kiev, on Veterans Day
and MLK Birthday

Pi Omega Brothers Lamonte Tyler feeding homeless man in Kiev, Ukraine

Kyiv, Ukraine. December 17, 2019. On Sunday, December 15, 2019,
the Brothers of Pi Omega participated in the Homeless feeding of Kyiv,
Ukraine, 2019. The brothers provided 50 cheeseburger sandwiches from
a local fast-food restaurant. The cost of the chapter was zero.
There are officially some 12,000 homeless people living on the streets
of the capital city of Kyiv. The actual number of homeless in Kyiv itself,
which has a total population of about 2.6 million. While government officials are offering to help the homeless to ward off the brutal cold, there
are too many who need assistance with food, drink, and temporary shelter. The homeless often choose the top floors of buildings, basements,
insulated pipes, areas around manholes, and train and bus stations.
Baltimore, MD. January 21, 2020. On Monday, January 20, 2020, the
brothers of Pi Omega paid tribute to the life and enduring contributions
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, who worked tirelessly to obtain equality

and justice for everyone by feeding the homeless. Dr. King said, “Everyone has the power for greatness, not for fame but greatness, because
greatness is determined by service.” Each day, you demonstrate greatness by making a difference in the lives of the people we serve and I
thank you. We provided sandwiches, chips, cookies, soda, and water for
50 people. The brothers also provided bags of clothes, shoes, and coats.
The cost to the chapter was zero.
Baltimore, MD. November 13, 2019. On Sunday November 10, 2019,
the brothers of Pi Omega participated in the Pre-Veteran’s Day Homeless
Feeding. The brothers provided chicken, three cases of water, ice tea,
and lemonade. This event took place on the stairs St. Vincent de Paul
Church which is located 120 North Front Street, Baltimore Maryland
21202. Directly across the street is The Phoenix Shot Tower. The cost
to the chapter was zero.

Pi Omega Brothers Lamonte Tyler and volunteers feeding homeless on MLK Birthday
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Pi Omega Teach Self Defense To Women in Rosedale

Pi Omega Brother Lamonte Tyler teaching self-defense to women in Rosedale

Rosedale, MD. January 21, 2020. On January 19, 2020, the Brothers of
Pi Omega participated in the Rosedale Community Women Self-Defense
Class 2020. Violence is a serious problem that can have lasting harmful
effects on victims and their family, friends, and communities. The goal
for youth violence prevention is to stop violence from happening in the
first place. Preventing violence requires addressing factors at all levels of
the social ecology—the individual, relational, community, and societal

levels. The cost to the chapter was zero.
Self-defense is a defense to certain criminal charges as well as to some
civil claims. Under both Criminal Law and Tort Law, self-defense is
commonly asserted in cases of Homicide, Assault and Battery, and other
crimes involving the attempted use of violence against an individual.
Statutory and case law governing self-defense is generally the same in
tort and criminal law.

Pi Omega Thanksgiving Homeless Feeding

Pi Omega Brothers Travis Winsted distributing prepared food to homeless on Thanksgiving

Baltimore, MD. November 28, 2019. The Brothers of Pi Omega participated in the Thanksgiving Homeless feeding. The brothers provided 60
meals containing turkey, stuffing, corn and canned yams. This event took
place on the stairs St. Vincent de Paul Church which is located 120 North
Front Street, Baltimore Maryland 21202. Directly across the street is The
Phoenix Shot Tower. The cost to the chapter was zero.
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to the chapter was zero.
Saint Vincent de Paul Parish administrates the Congregation of the Mission – Western Province, also known as the Vincentian priests and brothers. The Vincentians were founded by Saint Vincent de Paul in 1625 and
have served in the Lincoln Park neighborhood since 1875.
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Pi Kappa Kappa Reading Across the District

Pi Kappa Kappa Brother reading to students at Winslow Township Elementary School #1

Winslow Township, NJ. November 12, 2019. Pi Kappa Kappa Chapter
successfully initiated a Read Across the District program. There were six
brothers that participated on November 12, 2019. We arrived at Winslow
Township Elementary School #1 in New Jersey where we were greeted
with anticipation and excitement. We broke up into teams of two and
were able to read books to approximately 100 students in total. After
having the opportunity to read the stories, many of the students were cu-

ous about the Fraternity. This served as an opportunity to speak about
our illustrious history as well as our cardinal principles. In particular,
many of the stories we read depicted children using PERSERVERANCE
and that tied in nicely with what we discussed about our organization. At
the end of the event, the principal extended an invitation to return to the
school and read to the students again in March of 2020.

Pi Kappa Kappa Private Screening of “Just Mercy” Movie
Washington Township, NJ. January 12, 2020. Brothers from the Pi
Kappa Kappa Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. held a private
screening at United Artists 14 for the film Just Mercy. The initiative
was launched in keeping with the guidance of the Grand Basileus, Dr.
David Marion. To insure the success of this venture, the South Jersey
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta, Inc. agreed to join Pi Kappa
Kappa and partner along with the Gloucester County Chapter of NAACP.
Other dignitaries on hand included the President of the New Jersey State
Conference of NAACP, Richard Smith, as well as Congressman Donald
Norcross (NJ 1st District).
The film took a closer look at the various impacts of the criminal justice
system and how it can prove especially dangerous for people of color.
Just Mercy is the story of Bryan Stevenson, a Harvard graduate, who
decided to move down to Alabama and work tirelessly to provide sound
legal representation to those on death row. The movie was of particular
interest to one of our Brothers who revealed that it was Mr. Stevenson
who had secured the release of the Brother’s own father from jail in 2015
after being incarcerated for twenty-five years.
The proceeds of the event went to Heart 2 Heart Services, a local organization that seeks to assist victims of human trafficking. The CEO of
Heart 2 Heart Services, Denise Poole, was in attendance and was profoundly grateful to all three organizations for putting together such an
event. Speaking on behalf of Pi Kappa Kappa Chapter was Basileus,
Harold Hill. Soror Joanne Ceaser, President of South Jersey Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta, Inc. gave some remarks as did the President of Gloucester County NAACP and recent Pi Kappa Kappa Citizen
of the Year Award Recipient, Loretta Winters.
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l-r Denise Poole (CEO Heart 2 Heart Services), Soror Sandra Strothers
(DST South Jersey Alumnae Chapter Arts and Letters Committee Chair),
Bro. Harold Hill (Basileus, Pi Kappa Kappa), Congressman Donald Norcross (NJ 1st District), Loretta Winters (President, Gloucester County
NAACP), Bro. Alexander Bright (KRS, Pi Kappa Kappa)

Two theaters were sold out and unfortunately, some prospective attendees had to be turned away. It was a wonderful event and despite the
serious degree of the film’s subject matter, a good time was had by all.
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Tau Pi Take Mentees to Bowie State Basketball Game

Tau Pi Brothers with Mentees at the Bowie State Basketball game

Columbia, MD. January 4, 2020. Tau Pi mentoring committee treated
its mentees to a HBCU basketball game. The game took place at The
Leonidas S. James Physical Education Complex located on Bowie St
campus. The Bowie Bulldogs played Winston-Salem State University
Rams in a 4:00 PM game. The Bulldogs outlasted the Rams by winning
in a close score of 75 to 72. Prior to the men’s game, we were able to
catch the second half of the women’s game. The Bowie Bulldogs also
were victorious in a very close game winning at the wire.
To be eligible to attend, the mentee must have achieved a first quarter
report card with grades of A, B, or C. If they received a D or E, they were
not allowed to attend. Our mentees are in grades three to Twelve. We had
15 mentees and 8 Mentors as chaperones.as participants. Some of the HS
mentees did not attend because of part time jobs or they had school team
commitments.

Through the Chapter and Foundation Fund Raisers, we were able to fund
admission, transportation and a lunch for all.
Brother Jerry Watkins, mentoring co-chair coordinated the event with
Clyde Doughty, Jr, Bowie State Vice President for Intercollegiate Athletics & Recreation. In the group picture, he is located on the back row,
second from the left.
Each school year, our strategy has been to kick off the year with a sporting event after the first report card marking. Hopefully, we are getting the
mentees attention and motivating them to do well academically.
In past years, we have attended the Washington Wizards games. Also, we
have attended Morgan State University football and basketball games.
Since this major activity occurs in the beginning of the school year, it
provides for an excellent opportunity for mentees to bond with other
mentees in addition to the Mentors.

Tau Pi Chess and Strategic Thinking

Tau Pi Brothers with Chess Program Mentees

Columbia, MD. November 2, 2019. One of the most critical skills needed by today’s youth is the ability to think analytically and compete with
their peers. To that end, on November 2, 2019, Tau Pi Mentoring Initiative once again initiated its chess program for Elementary and Middle
school mentees.
Mentees are being taught not only the rules for moving chess pieces but
also strategic do’s and don’ts when competing with fellow players.
Instructions for playing chess are being led by Tau Pi’s Chess Master and
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mentor, Chester Williams. In support of Tau Pi’s Chess Master, fellow
mentors of Tau Pi Mentoring Initiative reinforced instructions being presented to during each chess session. Mentees are taught that to analyze,
plan, and execute and not only needed to play chess but are also tools
needed to be successful in accomplishing life’s goals. The culmination
of the chess program will be a match with another peer group. Tau Pi
presently has 12 elementary mentees, 10 middle school mentees and 8
high school mentees.
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Tau Pi Harmony Hall Decorations
Columbia, MD. December 21, 2019. As part of its Community Service
and Mentoring Initiative, Tau Pi Chapter has been conducting a Christmas Door Decorating Contest at Harmony Hall for the past seven years.
This is a senior citizen assisted living community in Columbia Maryland
with over 254 units of independent and assisted living residents.
With a goal of providing each resident with an opportunity to show and
share their Christmas spirit with fellow residents, Tau Pi Chapter conducted it annual door decoration contest on December 21, 2019. Awards
were given to fourteen (14) contestants which consisted of a certificate of
performance and a gift card from Giant Food (local food market).
After the celebration, many residents stated how pleased they were with
the door decoration contest and hope Tau Pi would come back again
next year. In support of this effort, Tau Pi enlisted the help of several
high school students from its Mentoring Initiative to assist in judging the
doors and presenting awards. Picture, from Left to Right are Nyouneo
Zeh, Jaylen Lott, Quincy Julien and Daryl Briggs.
One of our winners was 92 years old Rubie Polley. She is one of the
Charter members of Howard County Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority. Her
late husband, Bro. Sherman Polley was a charter member of Tau Pi Chapter. He entered Omega Chapter a few years ago with 70 years of service
in the Fraternity.

Tau Pi Mentees with senior at Harmony Hall

Tau Pi Holiday With The Ques

Tau Pi Mentees with Brothers Jerry Watkins and Frank Miles

Columbia, MD. December 28, 2019,.Tau Pi Chapter held its Holiday
with Omega Gala at the BWI Airport Marriott Hotel located in Linthicum, MD.
Holiday with Omega (HWO) is Tau Pi Chapter’s signature event held in
the month of December. HWO Committee Chair and the committee provided a Black-Tie gala in fine fashion as the chapter will be celebrating
its 45th year of service to Columbia, Maryland and the greater Howard
County community.
The proceeds from this event fund Tau Pi’s chapter programming and
community service initiatives, which includes mentoring of young Black
Males, scholarships for high school seniors, and senior citizen support
services. Over the years, the HWO event has enabled Tau Pi to award
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over $275,000.00 to high school seniors on their way to college; mentor
young Black Males in STEM courses and robotics; and host an annual
luncheon event with senior citizens featuring good food, great live music
entertainment, and both outstanding and useful prizes.
Since the gala this year was on the fourth and not the second Saturday of
December, we had the opportunity to profile some of our former mentees
who are now in college. They were on Christmas Break. In total, we are
extremely proud and grateful to say we have eight former mentees in college. Spring 2019, we had our first one to graduate from college.
By having these students there working as hosts in seating our guests,
it gave our loyal supporters a visual of their financial support from this
event.

81

The Omegan

Voice of the Second District

Tau Pi Mentoring Program Christmas Celebration

Tau Pi Mentoring Program Christmas Celebration at the Green Turtle

Columbia, MD. December 21, 2019. To insure well rounded mentee
social and tradition development, Tau Pi Mentoring Initiative conducted
its traditional Mentee Christmas Celebration on December 21, 2019, at
the Green Turtle Restaurant located in Columbia, Maryland.
The celebration serves as an opportunity for mentees to participate in the
Christmas experience of giving with fellow mentees and mentors. Mentees were treated to a dinner with their peers and mentors. The celebration included a meal with desert; games of knowledge; and a Christmas

gift for each mentee from the Chapter.
The purpose of the celebration was to develop mentee, mentor fellowship in a non-instructional environment and appreciate the traditional
Christmas. In addition, the celebration served as opportunity for the development of proper social graces and etiquette in a public setting. The
mentees were very happy to receive their gifts and spend time with their
peers in a giving and fun environment.

Tau Pi STEM and Laptop Program

Tau Pi Brother teaching STEM principles at Guilford Elementary School

Columbia, MD. November 2, 2019. Tau Pi Chapter has been mentoring at Guilford Elementary School since 1994 under the stipulations of a
partnership agreement with Howard County’s Board of Education. One
of the important goals of the program is to make sure its mentees are
being developed to function and participate in today’s STEM/Electronic
Environment.
To that end, on November 2, 2019, elementary school mentees were given tablets, while middle and high school mentees were issued laptops to
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complete mentoring program and school assignments. These electronic
devices were funded by the Chapter at no cost to mentee families to be
used during the 2019-2020 academic year.
To ensure proper use of the devices, basic operational instructions was
provided by Mr. TaVonne Wilkinson, a Microsoft Expert from Best Buy.
Elementary and Middle School mentees were taught how to access the
internet for academic research purposes.
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Tau Pi Achievement Week Activities

Tau Pi Basileus, Milton Darby, reading to kids at the Read Across the District Day

Howard County, MD. Ques
Columbia, MD. November 2019. The Brothers of Tau Pi Chapter, The
Central Maryland Ques, who have been providing mentoring and fraternization in the Howard County, Maryland, area since 1975, held another successful Achievement Week Founders Day Program (AWFD).
This was conducted under the chairmanship of Brother Brian Dozier (N),
and the leadership of Brother Basileus, Milton Darby (TP). The AWFD
activities started with the Read Across the District Program, as requested
by International Headquarters, the Brothers of Tau Pi Chapter read to
the morning sessions at various Elementary schools in the Columbia
Maryland area. Next, Tau Pi Chapter’s first annual Achievement week
Fundraiser was held, “The Black Owt event”, At Ranazul Tapas and Bistro, Maple Lawn, MD and by all accounts it was very successful, surpassing fundraising and attendance goals, as it was supported by many
of the Divine Nine Organizations in and outside of Central Maryland.
The Chapter’s Awards Ceremony was held at one of the two Mentoring
Schools the Chapter has adopted in Columbia, MD, Jeffers Hill Elementary School. Afterwards a large contingent of Brothers that were in attendance took the opportunity to continue our fellowship at a local eatery.
The AWFD activities culminated with the annual Church Service visit
held this year at First Baptist Church of Guilford, in Columbia, MD. The
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Brothers of Tau Pi chapter provided a significant donation of over $2,000
to the Church and Family recommitting ourselves to the Christian values
which embody Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. Finally, the Brothers attended the annual Rededication service at Howard University’s Cramton
Auditorium.
This year’s AWFD highlights from the award ceremony were, Founders stand in’s, Brother Earl Jefferson, (Brother Frank Coleman), Brother
Joseph Brown (TP) (Dr. Oscar J. Cooper), Brother Courtney Whitehead
(TP) (Brother Dr. Ernest E. Just) and Brother Mark Sykes (TP) (Bishop
Edgar A. Love). The Omega Man of the Year, was presented to Immediate Past Basileus, Brother Martinez Harlee, (TP). The Founder’s Lifetime
Award was presented to Brother Richard Rodgers (B) and Brother Ronald
Britt (OP). The Superior Service award was presented to Brother Richard
McClendon, (TP) and the Basileus Awards wer awarded to Brothers, Eric
Astrop (TP), Steve Williams (TP), Richard Rodgers (B) and Mike Tucker
(AY). The Master of Ceremony was Brother Jay Kerr (TP) and the Keynote Speaker for the event was Brother Gerald A. Collins, Esq. (CD) and
finally, this Year’s Citizen of the Year award was presented to Frater (Alpha Phi Alpha) The Honorable Calvin Ball, The first African American
County Executive of Howard County since its founding in 1838.
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Theta Mu Mu “Ques In The Kitchen” Cooking Competition

(r) Brother Clifton Sherrod wins best entree at the cooking competition

Baltimore, MD. December 14, 2019. The Theta Mu Mu Foundation,
Inc. held its annual Ques in the Kitchen Cooking Competition at the
Three Arts Club of Homeland in Baltimore, MD., to benefit its youth
scholarship and enrichment programs. There were three categories: best
entrée, best side dish and best dessert. Brother Clifton Sherrod, Jr. from

Pi Omega Chapter entered two dishes, seafood lasagna in the main dish
category and string beans in the side dish category. Bro. Sherrod’s seafood lasagna snagged the first place trophy for the main dish category.
This friendly competition is always a crowd pleaser that brings out both
members and supporters for friendship, fellowship and fun.

Theta Mu Mu Reading Across The District Day

Theta Mu Mu Brothers reading to kids at New Town Elementary School

Owings Mills, MD. November 12, 2019. The Brothers of Theta Mu
Mu (Baltimore County, MD.) participated in the District Wide Initiative
“Reading Across the District Day”. The Brothers (Craig Bedford and
Alonzo Chester Sr.) volunteered their time and read to the elementary
school students of New Town Elementary at Project Steam (teaching Sci-

84

ence, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math), an aftercare program in
Owings Mills, MD. STEM Books and story books were read to a class of
15 students as well as engaging them in a “question and answer” period.
Nothing more fulfilling than to see our bright children hungry to learn.
Truly a Great Day to witness.
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Theta Mu Mu Feeding The Homeless

Theta Mu Mu Volunteers prepare to feed the Baltimore’s Homeless

Baltimore, MD. October 27, 2019. The Brothers of Theta Mu Mu revisited the “SkyLyne Foundation “Feeding the Homeless” event on Sunday,
October 27th, 2019 in Baltimore, MD. This is a Social Action Committee
commitment that we have made for the year with this non-profit organization whose Mission Statement is “To Bring Peace and Prosperity in the
World Though Liberal Distribution of Essential Needs of the Homeless

and Less Fortunate.” The Brothers, including Brother David Patterson
and Eric West (Basileus and Vice Basileus of Theta Mu Mu) helped serve
hot meals, pass out essential bag bundles and donated clothing and bottles of water in support of this effort. This was a humbling experience to
provide Service at the grassroots level to our community.

Theta Mu Mu Brothers and Volunteers at the Homeless Feeding event
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Brother Rev. Dr. Donald Atkinson- Omega Chapter

Brother Rev. Dr. Donald Atkinson

Brother Rev. Dr. Donald Atkinson October 6, 1938, transitioned to Omega
Chapter on December 12, 2019 after a lengthy illness. Upon graduation
from John Adams High School in Queens, New York. Brother Atkinson
served four years in the United States Air Force. After military service
and given his parents pursuit of educational excellence, Brother Atkinson graduated from Queens College CUNY, New York, with a Bachelors
of Arts degree majoring in Political Science. Brother Atkinson earned a

Masters of Arts degree majoring in Criminal Justice from John Jay College of Criminal Justice, CUNY, New York. He also graduated with Doctorate in Education from Temple University in 1984 and earned a Masters
of Divinity Degree from Wesleyan Theological Seminary in Washington
D.C. in 2000. While at Queens College, Brother Atkinson was initiated
into Omega Psi Phi Fraternity through Zeta Psi Chapter on December 30,
1964. A life member of Omega Psi Phi, Brother Atkinson was an active
member of Pi Omega Chapter in Baltimore, MD. until his illness.
Professionally, upon graduation from Queens College, Brother Atkinson
became a Probation Officer for the courts of New York City, later becoming a New York State Parole Officer and an Assistant Director of Community Services with the New York State Department of Correctional
Service. After a nationwide search Brother Atkinson was hired in Baltimore, MD for the position of Executive Assistant Director for Parole and
Probation for the State of Maryland, where he served for over 20 years.
He held memberships in several criminal justice organizations such as
the American Correctional Association, National Association of Blacks
in Criminal Justice, Association of Paroling Authorities International and
the Middle Atlantic States Correctional Association (MASCA).
Upon retirement from the State of Maryland Department of Parole and
Probation, Brother Atkinson was called to the ministry ion 1994. In
2000, he became Pastor of Greenspring and Edgewood United Methodist
Churches until 2002 and from 2002-03 Brother Atkinson served as Pastor
of New Waverly United Methodist Church.
Brother Atkinson leaves to cherish his memory: a devoted wife of 42
years, Rosemary “Duchess” Atkinson; children, David Atkinson, Valerie
Atkinson, Darren Douglas and Tobi Pulley; 10 grandchildren and 8 greatgrandchildren; and a host of family and friends

Brother Norman Ledgin - Omega Chapter
Brother Norman Ledgin entered Omega Chapter on Tuesday June 18,
2019. Born in Passaic, NJ July 15, 1928, Norman received a B.A. degree in journalism at Rutgers University in 1950 and a M.A. in political
science in 1952. While at Rutgers, where he was inducted into the prestigious Cap and Skull Society and made waves with his peace and civil
rights activism, regardless of blacklisting consequences he was to suffer
later in the early 1950s by the House Un-American Activities Committee.
Other actions that drew negative attention by the Rutgers administration,
but served his quest to end discriminatory practices at his alma mater,
included being one of the first white men initiated into the Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity, Upsilon Phi Chapter in 1949. At that time, Ledgin was
on staff of The Targum, the campus newspaper where he later served
as editor-in-chief. During his Targum tenure, he was the last person at
Rutgers to interview Paul Robeson after his final concert appearance on
campus and prior to Rutgers banishing Robey for his views.
Brother Ledgin accepted a teaching post at McNeese State College (now
University). During the height of the Sally Hemings-Thomas Jefferson
revelations, he wrote the historical novel Sally of Monticello: Founding
Mother (2012), revolving around their relationship.
Brother Norman Ledgin

When we say our last goodbye...He walks on Streets of Pearls
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Brother William Cecil Short- Omega Chapter

Brother William Cecil Short

Bro. William Cecil Short transitioned into Omega Chapter on December
24, 2019. Born on April 23, 1939 in McConkie, Maryland, was one of
five children and the second son born to James Clinton Sr. and Josephine
Short.
For his entire life, Cecil lived in Charles County, Maryland, where he
received his primary and secondary education, graduating from Bel Alton High School in 1957. It was in high school, in fact, where his love
for basketball and football began. He also loved music which served as
the impetus to start a band, “The Diamonds,” with several of his friends
and oldest brother.
Cecil married his high school sweetheart, Mary Jane Briscoe, on July
16, 1960. He attended Maryland State College (now the University of
Maryland Eastern Shore) from which he graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in teaching and was then drafted into the army. After basic training, Cecil was sent to Germany. Upon being discharged from the Army,
he returned home to Charles County.
Cecil then started his first teaching position. in St. Mary’s County,
Maryland as a mathematics teacher at George Washington Carver Junior
High, where he also began coaching football and basketball. The great
NCAA Kentucky championship basketball coach, “Tubby Smith” is one
of his first outstanding players.
While teaching and coaching at Carver, Cecil returned to pursuing his
post-secondary education. He attended Bowie State University where he
earned a master’s degree in administration. Afterwards, he worked on
obtaining his doctorate degree at the University of Maryland, College
Park where he completed all coursework. His superior work as an educator eventually resulted in him being awarded an honorary doctorate
degree from Riverside Baptist Church in Fort Washington, Maryland.

From Carver, Cecil was moved to Chopticon High School where he taught
natural and physical sciences and continued his coaching career, where he
became the first black head coach in the Southern Maryland Athletic Conference (SMAC). In fact, as Chopticon’s head coach, his team defeated
Lackey High School 50 -0.
Then, Cecil seized an opportunity to teach and coach in Charles County
at Lackey High School where he was later promoted to vice principal and
ultimately principal. When he became head coach at Lackey High School,
Cecil’s team reversed the score of a past outcome by defeating Chopticon
50 -O! At that point, his coaching career began its legendary climb.
Cecil enjoyed traveling the world and was able to accomplish this through
his work, with NASSP, the Educational System Federal Credit Union (for
which he had oversight of the financial operations of the branches and
reported to the Board of Directors), The Washington Post, and the Shaklee
Corporation (Jane’s Business). Cecil also served as a former chairman of
the Charles County Democratic Central Committee where he was a campaign manager for several Charles County citizens, including Maryland
State Delegate Edith Patterson.
After his retirement as president of NASSP, Cecil served as an educational consultant for FEMA (Federal Emergency Management A.gency).
He assisted with the coordination of educational services for students and
school districts affected by natural disasters.
Cecil was raised in the church. As a child, he became a member of Sacred
Heart Catholic Church in LaPlata, Maryland and was faithful in attending Mass every Sunday. He later became active at St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church in Pomfret, Maryland where he volunteered as a Eucharistic Minister and a Lector. After Cecil’s health began to fail, he started participating at home every Sunday in the televised Mass.
Cecil loved being a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. He was initiated sixty-one years ago (1958) into the Pi Epsilon chapter at Maryland
State College. During his tenure in the undergraduate chapter, he served
as Basileus. Cecil’s love for his fraternity was active and lifelong. In his
current chapter, Tau Lambda Lambda in Southern Maryland, he served as
parliamentarian and political action chairman as well as a member on various committees. Because of his outstanding work with the chapter, Cecil
was bestowed the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Tau Lambda Lambda Chapter
Founders’ Award. Recently, he was awarded the “Shooting Star Lifetime
Community Service Award” on October 26, 2019. A source of pride for
Cecil was the establishment of the John Lancaster & William Cecil Short
Foundation in 2007. This charity serves parents, teachers and counselors
to empower and support youth in the Southern Maryland Region.
Cecil was preceded in death by his parents; his brother, James Clinton
Short Jr.; and sisters, Agnes Varie Taylor and Josephine Cecelia Spinks.
Left to mourn his death are his loving wife, Mary Jane Short; his two sons,
Brother Kevin Cecil Short Sr. and Brother Brian Keith Short (Tracey); his
two daughters, Seda Renee Ballard and Tonja Lynne Ringgold; his ten
grandchildren; his three great-grandchildren; his brother, Charles Gilbert
Short; ten surrogate children, whose father was his close friend and band
member, Cecil Chase; two godsons; and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

When we say our last goodbye...He walks on Streets of Pearls
www.opp2d.org
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Brother Robert Eugene Matthews - Omega Chapter

Brother Robert Eugene Matthews

Brother Robert E. Matthews entered Omega Chapter on Saturday, July 6,
2019. He was initiated into the Fraternity through Pi Chapter at Morgan
State College. Bro. Matthews was born March 25, 1927 in Philadelphia,
PA. He attended Parker Gray High School, a segregated school in Alexandria, VA. He was an excellent athlete lettering in Football, Basketball
and Baseball.
After graduation in 1950 from Morgan, he entered the army. He became a
staff sergeant while stationed in Germany during the Korean War. He was
honorably discharged in November 1952.
After discharge, he worked for the Baltimore Police Department on the
vice squad. He later worked for the Parole and Probation departments,
and eventually for the Community Action Agency. In 1970, he earned his
Master Degree in Social Work from the University of Maryland.
He also taught at Morgan State University.
Brother Matthews was a member of Long Reach of God later named Celebration Church. He was part of the security ministry and later appointed
as a Deacon.
Brother Matthews was predeceased by his wife Carlotta and sister Goldie.
He is survived by his children Derrick, Yvette, Kevin, Wayne and Shelia;
first wife LaMoyne and brother Otis Mackey. He had a host of grandchildren, great grandchildren and church family.

Brother Samuel Cooper III - Omega Chapter

Brother Samuel Cooper III

Brother Steve G. Jackson
Omega Chapter

Brother Samuel Cooper III entered into Omega Chapter on Saturday, December 21, 2019. He was initiated into the Fraternity through Mu Chapter
at the University of Pennsylvania. He crossed those “Burning Sand” with
six other brothers, Soulful Seven” on February 3, 1967.
Brother Cooper was born on November 14, 1947 in New York City. The
son of Samuel Cooper, Jr. and Minni Cooper, he grew up in Harlem and
graduated from George Washington High School, where he was a standout student and athlete. Sam-who was affectionately called “Butch” by
many of his close relatives-attended college at the University of Pennsylvania. There, he was a member of the track team, became a brother
of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., and was the founder and president of
PCCP-a mentoring program that secured college scholarships for over
600 disadvantaged students.
Sam went on to Harvard Law School, becoming one of five students in
his class to be awarded a Law Review Fellowship for exceptional scholarship and potential for scholarly work. A leader of the Harvard University
worldwide diversity movement, he graduated in 1972 with a J.D.
Throughout the course of his career, Sam founded and operated corporations in telecommunications, wireless technology, and healthcare on four
continents. As a practicing attorney he set several precedents, notably arguing before the U.S. Supreme Court on behalf of the National Cable
Television Association.
Brother Steve G. Jackson entered Omega Chapter on May 30, 2019, at
Virtua Memorial Hospital, Mt. Holly, NJ. He was a retired teacher in the
Trenton public school system. He was initiated on April 9, 1971 through
Delta Psi at Shaw University and was a member of the Delta Upsilon
Chapter for many years.

When we say our last goodbye...He walks on Streets of Pearls
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Brother Thomas W. Sumners - Omega Chapter

Brother Thomas W. Sumners

Trenton, NJ. August 18, 2019. Thomas W. Sumners Sr. peacefully transitioned from labor to reward on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2019, at home, with his
family by his side. A lifelong Trentonian, Tommy attended Union Baptist
Church and was educated at the New Lincoln School and Trenton Central
High School. Following high school, he served in the United States Army,
earning a World War II Victory Medal before being honorably discharged
in 1947. After his military service, Tommy matriculated at Benedict College in Columbia, SC. He was initiated into the Omega family in 1949 by
the Epsilon Epsilon Chapter. He graduated from Benedict in 1952 with
magna cum laude honors and received a bachelor’s degree with a major
in Social Studies and a minor in English. In 1956, he began his 33-year
career in the Hamilton Township Public Schools. He became a member of
Shiloh Baptist Church where he served as a Trustee and Head of the Security Ministry. Tommy was equally devoted to his community showing
his passion through being a NAACP member and elected to serve on the
Model Cities Program in the late 1960s. He was also an early member of
Delta Upsilon, the Trenton graduate chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Inc. and remained active on a variety of committees until his passing.
Tommy had a second career as the Assistant Director of Security at Rider
College (University). He earned a special education certification and completed master’s program courses at Trenton State College (The College of
New Jersey) and Princeton University. In retirement, he was a substitute
teacher at Trenton Central High School and document transporter for the
law firm of Sumners Council George & Dortch while enjoying his grand
and great-grandchildren.

Brother Corneilius “Chappy” Scott - Omega Chapter

Brother Corneilius “Chappy” Scott

Brother Corneilius “Chappy” Wiley Scott, III was born November 1, 1967
and transitioned to Omega Chapter on December 20, 2019. Initiated into
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. in 2002 through Pi Omega Chapter in Baltimore, MD, he was number 2 on the line named the 11th Hour.
Scholastically, upon graduation from St. Joseph’s High School in
Metuchen, NJ. He attended Hampton University in Hampton, VA., ultimately earning a Bachelor’s degree from the University of Baltimore and
then receiving a Masters of Arts degree in Contemporary Communication
from Notre Dame of Maryland.
Professionally, prior to attending the University of Baltimore (UB),
Brother Scott formed Upper Chesapeake, a small business conducting
field inspections for banks, mortgage and insurance companies. Upon
graduation from UB, Brother Scott started his career at Farmers Insurance Company. For 18 years, he worked for Farmers Insurance in the following capacities: Field Representative, Government Affairs Representative and Manager of Government and Industry Affairs. In 2015 Brother
Scott became the Executive Director for Mothers of Murdered Sons and
Daughters United. In June 2018, he founded the Family Survivors Network (FSN). As Executive Director, his mission was to provide advocacy,
support and assistance to mothers whose son or daughter were the victim of a homicide. He founded the African American Democratic Club
of Harford County, MD and served as Youth Advisor for the NAACP of
Harford County, MD. His life’s mission was to prevent homicide, educate,
represent and assist his community.

When we say our last goodbye...He walks on Streets of Pearls
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When We Wear the Gloves
Manhood............laid low

Brother Senator Ulysses Currie - Omega Chapter

Brother Senator Ulysses Currie

Brother Senator Ulysses Currie, one of the longest-serving and most
senior members of the Maryland State Legislature and an active member of the Gamma Pi Chapter in Prince George’s County, entered Omega Chapter on Friday, December 27, 2019 after an extended illness.
Bro. Currie was honored with the Omega Memorial Service on Saturday, January 11 at the Allen Chapel AME Church in Washington, D.C.
Brother Sen. Curie was born in Whiteville, N.C. on July 10, 1937. His
father was a sharecropper.

Brother Sen. Currie retired from the Maryland Legislature in December 2018 as the “Dean of Senators” following 32 years of service. During his legislative career, Bro. Sen. Currie’s contributions included advocating for and sponsoring legislation for school funding, stronger
child support enforcement, welfare reform, tax credits for people who
leave welfare and gain employment, tax credits for employers who
hire disabled persons, support for expanding African American entrepreneurship and bills supporting tougher gun control, treatment for
drug abuse, daycare for working families and foreclosure prevention.
On February 18, 1993, Brother Sen. Currie became the first African
American to preside over the Maryland House of Delegates. While
serving in the Senate, which he won election to the next year, Brother
Sen. Currie also became the first African American to chair the prestigious and powerful Budget & Taxation Committee and also to serve as
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Public Safety, Transportation & Environment. Upon Bro. Sen, Currie’s retirement, both the state House and
Senate passed the Ulysses Curie Head Start Act , a salute to his work in
behalf of young students and his former career as the director of Head
Start for Prince George’s County Schools and as a classroom teacher.
A lifelong learner, Brother Sen. Currie earned a Bachelor’s degree
in Social Studies and History from N.C. A&T State University in
1959. After a three-year stint serving his country overseas in the U.S
Army, Bro. Sen. Currie returned home and studied at Howard University then earned a Master’s degree in Education from American University. He also pursued doctoral studies in Early Childhood Development at the University of Maryland College Park.
Brother Sen. Currie is survived by his devoted wife, the Rev. Shirley A. Gravely-Currie, sons Ulysses Michael Currie (Janet) of
Howard County, MD and Aris Ulysses Currie of Forestville, MD,
two grandchildren, and a host of nephews and nieces and friends

Brother Charles O. Smith - Omega Chapter

Brother Charles O. Smith

Charles Orlando Smith, born January 12, 1971 transitioned to Omega
Chapter on December 1, 2019. Charles attended St. Andrews Elementary, C.E. Williams Middle School and St. Andrews High School where
he graduated in 1989. He attended Georgia Southern for a short while
before enlisting in the Navy in 1990. On active duty, ISC Smith served
as an intelligence specialist. Early in his career, he was stationed in Korea and Japan before leaving active duty to finish his higher education.
While continuing his education at Coppin State University, he was initiated into Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. through Delta Beta Chapter on April 22, 2000. He served as a Basileus for four years, Keeper
of Records and Seals for four years, 2nd District Representative and
2nd District Corridor Rep. Brother Smith was a member of Pi Omega graduate chapter before becoming a charter member of Theta Mu
Mu graduate chapter in Baltimore County. Charles graduated from
Coppin State University in 2000 with a degree in Criminal Justice.
Throughout college and in the years following, Charles remained a Navy
Reservist. He continued to hone his skills serving as an interrogator with specialized units deploying on multiple occasions to combat zones in support of
Naval Special Warfare operations. He concluded his military service after
20+ years of combined service, achieving the rank of Chief Petty Officer.
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What’s On the Minds of
Omega Men
Opinion/Editorial Section
The Need For A 20/20 Focus In 2020
In the realm of Optometrics, having clarity of vision at 20 feet is one standard. I urge Omega Men to maintain a focus, on the Twenty Pearls that
adorn the badge that we so proudly wear. They convey standards which
were embedded in the hearts and minds of our Esteemed Founders, when
they delivered Omega to the world.
Omega Men must also maintain a 20/20 focus on our Oath. When one
promises both God and man, a commitment for his life’s journey; it follows that a man’s word is his bond. A man must live his creed. Our Founders identified the necessary tenets, to govern the walk and talk of Omega
Men, in the communities where they live and work.
Moratoriums, suspensions, elevated insurance premiums, costly legal entanglements and other negative impacts on Omega’s image, speaks loudly
to the urgent need for an enhanced focus in this 2020 year and beyond.
My Brothers, our Esteemed Founders made us their beneficiaries on the
deed to the house that is Omega. We must be certain the house, that is
Omega, will be kept, to pass on to future generations. It will serve as a
shelter, from the multiple seasons that Omega Men will experience.
In summation, it will be our responsibility to make the Omega House, a
home for present and future generations.
Bro. Dr. Andrew A. Ray
39th Grand Basileus

Finding The Truth In Our History
The history of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. is filled with many
firsts in the African and Black American experience. It can be stated
with confidence that Omega’s history is Black History. Even so, several of our oral traditions, legends, and even written accounts are factually incorrect. Our Fraternity “Bibles” by Dreer, and Gill are excellent
reference materials, but in them obvious errors are present. In this article, we will examine only a few of the inaccuracies, and offer a reasonable rationale for corrections. Certainly, there is an absolute truth,
but since only a few had a true “God’s Eye View” of the actual historical events, we are left then with the conjecture, and assumptions of the
authors. This is not to disparage our great historians, Doctors Herman
Dreer and Robert Gill, but it is merely to point out that they most likely searched for truth as best they could. Often, these stalwart Brothers
found the truth. On a few occasions, through no fault of their own, the
actual facts were left untold by our beloved and respected Brothers.
Another intended outcome from reading this article is to highlight our
2nd Cardinal Principle, Scholarship. Scholarly men seek knowledge.
Scholarly men reason and deduce. Scholarly men ingest data to develop an informed point of view. Scholarly men intellectualize and
traverse through a decision-tree to arrive at the most logical conclusion. Therefore, if we are to take scholarship seriously, we will not
just hear or read words and merely accept them, we will ingest, reason, deduce, and intellectualize to arrive at a rational conclusion.
The first and probably most famous error appears on page one of
the Dreer history book. In it, Brother Dreer writes that Founder Edgar
A. Love was born in Harrisburg, Virginia. This is incorrect. Perhaps 12
to 15 years ago, military records were shared in an Oracle that showed
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The history of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. is filled with many
Founder Love’s place of birth to be Harrisonburg, Virginia. A signed, legal, document can be viewed as accurate and as convincing proof. Yet
for the intellectually curious, however, there may still be occurrences where one article of evidence should not be enough for the changing of one’s mind. A single or opposing piece of evidence can be seen
simply as an aberration or a counterpoint of evidence. More than one
assertion to the contrary of an accepted fact should be necessary to begin to reverse previously established norms. More precisely, a collection of facts in opposition to what was once believed, can be viewed
as a pattern, and then presented as a new theory or even a correction.
For more data to support the contention that Founder Love was born
in Harrisonburg, VA , please note and review of the service record (see
Figure 1 below) of Julius C. Love, the father of our Founder Edgar A.
Love. It shows all of the locations where he (Julius C. Love, the father)
served as a Minister of the Word. Close inspection of this service record
from the time he began his career and the length of time served at each location, puts Julius and Susie Love in Waterbury, MD in 1885 when Julius
Henderson Love (Alpha Chapter Charter Member and Older Brother of
Founder Love) was born, and then six years later in Harrisonburg, VA in
1891. Noting that Founder Love was born on Sept. 10, 1891, we can safely surmise that he may have been born in Harrisonburg, Virginia… not
Harrisburg. It therefore stands as a distinct possibility that the printing of
Harrisburg, VA in the Dreer History book was a simple typographic error.
One discrepancy between the Dreer and the Gill history books centers on the number of Charter Members of Beta Chapter. Dreer states
that 20 men were initiated on February 6, 1914. Gill states that 19 were
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What’s On the Minds of
Omega Men
Opinion/Editorial Section

Finding The Truth In Our History (cont.)
The history of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. is filled with many
initiated. Which is correct and how can we be relatively certain of the
claim? A look at the 1st Oracle, (June 1919), in the section for Chapter
notes, there is an article about the founding of Beta Chapter, (see Figure 2 below). In this article, the author states that 20 men were initiated on Feb 6, 1914. If we are keeping score, we might simply say it is
now 2 to 1 for 20 men vice 19. However, taking note of the author of
the article from the June 1919 Oracle, C. R. Saulter, should give instant
credibility to this statement of the number of Charter Members of Beta
Chapter. The level of accuracy and the basic truth of the writing of C.
R. Saulter on his account of the events of February 6, 1914 is difficult
to question. C. R. Saulter should have a good idea of how many men

were initiated that night in February of 1914 … he was one of them!
Finding the truth in our history, more than 100 years after the course
of events, is difficult in some cases and nearly impossible in others.
However, there are several instances where the truth and the facts are
within our reach. Yes, some exhaustive research may be in order. Yes,
some analysis and deductive reasoning may be necessary. Yet, with
tenacity, and scholarship we can, in several cases, See It Through!
Brother M. Otis Fowler, Jr
2 80 Alpha Omega
Life Member 2119

Fig. 1- Memoir of Julius C. Love. He entered the Washington Annual Conference in 1880.
Then served in Hereford, MD for 2 years, then Leesburg, VA for 2 years, then Waterbury, MD for 3 years, then
West River, MD for 2 years, then Augusta, VA for 2 years, then Harrisonburg, VA . The math puts the family
in Harrisonburg, VA in 1891.
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What’s On the Minds of
Omega Men
Opinion/Editorial Section
Finding The Truth In Our History (cont.)

Fig. 2- Page 11 of the June 1919 Oracle. Note the article by Brother C. R. Saulter, Charter Member
of Beta Chapter and valedictorian of the Lincoln University class of 1916. In this article, Brother
Saulter clearly states that twenty men were initiated into Beta Chapter on February 6, 1914.
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OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY, INC.
SECOND DISTRICT CONFERENCE
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Bro. J. Kendal Smalls
36th District Representative
C: (646) 739-4956
2ndDistrictDR@oppf.org

Bro. Bryant “Roni” Kent
1st Vice District Representative
C: (267) 693-8190
2ndDistrict1VDR@oppf.org

Bro. Dashaun Clahoun
2nd Vice District Representative
C: (862) 290-6656
oppf.org

Bro. Kelvin Ampofo
District KRS
C: (202) 497-5258
2ndDistrictKRS@oppf.org

Bro. Bertrand Harry
District Counselor
C: 856-979-9007
2ndDistrictCouncel@oppf.org

Bro. Adrian Wilcox
District KF
C: 410-980-8163
2ndDistrictKF@oppf.org

Bro. Dwain Harrell
District Chaplain
C: 240-375-8705
2ndDistrictChaplain@oppf.org

Bro. Sherman Charles
35th District Representative
C: (301) 655-5117
2ndDistrictIPDR@oppf.org

Bro. Zanes E. Cypress, Jr.
Director of Public Relations
C: 410-365-2186
2ndDistrictPR@oppf.org

Bro. MAtthew Boykin Derrill
Undergraduate Representative
C: (443) 799-0808
undergradrep1@opp2d.org

Bro. Larry Moore
Undergraduate Representative
C:
undergrad2@opp2d.org

Bro. Chris Barton
Undergraduate Representative
C:
undergrad3@opp2d.org

Bro. Dr. Rahmon Hart
District Marshall
C:
2ndDistrictmarshal@opp2d.org

Bro. Danny Ebb
Assistant DKF
C: 301-213-5025
asstdistrictkf@opp2d.org

Brian K. Long
Chief of Staff
C: 301-922-6491
bklong@aol.com

Bro. Desmond “Skip” Victor
District Keeper of Peace
C: 202-905-5596
2ndDistrictKOP@oppf.org
Bro. Eric “Moby” Brown
Assistant DKOP
C: 443-865-3063

Bro. Jamal Parker
District Photographer
C: 267-973-8966
2nddistrictphotographer@
opp2d.org
Bro. Waverly DeBraux
C: (302) 250-6457
Bro. Amir Shareef
C: 716-812-8629
Assistant DKRS
asstdistrictkrs@opp2d.org

SECOND DISTRICT CORRIDOR REPRESENTITIVES
Bro. Amir Shareef
Corridor 1 Representative
Ph: (716) 812-8629
corridorrep1@opp2d.org

Bro. Reggie Laster
Corridor 2 Representative
Ph:(302) 383-6584
corridorrep2@opp2d.org

Bro. Damaas Stephens
Corridor 3 Representative
Ph: (215) 954-0175
corridorrep3@opp2d.org

Bro. Delrecole (Rico) Gales
Corridor 4 Representative
Ph: (908) 463-4655
corridorrep4@opp2d.org

Bro. Kevin Woodhouse
Corridor 5 Representative
Ph: (718) 344-8171
corridorrep5@opp2d.org

Bro. Avon White
Corridor 6 Representative
Ph: (716) 812-2520
corridorrep6@opp2d.org
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Bro. Ashley Day
Corridor 7 Representative
Ph: (814) 329-3081
corridorrep7@opp2d.org
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SECOND DISTRICT COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
ACHIEVEMENT WEEK
Bro. Leon Smith
Ph: (732) 371-2525
achievementweek@opp2d.org
ARTIFACTS & MEMORABILIA
Bro. Alfonso Morrell
Ph: (917) 557-8195
artifacts@opp2d.org
ASSAULT ON ILLITERACY
Bro. John Berkley
Ph: (410) 532-8108
assaultonilliteracy@opp2d.org
AUDIT
Bro. Anthony Proctor
Ph: (202) 251-6467
Bro. Danny Ebb
Ph: (301) 213-5025
audit@opp2d.org
BUDGET & FINANCE
Bro. Lawrence Dukes
Ph:
budgetfinance@opp2d.org
BUSINESS & ECONIMIC DEVELOPMENT
Bro. Ceylon Frett
Ph:
businesseconimic@opp2d.org
CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS
Bro. Troy Priest
Ph: (443) 250-2342
constitutionbylaws@opp2d.org
FATHERHOOD & MENTORING
Bro. Donald Williams II
Ph: (301) 641-7261
fatherhood@opp2d.org
HEALTH & WELLNESS
Bro. Tony Hayes
Ph: 201-491-1742
healthwellness@opp2d.org
HONOR GUARD
Bro. Troy Manigault
Ph: (301) 717-5288
honorguard@opp2d.org

www.opp2d.org

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
Bro. Ed Hill
ithelp@opp2d.org
Ph: (410) 299-0142
Bro Jeff Spratley
Ph: 267-779-7353
itsupport@opp2d.org
LIFE MEMBERSHIP
Bro. Charles Patterson
Ph: (267) 216-6849
lifemembership@opp2d.org
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS
Bro. Dave Brown
Ph: (518)2 21-0884
jdbrown35@gmail.com
Bro. Edwin Santana
Ph: (215) 510-9558
seeitthrough.ses@gmail.com
MEMBERSHIP SELECTION
Bro. Harrison Potts
Ph: (610) 608-5294
Bro. Robert Manning
Ph: (215) 657-1274
membershipselection@opp2d.org
NAACP & CEF
Bro.Qasim Rashaad
Ph: (215) 778-7261
naacp@opp2d.org
POLITICAL ACTION
Bro. Carl Bell
Ph: (845) 625-9546
politicalaction@opp2d.org
PROTOCOL
Bro. J. Michael Breeden
Ph: (410) 245-7876
protocol@opp2d.org
RECLAMATION
Bro. Jeffrey Blanchard
Ph: (732) 439-2990
Bro. Dana Farmer
Ph: (646)321-2589
reclamation@opp2d.org
RECOMMENDATIONS
Bro. Darren Fails
Ph: (917) 562-3366
recommendations@opp2d.org
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SECOND DISTRICT COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
RETENTION
Bro. William “Bucky” Dent
Ph: (610) 584-4126
retention@opp2d.org

UNDERGRADUATE/CHAPTER ADVISOR
Bro. Anjuan Collins
Ph: (410) 818-7875
undergradadvisor@opp2d.org

SCHOLARSHIP
Bro. Keir Pemberton
Ph: (215) 510-4740
scholarship@opp2d.org

VIOLENCE PREVENTION
Bro. Gordon Everett
Ph: (240) 535-9173
violenceprevention@opp2d.org

SITE SELECTION
Bro. Peter Higginbotham
Ph: (202) 421-8506
siteselection@opp2d.org

WAYS AND MEANS
Bro. Brian Monroe
Ph: (917) 272-3065
bkeithmonroe@gmail.com
Bro. Matt Middleton
Ph:
mjmiddleton@msn.com

SOCIAL ACTION
Bro. Dwayne White
Ph: (410) 802-0114
socialaction@opp2d.org
TALENT HUNT
Bro. Andrew Huff
Ph: (716) 228-2911
talenthunt@opp2d.org

EMERITUS STATUS MEMBERS
Bro. Ron Moffitt
Dir. Of Public Relations Emeritus
Ph: 609-352-4870

rmoffitt@lgrgroup.com

Bro. George Smilth
District Photographer Emeritus
Ph: 267-973-8966
nblque@aol.com

Bro. Lawrence Smallwood, Jr.
Resources & Services Chairman Emeritus
Ph: (215) 927-1807/
lsmall1@yahoo.com

Bro. Dr. Christopher T. Curry
District Chaplain Emeritus
Ph: 215-512-1631
DrCTCurry@aol.com

Bro. Larry Pough
District Talent Hunt Chairman Emeritus
Ph:
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Suspension List
The Brothers listed below are currently SUSPENDED from
the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.pending further investigation.
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

16
92
324
324
333
543
616
616
626
707
707
707
707
707
912
912
916
916
954
958

Pi				Egiefameh Andrew
Psi Epsilon			
Jackson
Rashon Q.
Omicron Delta Delta		
Smith		
Steven Robert
Omicron Delta Delta		
Comer II
Wayne D.
Omega Delta Delta		
Williams
Jamal
Upsilon Phi			
Ray III
James
Alpha Upsilon		
Longdon
Ashur
Alpha Upsilon		Lee		Thomas
Lambda Upsilon		
Showell
Donald W.
Chi Rho			Brown		Bilal
Chi Rho			Obijuru
Charles
Chi Rho			Cox		Marques
Chi Rho			Joyner		Dallas T.
Chi Rho			Irving		Julian
Iota Lambda Lambda
Mayo		
Claude
Iota Lambda Lambda
Holloman
Aaron M.
Nu Lambda Lambda
Harris		
Craig M.
Nu Lambda Lambda
Mitchell
William Earl
Gamma Mu Nu		
McLeish
Joseph
Eta Mu Nu			
Norman
John H. III

Expulsion List
These men should not be admitted into any formal fraternity meetings.
2
2
2
2
2
2

16
92
187
187
187
289

Pi				Taylor		Timothy
Psi Epsilon			Scott		Jacque
Chi Delta			
Montgomery Troy D.
Chi Delta			Smith		Andre L.
Chi Delta			
Thompson Kenneth E.
Delta Mu			
Walker
John K.

2
2
2
2
2

616
616
616
616
616

Alpha Upsilon		
Hammick
Selvin
Alpha Upsilon		
Liverpool
Steve
Alpha Upsilon		Keston
Frank
Alpha Upsilon		Capps		Kweisi
Alpha Upsilon		
Johnson
Hakeem
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